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WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 



CHAPTEE I. 

SPIRITUAL IXPLXTBNCE, AND THE DIVINE OPBBA- 
TIONS OF THE HOLT OHOST. 

In our present state, "we ascertain spiritual facts 
and effects, or, more properly, the facts in the 
effects ; but the mode escapes our scrutiny. This 
should abate the confidence with which opinions are 
sometimes expressed concerning spiritual things in 
general, and more particularly touching those which 
are the subjects of Divine revelation: opinions 
which are opposed either to the authoritative 
announcement of such facts, or to the practical 
lessons derived from them. We are not required to 
comprehend, but to believe, these facts. God has a 
right to require this, having sufficiently authen- 
ticated the revelation of these facts by palpable and 
indisputable evidence. The Christian and other 
miracles attest the revelation to which they refer, 
and with which they are connected, as Divine and 
authoritative ; and the facts, to which our assent is 
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thus claimed, are all of them directly and unspeak- 
ably beneficial to mankind. There is required, in 
reference to these spiritual and Divine facts, the same 
exercise of mind which we manifest concerning the 
facts of physical nature, the philosophy of many of 
which as truly exceeds the comprehension of the 
intellect as the mode of any religious truth can do : 
and no Christian man can, for a moment, doubt but 
that the authenticated declaration of an infinite 
Ck)d is as good evidence of the existence of Divine 
realities, as the testimony of our senses can be of 
physical phenomena. In neither case, in order to 
practical use, are we required to be acquainted with 
the mode of the facts, nor are we so acquainted with 
it in many instances ; but we are required to admit 
and act upon the existence of the facts of which we 
are assured by sensible demonstration, when the 
case admits of it, or by the authority of God, when 
the thing admits not of other evidence. Our use of 
the facts of physical nature depends not upon our 
comprehension of their philosophy, but proceeds 
regularly and beneficially, notwithstanding their 
obscurity and our ignorance. If our profiting by 
Christianity depended upon our comprehension of 
all the details of its truth, then it would be reason- 
able to expect that all these would be within the 
grasp of the understanding : but we are to receive 
and profit by religion, not as philosophers, but as 
little children, and whoever, through pride or 
unbelief, refuses this method, cannot enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

It is from Divine revelation that we obtain the 
knowledge of those spiritual personalities, exist- 
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ences, and facts, which most concern us as men, and 
as accountable creatures, — of spiritual things per- 
taining to our own nature, our relations, our duties, 
and our destinies. From hence it is that informa- 
tion is derived of the nature, attributes, moral 
qualities, and condition of our souls ; of the process 
necessary to their deliverance from their manifest 
sinfulness and misery, and their recovery of the 
faculties required for obtaining the true glory, and 
securing the proper ends of their being ; and also 
of those provisions and arrangements which have 
been made by an all-wise and infinitely-benevolent 
Ck)d, in order to their deliverance and welfare. It 
is by revelation that we are informed of the 
existence and spiritual nature of God, and of 
His merciful interposition to effect human sal- 
vation. Here are disclosed the love of God the 
Father, the vicarious and atoning sacrifice of God 
the Eternal Son incarnate, and the operations of 
God the Holy Ghost. The Divine inspiration and 
authority of the Scriptures we pause not to prove. 
In the presence of those masterly and triumphant 
demonstrations with which our national literature* 
80 happily abounds, the effort would be supereroga- 
tory ; and it is unnecessary in a professed elucida- 
tion of a doctrine, the fitting consideration of which 
implies a cordial belief of the Divine character of 
the book in which it is stated. 

It is not our design to discuss, or to do more 
than mention, the revealed operations of the Holy 
Ghost in the creation of the world ; in the designa- 
tion and inspiration of the Prophets; in dictating 
the Scriptures; in the miraculous conception of 
B 2 
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Jesus Christ ; in the mighty works wrought by our 
Redeemer in His mipistry; and in the glorious 
resurrection of Christ from the dead : highly inter- 
esting and instructive as such discussion would 
prove, were our object less restricted. We shall, 
therefore, at once proceed to consider His operations 
in the Christian church, on and subsequent to 
the day of Pentecost, when the " promise of 
the Father" was fulfilled in the descent of the 
Comforter. 

These operations are distinguished as extraordi- 
nary and ordinary ; the gifts and the graces of the 
Holy Spirit. The former consisted of prophecy, 
tongues, the interpretation of tongues, and the 
power to work miracles ; the latter, of ** love, joy, 
peace, long-suflfering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance." (Gal. v. 22, 23.) The 
former were sometimes found with those who were, 
in the strict sense, unconverted ; the latter only in 
genuine believers. St. Paul (1 Cor. xiii.) supposes, 
that a person destitute of love to God, the most 
eminent fruit of the Spirit, might, notwithstanding, 
possess the most useful and splendid spiritual gifts. 
Thus, although extraordinary gifts were usually 
conferred upon the partakers of living faith, many 
have, for a time, participated in them, without at 
all developing the saving fruit of the Spirit. On 
the contrary, all the faithful and pious have 
exhibited the latter, while but few of them have 
possessed the former. The ordinary and saving 
work of the Spirit, though manifest to its subjects, 
and generally so also to others, is unobtrusive, 
when compared with His miraculous operations, 
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which were energetic, brilliant, and irresistible: 
these were accompanied witl\ visible signs, which 
arrested the attention of beholders. Thus, cloven 
tongues of fire, and a mighty rushing wind, were 
joined in the communication of gifts to the hundred 
and twenty disciples. On the day of Pentecost, in 
the family of Cornelius, and at Ephesus, believers 
spake with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance ; and " signs and wonders, and divers 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost," constituted 
the incontrovertible evidence of the veracity and 
authority of the first preachers of the Gospel. (Heb. 
ii. 4.) But with the individual conversion of sinners 
these signs were not at all necessarily connected. 
The one dispensation of the Spirit was intended to 
be temporary, the other to be permanent ; and this 
is the usual reason for the distinction of the opera- 
tions of the Holy Ghost, as extraordinary and ordi- 
nary. " Ordinary, not as if they were absolutely 
common, or not to be highly esteemed ; but by this 
term they are distinguished from those gifts which 
were miraculous, and because they are continued in 
the ordinary state of the church, and will be so till 
the consummation of all things."* This is inti- 
mated by St. Paul, who says, " Charity never faileth : 
but whether ther^ be prophecies, they shall fail ; 
whether there be tongues, they shall cease ; whether 
there be knowledge, it shall vanish away." (1 Cor. 
xiii. 8.) The opemtions productive of such effects 
have ceased : the gifts peculiar to the Apostles were 
commensurate with their office and necessities, and 
ended with their lives : none after their death had 

* Dr. Owen on the Holy Spirit. 
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either apostolic office, power, or endowments ; nor 
have we any undoubted evidence that any gifts truly 
miraculous were communicated to any person after 
the expiration of the generation who were contem- 
poraneous with these venerable men. It is true that 
Justin extends this favoured period, and Tertullian 
and Cyprian bring it down to the third century ; yet 
their testimonies are open to grave debate. But 
that there is an influence of the Holy Ghost to be 
enjoyed by the church in all ages, is certain ; and it 
is the subject of repeated promise. Without enter- 
ing, for the present, into the proof of this, it may 
suffice to observe, that we do not enthusiastically 
expect the bestowment of anything analogous to 
miraculous gifts upon the church ; nor do we sym- 
pathize with those who, to the great prejudice of 
spiritual and scriptural Christianity, claim them. 
Not a few, disgusted with suoh assumptions, or 
erroneously confounding them with the views we 
advocate, have been betrayed into the opposite 
extreme of denying to the church, in this day, all 
felt or discernible influence of the Holy Ghost ; and 
have degraded the Gospel into a system of cold, 
philosophical speculation, or into a mere code of 
tinspiritual morality. To the ordinary operations of 
the Holy Spirit we attribute the present conversion 
and salvation of sinners. The fruit of the Spirit is 
still necessary to constitute the Christian character, 
and to prepare for heaven ; and can now only be pro- 
duced by the same Divine Agent who did so produce 
it in the apostolic age. Either the fruit of the Spirit 
does not now exist, or it is produced by the same 
Divine Person as at the first. As, however, this 
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subject will have to be further considered in a future 
stage of these remarks, we observe, that we expect 
from, and associate with, the ordinary operations of 
the Holy Ghost, all restraint from sin ; illumination 
of mind to the discovery of truth, in its connexion 
with our state and duties ; repentance from dead 
works ; faith in Christ, with its consequents, justifica- 
tion, adoption, the renewal and sanctification of our 
nature ; successful resistance of temptation ; and 
preparation for, and preservation to, eternal glory. 
With these privileges, the blessing proposed for con- 
sideration is intimately associated as a bestowment 
of the Holy Ghost, by whom Christianity is still 
energized and succeeded. " There is a second sort 
of the Holy Ghost's operations ; namely, that which 
He ordinarily doth, and always hath done, and will 
always continue to do. For upon the cessation of 
His miraculous operations, the Holy Ghost did not 
wholly withdraw Himself from mankind ; but He still 
cQntinues mediating with us, under Christ, in order 
to the reconciling our wills and affections to God, 
and subduing that inveterate malice and enmity 
against Him which our degenerate nature hath con- 
tracted ; for it is by this blessed Spirit that Christ 
hath promised to be with us to the end of the world. 
And Christ Himself hath assured us, that upon His 
ascension into heaven He would pray His Father, 
and He should give us another Comforter, meaning 
the Holy Ghost, that He might abide with us for 
ever. (John xiv. 16.) And accordingly, the Holy 
Ghost is vitally united to the church of Christ, even 
as souls are united to their bodies."* 

* Scott's Christian Life, part ii., chap. 7. 
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CHAPTEE n. 

THE QUALIFICATION EEQFIBED FOR THE RIGHT CON- 
TEMPLATION OF SPIRITUAL AND DIVINE SUBJECTS. 

The importance and necessity of mental adapta- 
tion to the successful prosecution of any branch of 
literature or science is readily admitted, and is con- 
tinually apparent to observers of the process and 
results of intellectual application. This adaptation 
may be innate, the effect of circumstances, or the 
product of exercise and habit. Tut, however exist- 
ing, or by whatever means produced, its relation to 
successful effort remains the same. A mind pos- 
sessed of adaptation to any particular pursuit, will 
make greater proficiency therein than a stronger 
mind, in which such adaptation is not found, can do. 
Adaptation, or fitness, is more than an equivalent 
for strength, or for any discipline and cultivation 
which have not practically contemplated and achieved 
the fitness required. Daily experience shows the 
comparative imbecility, the crudities, the failures of 
minds inconsistently directed, or employed in uncon- 
genial pursuits ; and the reason of this is so obvious, 
that no kind of disappointment arises from the dis- 
covery ; while the successful course of others is as 
truly accounted for by a reference to their native or 
acquired adaptation to their employment. For this 
adaptation no vic^our of understanding, no know- 
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ledge however extensive, no application however 
patient, can be efficiently substituted ; nor can they 
be made to avail, till the mind shall acquire the 
fitness which can alone warrant confident anticipa- 
tion of success. There is, then, nothing arbitrary 
in the requirement of spiritual adaptation, in order 
to the profitable employment of the intellectual 
powers in the consideration of spiritual subjects; 
of religious adaptation to proficient religious study. 
The philosophy of the Bible in this case, demanding 
spiritual discernment as the qualification, without 
which the things of God cannot be understood, per- 
fectly accords with that which ordinarily and neces- 
sarily connects itself with the exercise of our minds. 
Nothing is required in the one case, which is not 
admitted to be necessary in the other. True, as the 
subjects and verities to be considered are of a hea- 
venly and Divine nature, the existence of which 
could only be known by God's revelation of them, 
the adaptation is not innate in any mind, seeing all 
minds are alike carnal ; and *' the natural man 
receiveth not," hath no adaptation to understand, 
and is opposed to the reception of, " the things of 
the Spirit of God." Neither is it the product, in 
any case, of mere mental discipline, elevating the 
understanding from its disqualification. If the fault 
were entirely intellectual, such discipline might 
suffice for its cure ; but the word of God tells us, 
that it is a moral fault, which must be corrected 
before the mind can, or will, profitably employ itself 
in the pursuit of religious truth. Ability, therefore, 
to understand the mind of God in His word, pro- 
ceeds from the gracious operation of the Holy Ghost 
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upon the intellect and the affections ; and it is by 
such operation alone that the disqualification can be 
removed, and the mind become possessed of the 
requisite fitness to grasp and appropriate the Divine 
instruction.* In this constitution of things there is 
perfect consistency with the nature of the lessons to 
be taught, and also most merciful suitability to the 
condition of mankind : so much so, that it deserves 
the thankful recognition of all men, and condemns 
the inconsistency of thinking and speaking of it as 
an arbitrary system. That it should be viewed in 
the latter aspect would be utterly unaccountable, did 

* ''Natural men have their principles vitiated, their faculties 
bound, that they cannot understand spiritual things, till God have, as it 
were, implanted a new understanding in them, framed the heart to 
attend, and set it at h'berty to see the glory of God with open face. 
Though the veil do not keep out grammatical construction, yet it 
blindeth the heart against the spiritual light and beauty of the 
word."— Bishop Reynolds. 1632. 

*' Ingenious persons, addicted to reading and inquiry, but little 
attentive to the moral state of their affections, are in no small danger 
of conceiving promptly but rashly, and concluding boldly but very 
erroneously, on religious subjects. They are unwilling to concede 
that the doctrines of the Gospel require, for their discovery and their 
reception, anything more than speculative research. With respect 
even to intellectual exercises, a readiness to believe ourselves in 
possession of all the information requisite as data, and a confident 
fearlessness in regard to the conclusions which we draw, perhaps 
without much labour or patience, and often with most unreasonable 
precipitancy, mark that pride of intellect which is often the parent 
of error, but is never a cordial friend to truth. If we take up our 
sentiments without humility, aud maintain them without sorious^ness, 
they will bring us little good, if even they be true ; but the greater 
probability is that they will be erroneous, because the sacred truth of 
God ^dll never coalesce with such a state of mind.'* — Dr. Pye Smith's 
Scripture Testimony, vol. i., p. 75. 8vo. 1847. 
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we not remember, that " the carnal mind is enmity 
against God," and that the proud intellect of the 
sinner spurns those ideas of aid which imply its 
inferiority and comparative helplessness. Spiritual 
influence in enlightening the understanding, and in 
converting the soul, is not arbitrary : it is the con- 
sequence of God's compassionate regard for man's 
need, — of the sacrifice of Christ, — ^and is bestowed 
in answer to prayer. " If ye, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children : how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him ? " The degree of our 
proficiency depends upon the measure of improve- 
ment which the gift receives from us ; and the gift 
itself may be neglected, be received in vain, and lost. 
That goodness which caused God to reveal His will 
to mankind, in order to their present happiness and 
everlasting salvation, also determines Him to favour 
them with spiritual aid to understand it. Those who 
are disposed to become wise unto salvation shall, 
undoubtedly, be duly qualified to succeed by the 
Holy Ghost ; and none utterly miscarry in seeking 
after God, but those who are perverted by their 
corrupt minds. 

It is lamentable, that so many should neglect this 
gift, being prevented, by the perversion just noticed, 
from discerning and feeling its necessity ; and that 
several professed expositors of holy Scripture should 
have prosecuted their labours while destitute of the 
required spiritual adaptation. It is to the absence 
of this fitness from attempts to elucidate the experi- 
mental verities of Christianity, that we must attri- 
bute the mass of diverse and unsuitable interpretation 
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by which they are surrounded. Such teachers may 
possess strength and acuteness of intellect ; may 
have been the subjects of much mental culture and 
discipline ; may have treasured up large accumula- 
tions of varied knowledge ; may be remarkable for 
their critical ability ; and yet, lacking adaptation of 
mind to the studies engaged in, may, notwithstand- 
ing all their other qualities, be insufficient doctors 
of the spiritualities of Christian truth. Many a 
comment, in which the externals of the Gospel are 
defended and illustrated in a masterly manner, in 
which the philosophy of this world yields ample 
confirmation of the Christian scheme, and in which 
consummate ingenuity and transparent and solid 
learning conspire to evolve the meaning of the letter 
of God's word, fails when attempting to look, beyond 
that which is external, into the " holiest of all." It 
then interprets things which are not within the 
range of its adaptations, on principles which lose all 
their propriety when they exert themselves, or are 
allowed to influence and determine the judgment, 
in such contemplations. Expositions, produced by 
minds devoid of spiritual adaptation, are faulty 
where fault is most dangerous; and, according as 
they do with the sensual perceptions of the natural 
man, they readily, and oft-times fatally, prevent the 
expectation of spiritual influence and enjoyment in 
Christianity, as they supply a literal and circum- 
stantial comment, or invite to and applaud, as suffi-* 
cient for all saving purposes, a rational and moral 
discipline : — a discipline in which no power beyond 
that of the mind itself is considered necessary ; and 
which, in its successful issue, has but a remote and 
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ill-defined connexion with the Atonement of the 
Eiedeemer. Thus the soul is deluded to repose its 
hopes of acceptance with God upon an unsuitable 
foundation, and to expect results from an agency 
which has none of the qualities necessary for their 
production. We thus account for the failure of 
such elucidations, without at all detracting from 
their obvious merit, and on principles which their 
authors, in other circumstances, admit and act upon. 
We do so without any intentional breach of charity 
or violation of candour, and in accordance with the 
tenor of apostolic testimony. 

In all attempts, then, to understand those Chris- 
tian doctrines which are connected with our personal 
religious discipline and enjoyment, it is not merely 
desirable, but necessary, that the desideratum dis- 
covered should be sought, as it must be supplied, 
if we would investigate properly and conclude 
aright ; if we would discover truth in the perusal of 
the sacred volume, or distinguish it amidst or from 
the contradictions and varieties of its professed 
interpreters. Fully persuaded of the necessity, 
and faithfully remembering the promised aid of the 
Holy Ghost, we should earnestly seek it. Too deep 
a sense of its need cannot be cultivated, as its mea- 
sure will give character to our prayers, which are 
likely to be successful in proportion to the conviction 
we possess of the impossibility of profiting without 
such Divine assistance. The earnestness of our 
prayers will always accord with our knowledge of 
the importance of the things for which we ask ; and 
upon their faithful earnestness their profitable issue 
mainly depends. The exercise of prayer will expel 
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that "filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness" 
which prevents our receiving the engrafted word 
with meekness to the saving of our souls, and will 
produce those gracious qualifications of humility and 
docility to which the teachings of God are promised. 
Dr. Owen says, " Fervent prayer for Divine teach- 
ing is especially necessary for those who are called 
to declare the mind of God to others. Prejudices, 
pre-conceived opinions, engagements by secular 
advantage, human authority, the influence of socie- 
ties or parties, will all be levelled before it ; for it 
includes a prevailing resolution sincerely to receive 
the mind of God, regardless of consequences. I 
shall not expect the discovery of truth from any one 
who proudly, without prayer, engages in a work so 
much above his ability. This is the sheet-anchor of 
a faithful expositor, and affords him the best relief 
when all other helps fail ; and the reason why the 
generality of expositors go in the same track, except 
on some excursions of curiosity, is, not giving them- 
selves up to the conduct of the Holy Ghost, in the 
diligent performance of their duty."* Without 
prayer all inquiry into spiritual subjects must dis- 
close a vanity and sensuality utterly incompatible 
with consistent discoveries. But we must not, there- 
fore, conclude that spiritual aid is designed to super- 
sede the operations of our understanding, or that 
prayer is the only exercise requisite to the proper 
engagement of our minds, in association with 
religious truth. The mental faculties must be dili- 
gently employed ; all the advantages which we have 

* Treatise on the Holy Spirit. 
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must be engaged as fully as though the desired 
result were to be achieved by our unassisted applica- 
tion. The attention, judgment, and memory must 
be brought to the exercise as strenuously as though 
they alone could conduct to the light desired. But 
with this diligence there must be connected entire 
reliance upon the Divine blessing, and our confidence 
must repose itself in a faithful and supreme manner 
upon the latter, constrained by the conviction of the 
utter fruitlessness of our endeavours, unless God 
meet and bless them by the manifestations and help 
of His Spirit. 

Thus the aid of the Holy Spirit does not render 
our agency unnecessary, but encourages, directs, 
strengthens, adapts, and succeeds it. Prayer with- 
out it would be fanatical, while our prayerless 
engagements would be ungodly, and necessarily or 
judicially abortive. Spiritual subjects, the things of 
the Spirit of God, in their own nature and unequalled 
importance, in their connexion with our present 
• welfare, and in their influence upon our everlasting 
destinies, demand and deserve the best exercise of 
our minds : but they are to be viewed in, and not 
out of, God's temple, and are developed to the hum- 
ble and sincere worshipper, while they remain veiled 
from the most penetrating scrutiny of unsanctified 
philosophy. Though hid from the wise and pru- 
dent, they are revealed unto babes. (Matt. xi. 25.) 
To the pious disciple they are "revealed by the 
Spirit ; " and such an one is, by this Divine instruc- 
tion, made to know " the things that are freely given 
to us of God." (1 Cor. ii. 10, 12.) " Chrysostom saith, 
that man's human and worldly wisdom, or science. 
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needeth not to the understanding of Scripture, but 
the revelation of the Ho'y Ghost, who inspireth the 
true meaning ioto them that with humility and 
diligence do search therefor."* Erasmus, in his 
" Paraphrase on the Gospels,** observes, on John vi. 
45, "Things of the world are learned by men's 
endeavour and study. This celestial philosophy is 
not understood, unless the secret inspiration of the 
Father make men's hearts apt to be taught. The 
gift is God's, but the endeavour is yours." 

A most able writer says, " Were I to define 
divinity, I should rather call it a Divine life than a 
Divine science ; it being something rather to be 
understood by a spiritual sensation, than by any 
verbal description, as all things of sense and life are 
best known by sentient and vital faculties." f It is 
not a theory, or a speculation, but a life ; not a 
philosophy of life, but a living process. "It is, 
then, in fact, a pure heart, and a single, unprejudiced, 
and teachable mind, (a state and temper which is to 
be obtained rather upon our knees in prayer, than * 
in the speculations of abstruse learning,) which 
affords direct access to Divine truth." J Such access 
is not the prize -of a quick imagination, . but of a 
bended knee ; is associated less with a subtle wit, 
than with a purified sense ; and may be more fully 
realized in one hour of sincere and faithful prayer, 
than in the prayerless researches of lengthened days. 

♦ Second Part of the Homily on the Knowledge of Holy 
Scripture. 

t Smith's Select Discourses, pp. 1, 2. Edition, 1673. 

t Sermon on the SuflSciency of Scripture as a Kule of Faith, by 
the late Bishop of Chichester, Dr. Shuttleworth. 12mo. 1840. 
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It is in answer to prayer that God condescends to 
become our instructer ; and as the light of the sun 
immeasurably transcends all artificial illumination, 
so His instruction infinitely surpasses all conceivable 
or possible human study. 

An illustration of the subject treated in this chap* 
ter is furnished by Coleridge, who, in his Notes 
appended to the third edition of Southey's Life of 
"Wesley, philosophizes on Assurance, in the manner 
of Southey himself, by calling it an in-rush feeling 
of convalescence, succeeding the disease produced by 
the mental disturbance itself of the passionate 
striving after the new bh-th, taking its shape and 
colour from the predominating thoughts and images j 
— adding, that it amounted to little more than a 
strong jpuUe or throb of sensibility, accompanying a 
vehement volition of acquiescence, an ardent desire 
to find the position true, and a concurring determi- 
nation to receive it as truth, — This mode of philosor 
phizing has its first, its only, principles in nothing 
higher than physical or mental, science ; and goes not, 
however vigorous its ejcercise or discursive its range, 
beyond the boundaries of ^ck knowledge. It is not 
capable of originating or discQvering any species of 
knowledge diverse from, much less superior to, that 
in which its principles inhere. Now, in addition to 
the fact, that such science is more extensive in its 
range than accurate in its definitions, or correct, 
clear, and demonstrated in its elaboration, even with 
reference to those things which properly belong t^ 
it ; we contend, that it is not applicable to the sub- 
ject under consideration, so as to furnish, either 
a^one, or as the supreme an^ ultimate rule or author- 
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ity, materials for confident or exact judgment. The 
phenomenon referred to belongs to an administra- 
tion—to a state of things, agents, and effects — 
claiming to be, what it really is, superior to such 
science, and properly transcendental. Coleridge 
himself says, in these Notes, " As water cannot rise 
higher than its source, so neither can human reason- 
ing. Now, all reasoning respecting transcendent 
truths must have its source where the truths or ideas 
themselves originate. This is either revelation ah 
eaj^a,=the Scriptdres; or revelation ah m^a,= the 
' light that lighteth every man,* i, e., reason." We 
object, as a preliminary, to this interpretation of the 
passage quoted. " Reason " is not intended in it : 
for this faculty serves not to discover or conclude 
aright on Divine truths, but as it is illumined, 
influenced, and employed for such purpose by the 
gracious agency of God through Chbist ; who, as 
the context clearly shows, is the trvs light intended. 
Unassisted reason^ and of this Coleridge speaks, rises 
no higher than itself, according to his own percep- 
tion of its true, necessary, and invariable rule ; but 
this rule he forgets in interpreting the text by 
" reason," — reason alone, without the recognition of 
any extraneous power or elevating agency acting 
upon it ; and by arguing concerning a transcendent 
fact on the principles of mere physical and mental 
science. It is true that, in one of his Notes, he 
expresses his belief, strangely enough, that reason is 
the presence of the Holy Spirit to a finite under- 
standing; which belief confounds the Holy Spirit 
with this faculty of the human mind, for he does not 
Bay that the Holy Spirit operates upon our reason ; 
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whilst the idea subjects this Divine Agent to those 
laws which regulate our reason, bj making Him 
nothing more than our reason itself : and it is quite 
clear that, although he thus speaks, he always con- 
ceives of reason simplj in its own qualities and 
operations. If his notion were true, then would 
our reason be always right, virtuous, and Q-od-like 
in its operation, and would exhibit a characteristic 
action, the opposite of its present depraved, and 
frequently degraded, exercise ; as, held in the 
bondage of sinful affections, it is awfully blinded, 
and embodies the worst principles. With physical 
and mental science Coleridge was confessedly fami. 
liar. His intellect flashed fitfully with the dazzling 
light of genius through, but was, nevertheless, per- 
verted by, and took much of its " shape and colour " 
from, the clouds which unhealthy and enervating 
physical habits engendered ; habits which gave the 
alternations of feverish brilliancy and dreamy indis- 
tinctness to his thoughts, and captivated a mind 
which might have accompanied the flights of angelic 
beings in heavenly contemplation, in all the thraldom 
of earthly and sensual — however refined, still earthly 
and sensual — ^perceptions. He lacked adaptation, 
or spiritual discernment, the need of which he him- 
self admits, in order to the understanding of the 
spiritual verities of religion. The element of spirit- 
ual facts, and the facts themselves, were above him, 
and he rose not to them in his investigations. The 
assurance of which he thus speaks belongs to a class 
of facts with the philosophy of which, when he 
wrote, he had no correct acquaintance ; — with which 
he had no sympathy. It is a revelation ah intra f= 
2 



20 WITNESS OF THE HOLT SPIEIT 

the testimony of the Spirit of God in the soul, agree- 
ing to and associated with faith in the revelation 
ah extra,:=zthe Scriptures of truth. Men of genius 
are in danger of presuming too confidently on the 
sufficiency of their mental powers adequately to 
inquire into, and satisfactorily to determine on, all 
knowledge ; and of forgetting that something more 
than speculative inquiry is necessary to the discovery 
of the truth of God. Now, " the pride of intellect 
is often the parent of error, but is never a cordial 
friend to truth ; " * and the spiritual verities of 
religion are not to be apprehended by minds devoid 
of humility, and serious concern to know, in order 
to enjoy, the privileges and to practise the duties 
which these truths discover. " Let faith be the key 
with which we unlock the treasures, to the possession 
of which we are invited. For faith makes known 
what the human understanding could never dis- 
cover. The life which comes from God explains that 
which meditation can not. Faith is the eye which 
we must have to penetrate into that unknown land 
which is the domain of theology. Faith is the true 
organ of the knowledge of God. It shows us the 
invisible, and explains the incomprehensible. ' The 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God. Now we have received the Spirit which is of 
God, that we might know the things that are given 

to us of God.' " t 

Carlyle, in what the British Quarterly Eeview truly 
calls his ** grievous book," the Life of Sterling, sneers 
with prejudice, and utter bad taste> at the privi- 

* Dr. John Pyc Smith. 

t D«. J. H. Merk D'Aubigq^, on Faith and Knowledge. 
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lege of a Christian man considered in these pages, in 
relating a most heroic instance of self-devotion in a 
Cornish miner ; who, finding himself and a.companion 
placed, bj an expected and unavoidable explosion, 
in circumstances in which only one could apparently 
be saved by what appeared the certain death of 
the other, said, '* Go aloft. Jack : in one minute I 
shall be in heaven ! " He did so : the explosion 
almost immediately occurred, and, in a wonderful 
manner, this noble-hearted man was preserved, and 
but little injured. This man, in the language of 
this " paganizing philosopher," is " an ignorant, 
good man, entirely given up to Methodism, who had 
been perfect in the fiiith of assurance, that he should 
:get to heaven if he died ; " and " that he is now a 
prosperous, modest dairyman, thankful for the upper 
light, and safety from the wrath to come." We 
shall leave the reviewer to deal with this flippancy. 
*' We," says the reviewer, " may fairly ask, if this 
man had been a Buddhist or a Mohammedan, should 
We have had these sneers about * ignorant goodness,* 
and ' safety from the wrath to come r' ' We believe 
not: and perhaps, also, Mr. Carlyle will tell us 
whether he thinks it his duty to carp at convictions 
the truth of which he cannot gainsay P and to cast 
. ridicule on that which is either solemn matter of 
belief, or, at all events, matter not discussed so far 
as to lead to philosophical indifferentism, in the case 
of nine out of ten of his readers ? * Safety from the 
wrath to come ! ' Awful words I Eternity behind 
us, and eternity before ; a consciousness of guilt ; a 
premonition of punishment ; a certainty that we 
must go * the common road into this great dark- 
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ness ; ' and this apostle of the new creed standing 
by to light us on a way, which is to him as great a 
Llank as to ourselves, with that miserable lucifer- 
match of his, in the shape of a small joke, which 
goes out in foulness, and leaves the darkness as deep 
and more noisome than before! And this gibing 
about such things, and at such moments, — this is 
wisdom, the new, the better philosophy ! " * 

How necessary a preliminary, then, is it to the 
proposed consideration of the Witness of the Holy 
Spirit to the adoption of the Believer, thg-t we in- 
quire whether we possess this adaptation ; and, if 
so, that we reverentially seek its increase ; or that, 
as we discover its absence, we pray earnestly for 
grace which shall produce and maintain it ; so that 
we may consistently and profitably contemplate this 
important privilege ! Well suited to the occasion is 
the prayer in the Collect for Whit- Sunday, in the 
employment of which, we invite the reader to join 
us in concluding this chapter : " Gk)d, who as at this 
time didst teach the hearts of Thy faithful people 
by sending to them the light of Thy Holy Spirit ; 
grant us, by the same Spirit, to have a right judg- 
ment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in His 
holy comfort ; through the merits of Christ Jesus 
our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in 
the unity of the same SpirityOne God, world without 
end. Amen." 

♦ BritLih Quarterly Review, No. xxix., p. 250. 
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CHAPTER III. 

BBVIEW OF THE OPINIONS OP DIVINES RESPECTING 
THE WITNESS OP THE HOLY SPIBIT. 

TnoiraH, in our attempts to elucidate the import- 
ant subject of the witness of the Holj Spirit, we 
have not to venture unaided upon theological dis- 
covery, yet we have the difficulty of selecting our 
guides. On the principles stated in the preceding 
chapter, we shall have to reject the assistance of 
several, both ancient and modern, expositors, of 
whose help, on some other subjects, we are glad to 
avail ourselves, and the value of which we unhesi- 
tatingly and fully acknowledge ; and to endeavour to 
form our opinions in accordance with those which 
have resulted from laborious, spiritual, and therefore 
well-adapted, examinations of the truth of God. In 
doing this, it will be necessary to notice many of the 
various explications which have been given, and the 
different interpretations of those texts of holy Scrip- 
ture which, in our estimation, directly teach the 
doctrine. We hope to do this candidly and fairly ; 
and by so doing, to remove mistake, to caution 
against error, and to prepare for the reception 
of that exposition which we conceive to be the true 
one. 

The texts to which we now more particularly refer 
are, Bom. viii. 16 : '^ The Spirit itself beareth witness 
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with our spirit, that we are the children of God ; '* 
and Gkil. iv. 6 : " And because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father." Other texts will require 
consideration in a subsequent part of the inquiry. 

These passages are by Pyle, and some others, 
understood as having exclusive reference to the 
transition of the church from the servile to the filial 
state, — from the Mosaic to the Christian dispensa- 
tion. This interpretation, however, is defective, 
and does not compreh-end the entire meaning of the 
Apostle. Dr. Adam Clarke observes, in his note oh 
Eom. viii. 1, " The Apostle has not been dealing in 
general matters only, but also in those which are 
particular. He has not been pointing out merely 
the difference between the two dispensations, the 
Mosaic and the Christian; but he marks out the 
fitate of a penitent under the former, and that of a 
believer under the latter. The last chapter closed 
with an account of the deep distress of the penitent } 
this one opens with an account of his salvation. The 
now, therefore, in the text, must refer more to the 
happy transition from darkness to light, from con* 
detonation to pardon, which the believer now enjoys, 
than to the Christian dispensation taking place of 
the Jewish economy.*' 

Wall, in his " Critical Notes upon the Kew Testa* 
ment," and others with him, assign the privilege 
disclosed in those passages exclusively to the apos* 
tolic age, and make it consist in special revelations 
to the Apostles, and probably to some of their con* 
temporaries. This opinion assumes that it was then 
irequired and vouchsafed to accomplish some purpose 
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peculiar t,o that period ; that it was incident to, or 
necessarily connected with, the apostolic ministry 
and primitive experience; that it answered its de- 
signed end ; and that it has therefore ceased. This we 
deny, discovering no such limitation or special refer- 
ence in the inspired teaching of the Apostle. On 
the contrary, we observe that this privilege is associ- 
ated with others which Christianity yields to all 
its faithful subjects ; privileges of a private and per- 
sonal character, arising from its ordinary saving 
operation, and which cannot be proved to have 
belonged to any specific period, without admitting 
that the enlightening, justifying, corrective, and 
sanctifying process of the Gospel belonged also 
exclusively to that time. Now, to quote Dr. 
Whitby, "to say ttat all these operations of the 
Holy Spirit were peculiar to the first ages of the 
church, and therefore have now ceased, is in effect 
to make the dispensation of the Gospel cease."* 
The operations of the Holy Ghost, which work the 
conversion of a sinner, are not extraordinary and 
peculiar to primitive times, but are the ordinary 
privilege of the faithful in all ages ; because, with- 
out these gracious influences, no sinner could be 
converted or saved. " The memorial of that most 
glorious dispensation the Christian church wisely 
and piously hath continually preserved, obliging us 
at this time peculiarly to bless God for that incom- 
parable and inestimable gift, conferred then most 
visibly on the church, and still really bestowed on 
every particular member duly incorporated there- 

♦ Whitby, Five Points, 1710, 8vo., p. 241. 



26 WITNESS OP THE HOLT SPIEIT 

into. I say, bestowed on every particular member 
of the church; for the evangeKcal covenant doth 
extend to every Christian ; and a principal ingre- 
dient thereof is the collation of this Spirit."* 
"This promise (Luke xi. 13) assures to us the 
continual presence and influence of the Holy Ghost, 
for all the purposes of guidance and direction, of 
grace and assistance, of comfort and support in our 
Christian course." f Every man, in every age, that 
obtains a knowledge of salvation by Jesus Christ, is 
as really a partaker of the saving graces of the 
Divine Spirit as the Apostles were. There is but 
one salvation for them and for us. But this salva- 
tion was wrought in them, and is now wrought in 
us, "by the washing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost." (Titus iii. 5.) The 
nature of every man is depraved, its corruption 
universal, and it can be sanctified only by the Holy 
Spirit; without which sanctification, neither the 
Apostles, who were equally sinners with ourselves, 
nor any of the posterity of fallen Adam, could or 
can be admitted to the enjoyment of God. It 
matters not, therefore, in what age of the world we 
live, or what character we sustain ; we have one 
common nature through original sin, and one 
common salvation by means of Christ's redemption : 
and all who are made partakers of that salvation are 
so blessed through the same operations of the same 
Spirit, The extraordinary operations of the Holy 
Ghost, of which this witness is, by some, erroneously 

• Dr. T. Barrow, Sermon on Gilt of the Holy Ghost. 
t Tillotson. 
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supposed to be one, existed for particular purposes, 
and were confined to the early age of the church ; 
but to none of the objects contemplated in their 
existence do the inspired writings make this witness 
necessary. The Apostles' were commissioned by 
Christ Himself, and were qualified for their office by 
their knowledge of the facts of His history, and by 
the bestowment of miraculous powers upon them. 
Paul was constituted an Apostle by the appointment 
of Christ, whose glory he beheld on his way to 
Damascus; he received similar qualifications to 
those possessed by his predecessors in the apos- 
tolate, and was strengthened in his eventful course 
by heavenly manifestations. But nowhere is this 
witness referred to as the seal of apostolic authority, 
or as the mode or any part of the means by which 
such commission was either received or confirmed. 
Had this been the case, it would have been defined 
as the exclusive privilege of the Apostles; nor 
would it have been invariably connected with enjoy- 
ments, to the attainment of which the church 
generally were exhorted, or on the possession of 
which believers were congratulated by inspired 
writers. " Grant it of the Apostles, that they knew 
their own adoption, and we may infer that this 
knowledge is a privilege of all believers, as well as 
theirs : for the faith whereby they were assured was 
ordinary; the grounds of assurance common to 
them with all true believers ; the benefit itself 
general, not in any special manner appropriated. 
What promises soever concerning life and happiness 
were made to the Apostles, the same are made to all 
believers, and confirmed and sealed in the same 
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manner; for ihej have one God, one Christ, one 
Spirit; they are under one covenant, and live by 
tiie same faith. The adoption of believers is eon- 
finned on God's part tinto them by the witness of 
the Spirit with the graces thereof."* 

In -extending this privilege to any or to all who 
Were contemporary with the Apostles, it is affirmed 
by Dr. Macknight to be the testimony arising from 
the bestowment of miraculous gifts upon the infant 
church, demonstrating the truth and divinity of 
Christianity, to the establishment and comfort of its 
members, and especially assuring the Gentiles of 
their sonship, or right to be considered God's 
people, equally with the Jews. We admit that the 
miracles of Christ, His resurrection, and the signs 
and wonders subsequently wrought by the Apostles, 
were intended to confirm the faith of that and of 
every succeeding age in the Divine authority of 
Christianity, and rejoice that they folly answer the 
purpose of their existence ; but it is for the sup- 
porters of the opinion just stated, to show that this 
witness is spoken of as the result of these mira- 
culous gifts, or that it was ever employed for such 
general and public confirmation. In the enumera- 
tion of such gifts it is not mentioned, but is rather 
referred to as one of the personal advantages 
flowing from Christianity, which, by other manifest- 
ations of the Holy Ohost, is proved to be Divine. 
The Apostle Paul proves the right of the Gentiles 
to Christian privileges, in his Epistle to the 
Eomans : this witness, however, is not involved in 



Ball on Faith, -Ito^, UU, p. 2&e. 
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Ms argument, but is mentioned as one of the conse- 
quences of the faithful apprehension and indivi- 
dual improvement of such general conclusion. 
Wesley thus quotes from Origen : " Every one that 
is born of God, and doth not commit sin, by his 
very actions saith, *Our Father which art in 
heaven,' the Spirit itself bearing witness with their 
spirit, that they are the children of God ; " and 
observes, "According to Origen, therefore, this 
testimony of the Spirit is not any public testimony 
by miracles, peculiar to the first times, but an 
inward testimony, belonging in common to all that 
are bom of God.*'* 

Of the opinion of Theodoret, .whose views con- 
cerning the Holy Ghost were opposed by Cyril, and 
condemned by a Council at Ephesus,t that " it is the 
truth or doctrine which confirmeth us as the sons of 
God," it may suffice to observe, that the language of 
the Epistles clearly indicates an internal testimony, 
and does not refer to external doctrine. The text 
(Eom. viii. 16) is explicit, and distinguishes between 
the doctrines of inspiration and the immediate 
agency of the Holy Ghost : " the Spirit itself beareth 
witness," not mediately by His word, but directly by 
His Divine power, "that we are the children of 
God." It is admitted that the Spirit, in the word, 
testifies to the true character of those who are bom 
of God ; but love to God, which is a prominent 



♦ Wesley's Works, 8d edition, vol. viii., p. 94. 

t See Clarke's Succession of Siusred literature* vol. ii., p. 154 ; 
Pearson on the Creed, 8vo., Oxon., 1797, vol. i„ p. 492 ; and Willet's 
Comment on Aomans viiL 16, foUo, 161 1^ 
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characteristic, cannot be felt by us till we know God 
to be our Father in particular, and not merely the 
Father of all mankind. Of this relation the mind 
must be satisfactorily persuaded before the rule can 
be at all applicable. We cannot discover what has 
taken place in the mind of God, relating to our 
personal justification and adoption, from general 
descriptions of the character of His children ; nor 
can we realise love to a reconciled God, whilst we 
have trembling apprehensions of His just judgment. 
It is the Holy Spirit that "knoweth the mind 
of God," and that can alone seal upon the con- 
science, or assure the mind of, the Divine decision 
concerning our personal forgiveness and adoption. 
We do not, then, infer our sonship from the contem- 
plation of the inspired word in connexion with our 
moral state ; but the Holy Ghost directly testifies 
the fact unto us, and thus assuredly persuades or 
certifies our minds. 

Dr. Malan, of Geneva, and others, appear to speak 
of assurance as constituting the essence, or part of 
the essence, of faith ; so that to believe the Gospel, 
and to have assurance of our own acceptance with 
God, are the same thing. They appear to do this, 
though perhaps they mean, rather, to affirm the 
inseparable union than the identity of the two things. 
There is an obvious distinction here ; and if it be 
meant that faith ia assurance, we oppose and deny 
the doctrine. In order to justify the opinion, that to 
have faith in the Gospel is to have assurance, the 
testimony of the Gospel must be as follows : — " The 
atonement of Christ has brought all men into a 
state of personal acceptance with Q^d ; " or thus, 
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*' A. B. is in a state of personal acceptance with 
God." In either case, faith and assurance would be 
identical. But this is not the Gospel testimony. 
The Gk)spel testimony is, " God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
helicveth in Him might not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life." "For God sent not His Son into the 
world to condemn the world ; but that the world, 
through Him might he " (not are) " saved. He that 
believeth on Him is not condemned; but he that 
beli-eveth not is condemned already" (John iii. 
16-18.) It is evident from these passages and 
others, that the Gospel declaration is not, that all 
men, or that any men, have been brought into a state 
of personal acceptance with God, but that they may 
be brought into this state by faith in Christ ; for to 
them who are in Christ Jesus, and to them only, there 
is no condemnation. Identifying fEiith and assurance, 
then, involves error respecting the very nature of the 
Gospel, and equally so in regard to the great thing 
effected by the death of Christ ; which death made 
it possible for God to be just and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus. It did not bring all men or 
any man into a state of actual acceptance with Gk)d. 
It removed all obstacles to this end, and through it 
terms of mercy are proposed to sinners ; but till this 
mercy be actually a^ccepted, men are left in a state of 
personal condemnation. " Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou ahalt he saved." This is the record. 
It is impossible, then, in the nature of the case, that 
assurance of salvation, in its theological sense, can 
form any part of the faith of the Gospel. The 
Gospel does not testify to any individual that he is 
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acc^ted of God: it declares that all men may be 
saved; but assurance of personal salvation comes 
altogether from another source, — the Divine Spirit.* 
The witness of the Spirit is also made to consist 
in the " fruit of the Spirit " within us ; in the 
religious effects produced in ' believers : and the 
witness of our own spirit is said to be the "con- 
sciousness" we possess of the existence of such 
effects, t This opinion, which agrees with the Popish 
doctrine of the annotations on the Ehenish Testa- 
ment, that this witness is nothing else " but the 
inward good motions, comfort, and contentment of 
spirit which the children of God do daily feel more 
and more," excludes the witnessing operation of- the 
Holy Ghost to the believer's adoption, and makes 
his comfort to depend on the recognition of gracious 
effects wrought within him, by what some consider 
the imperceptible workings of the Holy Spirit. Iii 
Mant and D'Oyly's Commentary we read, " We 
never could have known, unless it had been com- 
municated to us by a Divine revelation, that our 
souls are moved by a Divine power, when we * love 
God, and keep His commandments/" Trapp, in 
his " Sermons on being Eighteous over-much," J 
observes, " That there is such a thing as the opera- 
tion, Bjad influence of the Holy Spirit upon our souls, 

* Ob. the subject treated in. thig paragrapb, the writer acknow- 
ledges his obligations to the late Dr. George Payne, of the Western 
College, Plymouth. 

See also, on this subject, a quotation from Br. Doddridge in the 
Appendix 

f Dr. Wardlaw on Assurance, p. 104. 

t 8to., 1739, p. 44. 
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(for what else is God's grace, without which we can 
do no good thing P) though we cannot distinguish it 
from the operations of our own minds, is granted 
and insisted upon by all sincere and judicious 
Christians." In a sermon against the Methodists, 
entitled, " The Operations of the Holy Spirit imper- 
ceptible, and how Men may know whether they are 
under the Guidance and Influence of the Spirit," 
preached by T. Dockwray, at Newcastle, 1741, the 
following observations occur : — " All reasonable and 
sober Christians believe that the Holy Spirit works 
His graces in an imperceptible manner, and that 
there is no sensible difference between this and the 
natural operation of our minds." In Bishop Gib- 
son's Fourth Pastoral Letter we read : " The ordi- 
nary gifts and influences of the Spirit, however real 
and certain in themselves, are no otherwise dis- 
cernible than by their fruits and effects, as these 
appear in the lives of Christians ;" and Mant main- 
tains that '' we feel the influences of the Spirit no 
otherwise than we do our thoughts and' meditations ; 
we cannot distinguish them, by their manner of 
affecting us, from our natural reasonings." ''i' Of all 
such interpretations, it may suffice to observe, that 
in assuming the operations of the Holy Ghost to be 
undistinguishable from those of our intellect, they 
confine the witness altogether to the believer's own 
spirit, contrary to the obvious and literal meaning 
of the terms in which the Apostle describes it. 

Dr. PaJey, in his Sermons on Spiritual Influence,t 
in which its universal necessity, reality, and present 

* Bampton Lectures, p. 299. 
t Works, edition 1828, 8to., vol. v., p. 210. 
D 
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bestowment upon the church are energetically main- 
tained, and which contain many valuable observa- 
tions, says, " The agency of the Spirit distinctly 
perceived (or distinguished from the operations of 
our own mind) is, properly speaking, a miracle. 
Now, miracles are instruments in the hand of Qod 
of signal and extraordinary effects, produced upon 
signal and extraordinary occasions. Neither inter- 
nally nor externally do they form the ordinary course 
of His proceeding with His reasonable creatures." 
The Doctor means, by " miracle," an effect above 
human or natural power ; or an event contrary to 
the established constitution or course of things; 
or a sensible suspension, control of, or deviation 
from, the known laws of nature; wrought by the 
immediate act, by the concurrence, or by the per- 
mission of Q-od, for the proof of some particular 
doctrine ; or in attestation of the authority of some 
particular persOn. He pleads the " constitution of 
the human soul" and "experience" against such 
perception ; and these appear to be the established 
constitution and course of things regarded in his 
argument. Now, to enable us to decide against the 
internal perception and distinctness of the operations 
of the Holy Q-host, 'we must possess perfect acquaint- 
ance with all the laws of spiritual influence, with all 
the properties and capabilities of the human soul, 
and especially of the soul when acted upon by the 
power of God the Holy Ghost. To such knowledge, 
we presume, no pretension is made, and therefore 
against the possibility of such distinct perception no 
argument can be successfully maintained ; as there 
may be laws not discovered by the metaphysics of 
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tlie objector, which do or may qualify the mind for 
this perception. Nor can the objection be better 
supported by any argument from the established order 
of things, or the experience which we have of their 
order ; as the before-mentioned laws of spiritual in- 
fluence require certain positions and circumstances of 
mind, into which positions and circumstances the 
mind of the objector has, it is more than probable, 
never been brought. He has not entered into the 
sphere in which these laws develop themselves ; and 
knowing only the established order of his own things, 
he should not hastily conclude that this, his orders is 
universal ; or that experience differing from his own 
does not exist apart from his recognition. Indeed, no 
argument against the possibility of this perception, 
from the established order of things, can be successful, 
unless the objector can first show, that his experience 
of such established order is commensurate with that 
order, in all possible arrangemeiits, combinations, 
influences, and effects of all things, both Divine and 
human. But if he have not such cognate and con- 
gruous acquaintance, such all-perfect knowledge, out 
of which to produce the principles of his judgment, 
then may we reasonably conclude, that, beyond his 
discoveries, there are modes of existence and action, 
unions and distinctions, influences and emanations, 
of a more perfectly spiritual nature and greater 
efficiency; and such as he has no faculty subtle 
enough to conceive of distinctly, nor any principles 
sufficiently congruous to qualify him to pronounce 
confidently upon professions of experience contrary 
to or beyond his own. We think, therefore, that 
this objection to the distinct perception of the opera- 
D 2 
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tion of the Holy Spirit fails ; that such perception 
is not miraculous ; and that it does not imply " a 
dispensation of constant miracles" to affirm, that 
Christians may and do so perceive the difference 
between the Spirit's operation, and the operations of 
their own minds. No deviation from the laws of 
spiritual influence, which are, in this case, the ** laws 
of nature," is, or can be proved to be, necessary to 
such perception ; and against the experience of those 
who assert the contrary, we oppose the more extended 
and fitting experience of the many who rejoice in 
their own discovery of such diflference between the 
one and the other. The plea of experience against 
this recognition may thus certainly be fairly met by 
the testimony of counter-experience in its favour : 
nor will the evidence thus appear to be merely 
balanced ; for unless it can be shown, that some one 
or more of our mental attributes or laws render this 
distinction impossible, without miraculous inter- 
ference in their suspension or arbitrary control, the 
testimony in favour of its possible and certain 
existence must preponderate, and, with Divinely 
illuminated minds, will be conclusive. 

The witness is considered by Leigh, Bishop Bullj* 
and Scott, corroborative of, and subsequent to, the 
testimony of conscience. "The Holy Ghost co- 

* In a letter addressed to his brother Samuel by Joba Wesley, on 
the subject now under consideration, written in the year 1738, we 
have the following remarks :— " I think Bishop Bull's sermon on 
the witness of the Spirit (against the witness of the Spirit, it should 
rather be entitled) is full of gross perversions of Scripturej and 
manifest contradictions both to Scripture and experience." — Clarke's 
Wesley Family, 12mo., voL il., p. 210. 
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incides with the testimony of believers' consciences, 
as to their embracing the Q-ospel, and giving them- 
selves up to the service of Qod : so that whilst they 
are examining themselves as to the reality of their 
conversion, and find scriptural evidence of it, the 
Holy Spirit from time to time shines upon His own 
work, excites their holy affections into lively exercise, 
renders them very efficacious upon their conduct, and 
thus puts the matter beyond doubt ; for while they 
feel the spirit of dutiful children towards Q-od, they 
become satisfied concerning His paternal love to 
them." * Here the finding of scriptural evidence of 
conversion as the result of examination, in which 
the Holy Ghost assists by "shining on His own 
work," without any direct testimony, is made the 
entire witness. It is also confounded with, or lost 
sight of in, its effects, by Parkhurst, in a Tract 
on this subject, addressed to John Wesley,t who 
teaches that it is " the spirit of love to God, or 
a loving spirit ;" by Tholuck, who understands it of 
the "reign of love within us;" by Stuart, who 
affirms it to be " the imparting of a filial spirit to 
us ;" and by Ambrose, who makes it " the impulse 
of prayer in the believer." Such are, undoubtedly, 
the results of the grace of adoption, and invariably 
arise in the heart which is certified of its participa- 
tion in this privilege. But they belong to the 
secondary and indirect evidence of our own spirits, 
and their existence depends upon the primary and 
direct testimony of the Holy Ghost. Wesley fully 
meets and, to ourmind, refutes these opinions. He 

♦ Scott. t 8to., 1753. 
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observes : " We must be boly of heart, and bolv in 
life, before we can be conscious tbat we are so ; before 
we can have the testimony of our spirit, that we are 
inwardly and outwardly holy. But we must love 
God before we can be holy at all ; this being the 
root of all holiness. Now we cannot love Gk)d till we 
know He loves us. * We love Him because He first 
loved us. ' And we cannot know His pardoning love to 
us, till His Spirit witnesses it to our spirit. Since, 
therefore, this testimony of His Spirit must precede 
the love of God and all holiness, of consequence it 
must precede our inward consciousness thereof, or 
the testimony of our own spirit." * So also speaks 
Calvin : f " The Apostle undoubtedly teaches us that 
the real genuine foundation of all charity (love) is 
the persuasion, which the faithful experience, of the 
love entertained by Qtod for them." J Dr. Preston 

* Wjsley's Works, 3d edition, p. 115. 

t Comment on Rom. v. 5. 

i To quote one whose opinion on another subject is condemned 
in these pages, — Coleridge, who, ou the substitution of charity for 
faith in the salvation of the sinner, says : " To many, to myself 
formerly, it has appeared a mere dispute about words : but it is by 
no means of so harmless a character ; for it tends to give a false 
direction to our thoughts, by diverting the conscience from the 
ruined and corrupted state in which we are without Christ. Sin is 
the disease. What is the remedy ? Charity ? Pshaw ! Charity, 
in the large, apostolic sense of the term, is the health, the state to be 
obtained by the use of the. remedy, not the sovereign balm itself, — 
faith of grace, faith in the God-manhood, the Cross, the mediation, 
the j>erfected righteousness of Jesus, to the utter rejection and abjura- 
tion of all righteousness of our own 1 Faith alone is the restorativ e. 
The Romish scheme is preposterous ; — it puts the rill before the 
spring. It is quite childish to talk of faith being imperfect without 
charity: as wisely may you say that a fire, however bright and 
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says, ."Wheresoever the witness of the Spirit is, 
always there follows it love towards God and Jesus 
Christ: for it cannot be otherwise; all love comes from 
knowledge ; now when a man hath seen Jesus Christ 
indeed, — that is, when the Lord hath showed His own 
«elf unto him, when He hath drawn near to a man in 
the witness of His Spirit, when He hath manifested 
Himself, it cannot be but a man must love Him."* 
G-umal observes, " A man must necessarily be par- 
doned, before he can know that he is pardoned. The 
candle must be lighted, before I can see it is lighted. 
The child must be bom, before I can be assured it is 
bom. The object must be before the act.'*t Thus 
the necessity of the immediate witness of the Holy 
Spirit, in order to the production of the evidence 
referred to by the before-cited commentators, is 
established, and the order of testimony ascertained. , 
In an illustration of Eom. viii. 16, by the Eev. 
John A. James, J the following objection occurs: — 
" Some believe that there is granted to each rege- 
nerate soul a distinct witness, in the way of 
suggestion, or impression, of its spiritual birth. 
This, however, does not appear to be the meaning 
of the Apostle." Several reasons in support of this 
objection follow. To these reasons we shall direct 
our attention. We premise, that the direct witness 

strong, was imperfect without heat ; or that the sun, however cload- 
less, is imperfect without beams. The true answer would be, — it is 
not faith, but utter reprobate faithlessness." — Coleridge, Literary 
Bemains, toL ii., p. 868. 

• New Covenant, 4to., 1630, p. 418. 

t Christian Armour, 3d edition, 4to., 1638, part ii., p. 487. 

X Pastoral Address on the " Assurance of Hope." 
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is considered by those who espouse the opinion 
objected to, not as testifying to the regeneration of 
the believer, but to his adoption ; to the change in 
his condition and relation ; and that it leads to, and 
is employed by the Holy Ghost in producing, that 
change of character which is called " regeneration." 
Gk)d pardons, justifies, and adopts the believer 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, and witnesses the 
fact of his adoption unto him ; and then it is, that, 
being thus assured of Q-od's love, the believer loves 
God, and commences the life of love, or of Christian 
regeneration.* 

The reasons assigned in support of the objection 
are, First, " It does not accord with the context, 
which is obviously practical, and speaks of the influ- 
ence of the Spirit as received for the mortification 
of sill, and for the production of all the dispositions 
and habits of the Christian life, especially the Spirit 
of Moption." Kow, if the context refers to the 
gracious effects of the Holy Spirit's operation in 
.believers, yet the " Spirit of adoption " is not to be 
enumerated among such effects, or to be confounded 
with them ; but it is to be understood of the Divine * 
Worker Himself, whose witnessing operation is 
necessary to the production of the consequences 
contemplated.t The Holy Ghost, the Spirit of 

* This subject will be farther considered in a subsequent 
chapter. 

t So Calvin, Poole, Gayse, and other commentators interpret the 
text ; — " The Spirit of adoption gives an assured belief of this fiitherly 
kindness, since He would never inspire us with confidence in our 
prayers unless He had first sealed a gratuitoiw pardon." — Calvin, 
Rom. viii. 15, 16. 
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adoption, is received witnessing with our spirits 
that we are the children of G-od. 

Secondly. "It is unsupported by any other 
passage where assurance is spoken of." Without 
conceding this, we remark that it is totally unop- 
posed by those passages in which assurance is 
mentioned; that the mode of interpreting the 
Spirit's witness objected to cannot be proved to be 
inconsistent with, or to contradict, them ; and that 
such direct attestation may be, and has been, 
inferred from, and taught in connexion with, them. 
Thus, not to oppose our own views against the 
objection, not to quote the defenders of the Wes- 
leyan theology, we produce the following impartial 
authorities, commenting on passages of Holy 
Scripture, in which assurance is distinctly implied 
or taught; namely, Luther, who illustrates, in 
perfect keeping with the opinion said to be errone- 
ous, Gkbl. iv. 6 ; Bishop Babington, Heb. x. 22 ; 
Col. ii. 2 ; • Bishop Davenant, who quotes, for con- 
firmation of the same interpretations, Gal. iv. 6 ; 
Eph. i. 13. t So also Manton, Eph. i. 13; and 2 

** This is not the testimony of the graces and operations of the 
Spirit, bat of the Spirit itself." — Poole, Rom. viii. 16. 

" The Spirit is here spoken of as a Divine Person, who, iu a Aree, 
intelligent, and authoritative manner, bears witness with our spirits ; 
and God is said to know the mind of the Spirit, who makes inter- 
cession for the saints. (Verse 27.) And therefore this passage 
might be rendered, * The Spirit Himself bears witness,* ** &c. — Guyse, 
Rom. viii. 16. 

* Bishop Babington on the Catholic Faith. 

t Allport*8 translation of Davenant on Colossians, vol. i., pp. 
89, 40. 
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Cor. i. 22;* and Poole, who explains in the same 
way Eph, i. 13. These references may suffice, 
though numerous quotations from writers of the 
same theological school might easily be accumu- 
lated, and some will be hereafter cited^ for addi- 
tional confirmation. 

Thirdly. " It would, if this were its meaning, 
come under the head of a revelation from God, and 
seem to require something else to authenticate it." 
We submit that it is not a " rcTelation from GU)d " 
in the sense of the objection, which is that of inM- 
lible inspiration, by which holy men wrote the 
sacred Scriptures, and which was authenticated to 
others by accompanying circumstances. It is no 
more a " revelation from God " than the conviction 
of a sinner's lost estate is ; which is produced in 
individuals by the same Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of 
bondage, and does not, in our estimation, '' seem to 
require something else to authenticate it," any 
more than such convincing operation does. To us 
the objection appears quite as fatal to the one as to 
the other, did we not consider it to leave both alike 
unaffected. 

Fourthly. "It would open a door for mistake 
and self-deception." This cannot be consistently 
maintained ; for the opinion that we are to ascertain 
our sonship " by consciousness and a comparison with 
the word of God," by being conscious that our 
state agrees with the description of the children of 
God in the written word, is quite as open to the 
same objection. If we may mistake that which 
originates solely in our own minds, for what is 
* Sermcn on Job xix. 26. 
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termed the direct witness of the Spirit, we may as 
easily mistake our own too favourable construction 
of our state of mind, for the correspondence required. 
Indeed, we think the authoritative testimony of 
God, which we make the basis of assurance, less 
liable to be mistaken, than any mental operation or 
comparison whatever ; and incomparably so in sea- 
sons of trial, depression, or temptation. Wesley,* 
replying to the observation, "Many have fatally 
deceived themselves thereby," says, "And yet a 
scriptural doctrine is no worse, though men abuse 
it to their own destruction." But certainty of the 
Divine favour cannot be produced by " conscious- 
ness," as it must in the nature of things exist 
before we can be conscious of it, and consciousness 
is an effect resulting from its existence. There 
must be some previous evidence in order to beget 
the consciousness contended for. Nor can this con- 
sciousness be wrought in us by faith ; for we cannot 
believe that we enjoy the favour of God, till we 
have such enjoyment, and are conscious of it, — till 
we know that we possess it. Faith in Christ in 
order to salvation is one thing, and the knowledge 
of our personal salvation is another, not necessarily 
connected therewith, but graciously vouchsafed in 
addition to it. This consciousness must, therefore, 
be preceded by manifestation of the thing to be 
known to our perception, and every such manifesta- 
tion must be direct. In our consciousness of the 
fruit of the Spirit within us, the operation of the 
Holy Ghost is pre-supposed, and also our knowledge 
of His operation. If the mind must be conscious of 
• Wesley's Works, 8d editioB, vol. v., pp. 129, 180. 
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God's favour before its conclusions relating thereto 
can be satisfactory, and if a sense of this favour 
must be communicated before we can be conscious 
of it, then the evidence or witness producing this 
consciousness must be direct. 

Fifthly, "It has never been received by mul- 
titudes who have been sincerely and eminently 
pious." But it has been received by multitudes 
as sincerely and eminently pious as the persons 
thus noticed. "It is confirmed by the experience 
of thousands of the children of God." * And we 
know, in this day, many who so understand, and 
have so received it, and who now rejoice in it: 
and we incline to think that many who have not 
received the opinion for which we contend, have, 
nevertheless, received the direct witness of the 
Spirit, in those moments of comfort and joy, when 
they clearly discerned an influence superior to any 
operation of their own minds, and which has led 
to changes within them which they thankfully and 
satisfactorily contemplate. That the pious of all 
evangelical denominations have the recollection of 
such moments, we cannot doubt ; and with such 
persons we are less anxious concerning an agree- 
ment in the theological definitions of the privilege, 
than we are for the recognition of the enjoyment 
itself. 

Sixthly. "It is unnecessary, because, without 
being supported by the inferential evidence, it is 
not to be trusted." We think, on the contrary, that 
it is necessary in order to the production of those 
dispositions, graces, and habits, which constitute 
• Wesley's Works, 8d edition, vol. v., p. 128. 
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the inferential evidence. To call upon us to infer 
our sonship or gracious acceptance with Qod, from 
the presence of love to God in oar hearts, and 
from the effects of such holy affection on our 
principles and lives ; to feel, according to a quota- 
tion in the "Pastoral Address," from Cudworth, 
" an inward sense of God's love to us, flowing out 
of our hearty and unfeigned love to Him," is to 
reverse the order of St. John, who says, " We love 
G^d because He first loved us." Now the principal 
feature of regeneration is love to God: this 
is the principle of all graces and of all holiness. 
Nor can we love God, or have any holiness from 
which to infer our regeneration, till we know that 
God loves us. The love of God must, therefore, be 
ascertained by us in some other way than by infer- 
ence, and prior to any such inference as that men- 
tionedi Thus we are quite unprepared to agree to 
the concluding position of the " Address," that " it is 
much safer and more correct to consider the witness 
of the Spirit as purely inferential," as we do not 
perceive how any inference at all, of the nature 
required, can be drawn, till regeneration, love to 
God, not giving existence to a sense of Gk)d's love 
to us, but arising out of that love, ae it is " shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost," be estab- 
lished and operative within us. We think it incum- 
bent on those who object to this view to show how 
the penitent sinner, upon whom the Holy Spirit 
operates as the Spirit of bondage, and who is broken- 
hearted with a sense of sin, and distressed because 
he is unable to love God according to his now ascer- 
tained duty and privilege, obtains the power so to 
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love God as to originate an inward sense of Clod's 
love to him, as Cudworth would have us under- 
stand. We cannot perceive how this love to Gh>d 
can be produced upon Mr. James's hypothesis ; and 
do, therefore, steadfastly adhere to our own views 
in the absence of any elucidation of this difficulty. 

We do not, however, with Dr. Crisp and the 
Antinomians, presume to rest in any supposed 
testimony of the Spirit which is separate from its 
fruit ; though we do not rest in the supposed fruit 
of the Spirit without this witness. We believe, 
with Calvin, "that the Spirit of God gives such a 
testimony to us, that He being our Guide and 
Teacher, our spirit finds our adoption of God to be 
certain. For our mind, of itself, independent of the 
preceding testimony of the Spirit, could not produce 
this persuasion in us." * We believe that the true 
witness is accompanied by " * love, peace, and joy,' 
not going before, but following, it;" and that if 
the Spirit of God does really testify that we are 
the children of Gk)d, the immediate consequence 
will be the fruit of the Spirit. It is ever associated 
with definable and tangible evidences.f 

* Comment on Rom. viii. 16. 

t The late Jolin Foster, (antlior of the Essays,) in a letter to the 
Rev. Josiah Hill, says : " I never thought of questioning the fact, that 
many pious men have had and have, in respect to their being in a 
state of acceptance and salvation, a certain testimony in feeling, not 
very definable, and (I would not say independent of, but) distinguish- 
able from, a deliberate account taken of evidences, by what may be 
called a sober, investigating self-examination ; but certainly there 
are many genuine Christians who have not^ to their own conscious- 
ness, this happy kind of testimony." He thinks there is " great 
and dangerous liability to delusion '' in such teaching. This opinion 
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is answered in the foregoing chapter. He says it is unwise to insist 
upon it to the neglect ur exclusion of definable evidences ; and in 
this we perfectly agree with him. He adds that R. Watson was 
reported to have acted thus unwisely ; which he certainly never did, 
as his Works fuUy prove : and concludes hy inquiring whether such 
teaching had not heen, "to many, a fatal miscliief." Certainly 
auch teaching would he mischievous ; but the Wesleyans do not, 
and never did, teach in this manner. — ^Life of Foster, 8vo., 1846, 
vol. ii., p. 236. 

The Bishop of Lincoln's (Dr. Jackson) book on the " Witness 
of the Spirit " does not contain any definitions or views but what 
have been substantially referred to in this chapter. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

WESLEYAN VIEW OP THE WITNESS OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT. 

The privilege attested by the witness of the Holy 
Spirit is intimately connected with the justification 
of the penitent sinner by faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and is that of personal adoption into the 
family of God ; the gracious restoration of that filial 
relationship which was forfeited by transgression; 
the act by which those who were aliens, enemies^ 
and disinherited, are made sons of God, and heirs of 
eternal glory. "If children, then heirs, heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ ;" where it is to be 
observed " that it is not in our own right, nor in the 
right of any work done in us, or which we ourselves 
do, though it be an evangelical work, that we be- 
come heirs, but jointly with Him and in His right."* 
Into the blessedness and high and numerous advan- 
tages connected with this relationship we do not now 
intend to inquire, as they are fully described in all 
standard works on theology ; but shall confine our 
observations to the witness aflforded the believer of 
his own sonship. 

In the authorized interpretations and standards of 
Wesleyan doctrine, namely, Wesley's "Sermons" and 

* R. Watson's Works, vol. id., p. 252. 
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"Notes on the New Testament," this witness is defined 
as ** an inward impression on the soul, whereby the 
Spirit of God directly witnesses to my spirit, that I 
am a child of God ; that Jesus Christ hath loved me, 
and given Himself for me ; and that all my sins are 
blotted out ; and I, even I, am reconciled to God. 
It is a testimony distinct from that of the believer's 
own spirit, or the testimony of a good conscience." 
Dr. Adam Clarke calls it " a direct, perceptible, un- 
equivocal testimony, spiritual and satisfactory ; re- 
lating to the believer's adoption ; distinguished from 
any disposition or affection of mind which the adopted 
person may feel." Dr. Bunting observes, that one 
of the effects of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
is " tranquillity of conscience. For He testifies and 
manifests, to those in whom He dwells, their free jus- 
tification and gracious adoption. The Spirit which 
such persons have received, is 'not the Spirit of 
bondage to fear, but the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of 
God.' (Rom. viii. 15, 16.) When the Holy Ghost 
is thus fully given unto us, we are told that He 
* sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts.' (Rom. 
V. 6.) He diffuses through the soul a satisfactory 
persuasion and feeling of God's pardoning love, and 
thus banishes our shy distrust of H!im, silences our 
fears, subdues our painful anxieties, and fills us with 
a grateful sense of our unspeakable obligations to 
His redeeming goodness." * We need not, how- 
ever, multiply definitions, as their value, for our 

* Sermon on Justification by Faith. 
E 
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purpose, depends upon their accordance ^th the 
authorized one first given.* 

That the Creator possesses ability to conminne 
with the human soul, will not be questioned by those 
who admit His perfect acquaintance with His work, 
and believe His omnipotence : nor will it, we pre- 
sume, be denied, that God can commune directly, as 
well as indirectly and circumstantially, with man- 
kind ; and that, however the senses may limit and 
give character to the operations of mind, they 
form no barrier against the exercise of the direct 
agency of God upon it. God has not so circum- 
stanced the human mind, nor so permitted it to be 
circumstanced, as to isolate it from the immediate 
communications of His Spirit. To suppose this 
would be to impeach His wisdom, His power, and 
His love. Our ignorance of the mode by which God 
does, or of any method by which He could, so com- 
mune with mankind, affects not the possibility or 

* These definitions are in unison with the following opinion of 
the learned Puritan divine, Pr. Perkins : — " The testimony of the 
Spirit is more than a bare sense or feeling of God's grace ; for it is 
called the pledge and earnest of God's Spirit on our hearts ; (2 Cor. 
i. 22 ;) the earnest given between the parties to put all out of ques- 
tion." — ^Works, foL, vol. i., p. 563. See also Poole on Rom. viii. 
16 ; and Pearson on the Creed, art. viii. "To speak of the nature 
of the Spirit's testimony. It is nothing else but a gracious hiiU or 
intimation given to tbe soul by Ood, assuring our hearts and con- 
sciences of His favour and love towards us. This is not argument 
tativet but declarative ; not by force of reason, but by the immedi- 
ateness oi presence. It is not a violent ecstasy or rapture of soul 
beyond itself, but a sober, and judicious, and composed frame of 
spirit, which lies not in the fancy, but in the heart." — Horton on 
Rom. viii., p. 245. 
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certainty of such communion, any more than our 
lack of acquaintance with the philosophy of any fact 
within the sphere of sensible recognition, militates 
against the admission of its existence ; unless, indeed, 
we prefer the evidence of sense to that of revelation, 
and are disposed to dispute the inference drawn 
from the power, wisdom, and benevolence of God, 
and to pronounce boldly and unwisely, from amidst 
the imperfections of limited understanding, on the 
impossibility of such Divine operations. 

We do not undertake to show hoio the Spirit of 
God works, or can work, upon the human soul, but 
assert that He can directly work upon it. " It con- 
cerns us, in the maintenance of the dignity of our 
nature, to say that the Spirit of God can inform our 
soul as well as our soul can inform our body."* We 
are often ignorant of the operation of causes in their 
production of effects, when we discover the con- 
nexion between them with the greatest certainty. 
This is the case with the exhibitions of nature. Many 
of the principles of vegetation are known ; but how 
they operate we cannot comprehend or explain. We 
are acquainted with light, but know little of its 
varied processes. Within ourselves we experience 
that the mind acts upon the body, and the body upon 
the mind; but philosophy does not enable us to 
conceive fully the manner of such reciprocal activity. 
If spirit act upon body, why may not spirit act upon 
spirit? And is it fair to object to the reality or 
possibility of such action, that we know not how it is 
performed ? Most assuredly the Spirit of God may 

* Jeremy Taylor's "Works, c, 8, Ixxiiii. 
B 2 
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act upon the human spirit, though the mode of His 
doing so be ever so remote from our conceptions. 
It is at once unphilosophical and irreligious to 
imagine that the Infinite Spirit which cheated, sus- 
tains, and is as intimately present with every being 
as that being is with itself, cannot influence, directly 
impel and control, every creature which lives and 
moves and has its being in Him. 

But, to pass on to revelation. Adam was created 
for the enjoyment, as well as for the glorifying, of 
God. The one depended on the other. Prior to 
transgression, he was the object of the Divine com- 
placence and paternal aflfection, and was assured of, 
and delighted in, the confident knowledge of such 
fact. God, by His Spirit, held direct communion 
with him ; and in the law requiring his obedience, 
and in the declared penalties of transgression, the 
possession of the benefits to be forfeited in case of 
sin is obviously announced, and not merely obscurely 
implied. Adam's sin was followed by the forfeiture 
of the Divine favour ; by the fearfully discovered 
loss of the persuasion of its existence ; and by the 
presence of guilty apprehension and shameful con- 
demnation. He was familiar with, and loved the 
voice of, God in his rectitude and purity ; but fled 
from it in his guilt and defilement. Now, as the 
Gospel delivers the believer from the consequences 
of sin, it restores him to the enjoyment of the bless- 
ings lost by it ; to favour, to filial relationship, and 
to the assured conviction of such restoration ; and 
does not leave him in a condition inferior, in any 
way, to that of Adam in his innocence, touching his 
acceptance with God. Bather it warrants the expect- 
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ation of superior advantages and more abundant 
spiritual consolation, in honour of the Divine and 
all-perfect sacrifice of the Eedeemer. 

The inspired history of the church not only shows 
such direct communications to be possible, but re- 
cords their existence. God has directly communi- 
cated with mankind in instances too numerous to be 
distinctly mentioned. Passing, therefore, over those 
illustrations of our position which affected either the 
whole world or communities, we advert, briefly, to 
those in which God so communed with individuals 
for personal purposes, and which had reference to 
their gracious estate and acceptance with Him. 
Thus Abel, by faith, " offered unto God a more ex- 
cellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his 
gifts." To Abel, to his understanding and conscience, 
did the Holy Spirit witness that he was justified 
through the blood of Christ; and, it is probable, 
gave a visible proof of the acceptable nature of his 
sacrifice, to instruct, encourage, or condemn others, 
Enoch, " before his translation, had this testimony, 
that he pleased God." The Spirit of Gk)d witnessed 
with his spirit, and he had the testimony of it in 
his conscience, while Gk)d publicly testified his 
righteousness by translating him, that he should not 
see death. To Noah, God said, " Thee have I seen 
righteous before Me in this generation." (Gen. vii. 
1.) Abraham was favoured with repeated testi- 
monies of the Divine acceptance of his person, as 
well as with reiterated promises in his public capacity. 
" For Abraham's faith was not only a general belief 
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and assent that God's speech was true, but he had 
also a particular confidence of his own acceptance, 
and remission of his sins in the Messiah promised. 
This doth evidently appear by these two arguments : 
1. The Apostle saith, that Abraham was partaker 
by faith of that blessedness which the Prophet 
David speaketh of, (Eom. iv. 7,) * Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven;' then it foUoweth, 
(verse 9,) * Came this blessedness upon the circum- 
cision, or upon the uncircumcision ? * 2. The like 
faith was imputed to Abraham for righteousness, 
which is imputed to us ; (verse 28 ;) but our faith is 
to believe that Christ was put to death for our sins, 
and rose for our justification. (Verse 25.) There- 
fore Abraham's faith was accompanied by an assur- 
ance of remission of hip sins in Christ." * Jacob 
wrestled with God, prevailed, and was blessed; 
seeing, as he said, " God face to face." As a " man 
speaketh to his friend," so did God speak to Moses,, 
and that of his personal as well as of his official 
acceptability. (Exod. xxxiii. 11.) Job, in the climax 
of his woe, triumphed in the unclouded knowledge 
of his living Redeemer, and anticipated the glories 
of his immortal and heavenly inheritance. (Job xix. 
25-27.) The prayers, the lamentations, and the 
rejoicings of David, frequently relate to the assurance 
of the Divine favour graciously vouchsafed, in his 
day, for the comfort of the faithful. Isaiah, in the 
temple, obtained knowledge that his iniquity was 
taken away, and his sin purged. (Isai. vi.) Heze- 
kiah testifies, that the Lord had '^ cast all his sins 

• Willet's Commenl on Rom. iv. 20. 
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behind His back." (Isai. xxxviii. 17.) Christ, in the 
days of His flesh, forgave sins, and assured the for- 
given of the fact, adding signs and wonders, to show 
observers that He had power to do so. He gave to 
the pardoned immediate testimony, and to beholders 
circumstantial and miraculous proof. " But that ye 
may know that the Son of man hath power on earth 
to forgive sins, He saith to the sick of the palsy," 
whom He had just pardoned, " Arise, take up thy 
bed, and go thy way into thine house," (Mark ii. 
10, 11.) 

In thus interpreting ancient testimonies, care has 
been taken not to depart from the views which the 
best divines give of the passages referred to, and 
not to obtrude opinions unsupported by authorities 
which challenge the deference of the church. Thus, 
in the " Homily on Faith," we read, " St. Augustine 
saith, the time is altered and changed, but not the 
&ith. For we have both one faith in one Christ. 
* The same Holy Ghost also that we have, had they,* 
saith St. Paul. (1 Cor. x.) For as the Holy Ghost 
doth teach us to trust in God, and to call upon Him 
as our Father, so did He teach them to say, as 
it is written, * Thou, Lord, art our Father and Ee- 
deemer, and Thy name is without beginning, and 
everlasting.' (Isai. Ixiii.) God gave them, then, 
grace to be His children, as He doth us now. But 
now, by the coming of our Saviour, Christ, we have 
received more abundantly the Spirit of God in our 
hearts, whereby we may conceive a greater faith, and 
a surer trust, than many of them had. But in effect 
they and we be all one : we have the same faith that 
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they had in God, and they the same that we have. 
And St. Paul so much extolleth their faith, because 
we should no less, but rather more, give ourselves 
wholly unto Christ, both in profession and living, 
now when Christ is come, than the old fathers did 
before His coming." So also Calvin : * ** We must 
not infer either that none were endowed with the 
Spirit of adoption before Christ's coming, or that all 
who had received the law were slaves, not sons. I 
grant, indeed, that believers are admonished how 
much more liberally God has now acted with them 
than He formerly did with the fathers under the 
Old Testament. The pious among the Jewish people, 
both during and after the promulgation of the law, 
were illuminated by the same Spirit of faith, and the 
hope of a heavenly inheritance was sealed upon their 
hearts, of which the Spirit was the earnest and seal. 
The only difference is, that the Spirit was poured 
out in the kingdom of Christ in a more bountiful 
manner, and with a larger and more liberal hand."t 
In many of the cases mentioned, the testimony 
was accompanied by external manifestations to the 
senses; but the circumstances associated with a 
testimony are not to be confounded with the testi- 
mony itself. They were " outward and visible signs 
of the inward and spiritual grace " of the Spirit's 
immediate witness to the conscience. Such accom- 
paniments were suited to the character of former 
dispensations, which addressed themselves more to 

* Comment on Romans viii. 15. 

t See also Leigh on Heb. li. 4-6 ; Henry on Heb. xi. 2 ; and 
Dickson on Heb. xi. 2. 
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the senses than Christianity does. It appears, 
however, that the circumstances connected with 
these ancient testimonies were usually intended 
rather for the instruction, comfort, or reproof of 
others, than for the assurance of the persons to 
/Whom the testimony was given. Christianity is a 
spiritual system, — the dispensation of the Spirit. 
This is its peculiar and distinctive glory. The 
Holy Ghost, in honour of the accomplished atone- 
ment, and continued intercession of the Mediator, 
vouchsafes larger measures of His Divine influence ; 
and, dwelling more gloriously in the Christian than 
in the Patriarchal or Jewish church, communicates 
directly with the soul, without employing circum- 
stances similar to those which were associated with 
many of His more ancient manifestations. Such 
a direct witness is more simple, and therefore more 
suited to the genius of Christianity, and is more 
powerful and consolatory. 

The Scriptures of the New Testament, and especi- 
ally the Epistles of the Apostles, plainly and con- 
tinually recognise, and in many places directly 
affirm, the existence of such spiritual testimony or 
witness. Thus, the Saviour teaches that " when 
He," the Holy Ghost, " is come. He will reprove '* 
(margin, "convince") "the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment." (John xvi. 8.) 
That is. He will convince, by a testimony before 
which all doubt shall cease ; a testimony which is 
received by every penitent sinner.* The doctrine is 
explicitly taught by St. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Gkilatians : (iv. 6 :) " Because ye are sons, God hath 
* This text is more fully illustrated in chap. vi. 



58^ WiTAHW 07 THS UOUT aPf KIT 

SMit forth the Spirit of Sa Son. into your heaxt% 
crying, Abba, RitfaerJ* BeiieTen havizzg: obtamecL 
grace to be the sons of Gec^. the Hoi j- Spiii^ tiift 
promieed Comforter, ia arat into th^ heorta to 
testify their new rekitios^ ami to originate filial 
dispositions. In the !^iatie to ih» fipheaamiy 
(i. 13, 145) there are two e^resmona eqiiallj^ in 
point : '' After that ye belisred^ ye wese sealed inUt 
that Holj Spirit of promiae which ia the ftarriegit 
of oar inheritance." These tenaft also oeeur ia 
2 Cor. i. 22. See also :^h. ir. 30. The wiineaa of 
the Spirit is the seal and ^umest hy wiiidi God's 
promises are confirmed to na^ and our aonahip aaees^ 
tained. Again, Bonu r. 5 : ^ The love of God » 
shed abroad in oar heorta bj' Hib H0I7 Ghoat witick 
i» giren onto 08^" and Hib hope wiiick aiiaeflF 
from this spiritual commnrrication. '^maketdi not 
ariuMned," as it d^senda tEpon.tdiatatemg'persaaaiai& 
of God's paternal love whidi ia the evidffiice of o«ir 
adoption. '* Gtod doth plentifalTy aafiore na of Ka 
lore, and the hope we therefore indnlge will nerer 
mskke ns ashamed." * WiQety on fiom. t. 5,. aaya» 
'* The k>ye of God is said to be ^led abroad in our 
hearts by the MoLj Ghost, because the Spirit of 
God beareth witness onto our sools, that we are 
the sons of God. (Bom. viiL 16.) The ^irit of Grod 
maketh ns understand and leel the lore of Grod 
towards QS." He also cites thefoBowing authorities: — 
Calrin and Parens^ ** Bejoidng in tribolation, because 
the Spirit beareth witness unto our hearts, that we 
are accepted and beloved of God in Christ." Ck)rr- 
han, " The lore of Gbd is clearly manifested to us, 
* 8. Ifard^ Spirit of Adoption, 1655, p. 8S2. 



TO THE BELIEVEE's ADOPTION. 69 

as when the light is spread and dispersed abroad." 
Ambrose, " We have the pledge of the love of God 
by the Holy Spirit given unto us. It is the proper 
work of the Spirit, both to cause us to feel the love 
of God, and to make us love God again." Dr. 
Owen, remarking on this verse, observes, "The 
Comforter gives a sweet and plentiful evidence and 
persuasion of the love of God to us, such as the 
soul is taken, delighted, satiated withal ; an over- 
flowing sense hereof." * Dr. Trench, now Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, wrote : " The absolving words, 
* Thy sins he forgiven thee,* are not to be taken as 
optative merely, as a desire that it might be so, but 
as declaratory of a fact. They are the justification 
of the sinner ; not only declaratory of that which 
takes place in the purposes of God, but also 
eflPectually shedding abroad the sense of forgiveness 
and reconciliation in the sinner's heart. For God's 
justification of a sinner is not merely a word spoken 
about a man, but a word spoken to him and in him ; 
not an act of God's imminent in Himself, but 
transitive upon the sinner. In it then is the love of 
G^d, and so the consciousness of that love shed 
abroad in his heart on whose behalf the absolving 
decree has been uttered." "I have used Bom. 
▼. 6 in a different sense from that in which it is 
far too often used. The history of the exposition 
of the verse is curious, and is not altogether 
foreign to the subject in hand. To Augustine's 
influence, no doubt, we mainly owe the loss for 
many centuries of its true interpretation, which 
Origen, Chrysostom, and Ambrose, men every one 
* On Communion with God j Works, 8vo., 1826, vol. x., p. 293. 
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of them less penetrated with the spirit of St. Paul 
than he was, had yet rightly seized ; but which, by 
his influence and frequent use of it in another sense, 
was so completely lost sight of, that it was not 
recovered anew till the time of the Beformation. 
He read in his Latin, Charitas Dei diffusa est in 
cordihua nostria 'per Spiritum Sanctum, qui datu8 est 
nobis. Had he read, as Ambrose reads it, (De 8pir. 
Sane, 1« i., c. 8, § 88,) and as it should have been, 
effvsa, (UKexvrai is the original word,) it is probable 
he would have been saved from the mistake : for 
the comparison which would have been thus sug- 
gested with such passages as Acts ii. 17, Isa. xxxii. 
16, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, Joel ii. 28, — in all which God's 
large and free communication of Himself to men 
is set forth under the image of a stream from 
heaven to earth, — would have led him to see that 
this love of God which is poured out in our 
hearts, and is here declared to be our ground 
of confidence in Him,, is His love to vs, and not 
ours to ffim ; that the verse is, in fact, to find its 
explanation from verse 8, (* God commekdeth His 
LOVE to its,') and affirms the same thing. The 
passage is of considerable dogmatic importance. 
The perverted interpretation became in after-times 
one of the main stays, indeed, by far the chiefest 
one, of the Bomish theory of an infused righteous- 
ness being the ground of our confidence towards 
God ; while the true interpretation, excluding that, 
gives us yet this important truth, that God's justifi- 
cation of the sinner is not, as the Bomanists say we 
hold it, an act merely declaratory, leaving the 
sinner, as to his real state, where it found him; 
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but a iraneitive act, being not alone negatively a 
forgiveness of sin, but positively an imparting of 
the Spirit of adoption, with the iefise of reconcilia- 
tion, and all else into which Q-od's love received 
and believed will unfold itself." * 

* Trench on the Miracles of onr Lord; edition of 1846, pp. ^02, 
203. 

Willet thus writes i " The hest interpretation is, that the Apostle 
speaketh here of the love of God, wherewith we are beloved Of Him in 
Christ. 1. BEZAnrgeth this reason, Becaose afterwards, verse 8, the 
Apostle speaketh of that love : God setteth forth His love toward ust 
^c; and in both places mention is made of the same love of God, the 
ground and foundation whereof is Christ, that was given to die for 
us. 2. Parevs insisteth upon this reason : The love of God here 
spoken of is alleged as the cause of our rejoidng, and of the stead* 
fastness of onr hope ; but our love of God, being weak and imperfect, 
cannot be that cause. 3. Peter Martyr and PAREUsdo further press 
the scope of the place : The Apostle assumeth this as an argument 
of our hope, because Christ was given to die for us, which proceeded not 
from the love of us toward God, but from His love toward us. 4. 
Faius urges the force of the Apostle's phrase : This love is said to 
be shed abroad abundantly in our hearts, but our love toward God is 
not such an abundant and surpassing love : it is slender, scant, and 
weak love : he meaneth then the superabundant love of God toward 
us, which, as the Apostle saith, Phil. iv. 7* passeth all understand' 
ing, 5. I will adjoin also Tolet's reason, annot, 5 in ch. v. : The 
charity and love, whereby we love God, is but one grace and virtue : 
but the Apostle, speaking of the shedding forth of this love by the 
Holy Ghost, meaneth the love of God to us, from which fountain 
issue all the graces and gifts of the Spirit. 6. Add hereunto the 
consonant exposition of many of the Fathers, as of Curtsostom, of 
HiBROME, who thus writeth : Quomodo Leus nos diligat, ex hoc cog^ 
noscimuSf ^c. : * How God loveth us, we know by this, that He hath 
not only by the death of His Son forgiven our sins, but hath also 
given us the Holy Ghost.' Likewise Ambrose : * We have the pledge 
of the love of God by the Holy Spirit given unto us.* Theoph ylact 
alsointerpreteth, de charitate Dei, quam erga nos ostendit, ^c. : *of 
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St. Jolm affirms, (1 Epist. iii. 24,) ** Hereby we 
know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which 
He hath given us," and " whicii witnesses to our 
spirits that we are His children, and brings forth 
His fruits of peace, love, holiness,"* Again, chap. 
V. 10, " He that believeth on the Son of God hatii 
the witness in himself; " the " clear evidence of this 
in himself." * This witness was the foundation of 
St. Paul's holy confidence and triumphant expecta- 
tions; of St. Peter's impassioned praise, in the 
possession of "a lively hope" of an incorruptible 
inheritance ; (1 Peter i. 3, 4 ; ) and of St. John's 
exulting declaration, " Now are we sons of God.** 
(1 John iii. 2 ; v. 10.) 

If the fact, that the thoughts are, to some extent, 
regulated by, and take character from, the senses, 
and from the impressions made upon them, be 
considered as disqualifying the mind to recognise 
purely spiritual or Divine communications, let it be 
remembered, that the same Power which made the 
mind, and which can commune with it, can also 
qualify it to discern the true, the Divine nature of 
His communications. It can free the perception 
from the obscurities of sense, so far, at least, that, 
in ignorance of the mode of spiritual attestation, it 
shall discover the communication itself to be Divine, 
by its internal evidence and distinctive attributes. 
And this God does, when, by His Spirit, He bears 
witness to the believer's adoption. "In general, 
however, it may be affirmed, that the more profound 
the love of God which He showeth towards us/ Likewise so expound 
Theodoret, Sedulius, with others." — Com. Kom. v. 6. 
• Wesley's Notes on 1 John. 
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thinkers of all climes have been alive to something 
like the voice of God in the heart of man, and 
conscious of moments, in which something appears 
and stirs in the inmost recesses of our being, mani- 
festing itself to be of a far higher source than our- 
selves. Who is not acquainted with the noble 
passage in the letters of Plato, preserved by Origen, 
c. CeUum, lib. vi., c. 3? 'The prime good is in 
nowise to be described in words, but arises within 
us from much intercourse, and as if starting 
suddenly from fire.' " * " The devout man does not 
only believe, but feels, there is a Deity. He has 
actual sensations of Him." f Thus Dr. Owen, 
"The soul knows God's voice when He speaks: 
there is something too great in it to be the eflfect 
of a created power. When the Lord Jesus Christ 
at one word stilled the raging of the sea and wind, 
all that were with Him knew there was Divine 
power at hand ; and when the Hbly Ghost by one 
word stills the tumults and storms that are raised 
in the soul, giving it an immediate calm and security, 
it knows His Divine power, and rejoices in His 
presence." J 

This witness is more satisfactory than the evidence 
of sense. The witness enjoyed by ancient saints was 
that of the Holy Ghost, and not of circumstances, 
however imposing in their character. These were 
sometimes the vehicle of communication, but nothing 
more. Evidence of our adoption into G^d's fe,mily, 
if given exclusively to our senses, would not be so 

♦ Tholuck on Romans, vol. ii., p. 100. 

t Addison, Spectator, No. 465. 

X Communion with God; Works, ed. 1826, yoI. x., p. 297. 
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satisfkctoiy as some imagine. Suppose it* given by 
an audible voice ; by some appearance to the eye ; 
or in any similar manner ; would this be conclusive ? 
Would not the impositions to which our senses are 
subject be remembered P Would not the possibility 
of physical disorder be feared ? And should we not 
first have to gain satisfactory evidence of the reality 
of the circumstance before we could possess ourselves 
of comfort ? Or, if a prophet, or a Christian minister, 
were to address himself to the penitent, as Nathan 
did unto David, and assure him, " The Lord hath 
put away thy sin, thou shalt not die ;" (2 Sam. xii. 
13;) still there would be the doubt whether the 
agent were correctly informed, or came with due 
authority ; and with great propriety might the 
inquiry arise, '* If God has vouchsafed so great a bless- 
ing, could He not have revealed it to myself as easily 
as to another ? " Nor was David satisfied with the 
declaration of Nstthan. He considered that only a 
part of the punishment was remitted, — that is, 
death : for, in his penitential Psalms, he expresses 
anguish for sin, and for the sin in question; he 
deeply laments and confesses it, with bitterness of 
soul and with many tears ; and still looked that God 
would " restore unto him the joy of His salvation." 
Dreams are of less value : they are of a " doubtful, 
disputable nature, and may or may not be from God, 
and are, therefore, not simply to be relied on."* Of 
this the slightest acquaintance with the manifold 
causes of dreaming, and with its connexion with the 
varied states of the nervous system and the imagina- 

♦ Wesley's Works, 8d edition, vol. i., p. 206. 
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tion, will convince us. If dreams occur, in some 
cases, still no satisfactory evidence of salvation can 
be conveyed by, or ought to be concluded from, the 
dream itself, but only from the testimony of God's 
Spirit, which in its own demonstration is ascertained 
as distinct from all possible accompanying circum- 
stances whatever. The proneness of human nature to 
confound spiritual with sensible effects, and to super- 
sede the former by the latter, should admonish ua 
not to place any dependence on dreams, however 
vivid and powerful the impressions which they pro- 
duce may be ; but rather to look for, and not to rest 
without, the direct witness of the Holy Ghost in our 
hearts ; of which no dream is a part, nor a necessary 
or usual accompaniment. 

Nor would evidence based upon the deductions of 
reason yield the satisfaction which arises from this 
direct testimony. Rational demonstration has no 
higher authority than that of the mind itself ; which, 
in its professed submission to any principles of 
inquiry, constitutes itself, in reality, the judge of 
their truth or fitness, and of all consequent con- 
clusions, and makes its perceptions the supreme 
tribunal and ultimate court of appeal. Now this, 
when compared with the authoritative testimony of 
God, sinks, in its greatest perfection, into insignifi- 
cance. But the adoption of the believer by Almighty 
God is a spiritual transaction, of which reason itse]f 
is not able to determine ; and the existence of which 
"can only be known by God's supernatural testi- 
mony of it upon earth." * " It is a matter of such 
solemn importance to every Christian soul, that God 

• Dr. A. Clarke. 
F 
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they bad in God, and they the same that we have. 
And St. Paul so much extoUeth their faith, because 
we should no less, but rather more, give ourselves 
wholly unto Christ, both in profession and living, 
now when Christ is come, than the old fathers did 
before His coming." So also Calvin : * " We must 
not infer either that none were endowed with the 
Spirit of adoption before Christ's coming, or that all 
who had received the law were slaves, not sons. I 
grant, indeed, that believers are admonished how 
much more liberally God has now acted with them 
than He formerly did with the fathers under the 
Old Testament. The pious among the Jewish people, 
both during and after the promulgation of the law, 
were illuminated by the same Spirit of faith, and the 
hope of a heavenly inheritance was sealed upon their 
hearts, of which the Spirit was the earnest and seal. 
The only difference is, that the Spirit was poured 
out in the kingdom of Christ in a more bountiful 
manner, and with a larger and more liberal hand."t 
In many of the cases mentioned, the testimony 
was accompanied by external manifestations to the 
senses; but the circumstances associated with a 
testimony are not to be confounded with the testi- 
mony itself. They were " outward and visible signs 
of the inward and spiritual grace " of the Spirit's 
immediate witness to the conscience. Such accom- 
paniments were suited to the character of former 
dispensations, which addressed themselves more to 

* Comment on Romans viii. 15. 

+ See also Leigh on Heb. li. 4-6 ; Henry on Heb. xi. 2 ; and 
Dickson on Heb. xi. 2. 



67 

the senses than Christianity does. It appears, 
however, that the circumstances connected with 
these ancient testimonies were usually intended 
rather for the instruction, comfort, or reproof of 
others, than for the assurance of the persons to 
/Whom the testimony was given. Christianity is a 
spiritual system, — the dispensation of the Spirit. 
This is its peculiar and distinctive glory. The 
Holy G-host, in honour of the accomplished atone- 
ment, and continued intercession of the Mediator, 
vouchsafes larger measures of His Divine influence ; 
and, dwelling more gloriously in the Christian than 
in the Patriarchal or Jewish church, communicates 
directly with the soul, without employing circum- 
stances similar to those which were associated with 
many of His more ancient manifestations. Such 
a direct witness is more simple, and therefore more 
suited to the genius of Christianity, and is more 
powerful and consolatory. 

The Scriptures of the New Tesfcameut, and especi- 
ally the Epistles of the Apostles, plainly and con- 
tinually recognise, and in many places directly 
affirm, the existence of such spiritual testimony or 
witness. Thus, the Saviour teaches that "when 
He," the Holy Ghost, " is come, He will reprove " 
(margin, "convince") "the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment." (John xvi. 8.) 
That is. He will convince, by a testimony before 
which all doubt shall cease ; a testimony which is 
received by every penitent sinner.* The doctrine is 
explicitly taught by St. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Galatians : (iv. 6 :) " Because ye are sons, God hath 
* This text is more fully iUostrated in chap. vi. 
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sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father." Believers having obtained 
grace to be the sons of God, the Holy Spirit, the 
promised Comforter, is sent into their hearts to 
testify their new relation, and to originate filial 
dispositions. In the Epistle to the Ephesians, 
(i. 13, 14,) there are two expressions equally in 
point : " After that ye believed, ye were sealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promise which is the earnest 
of our inheritance." These terms also occur in 
2 Cor. i. 22. See also Eph. iv. 30. The witness of 
the Spirit is the seal and earnest by which God's 
promises are confirmed to us, and our sonship ascer- 
tained. Again, Rom. v. 6 : " The love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which 
is given unto us ;^ " and the hope which arises 
from this spiritual communication '' maketh not 
ashamed," as it depends upon that strong persuasion 
of God's paternal love which is the evidence of our 
adoption. " God doth plentifully assure us of His 
love, and the hope we therefore indulge will never 
make us ashamed." * Willet, on Rom. v. 5, says, 
" The love of God is said to be shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost, because the Spirit of 
God beareth witness unto our souls, that we are 
the sons of God. (Rom. viii. 16.) The Spirit of God 
maketh us understand and feel the love of God 
towards us." He also cites the following authorities: — 
Calvin and Parens, " Rejoicing in tribulation, because 
the Spirit beareth witness unto our hearts, that we 
are accepted and beloved of God in Christ." Gorr- 
han, " The love of God is clearly manifested to us, 
* S. Ford, Spirit of Adoption, 1656, p. 8S2. 
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as when the light is spread and dispersed abroad." 
Ambrose, " We have the pledge of the love of God 
by the Holy Spirit given unto ns. It is the proper 
work of the Spirit, both to cause ns to feel the love 
of God, and to make us love God again." Dr. 
Owen, remarking on this verSe, observes, "The 
Comforter gives a sweet and plentiful evidence and 
persuasion of the love of God to us, such as the 
soul is taken, delighted, satiated withal ; an over- 
flowing sense hereof."* Dr. Trench, now Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, wrote : " The absolving words, 
* Thy sins he forgiven thee* are not to be taken as 
optative merely, as a desire that it might be so, but 
as declaratory of a fact. They are the justification 
of the sinner ; not only declaratory of that which 
takes place in the purposes of God, but also 
eflfectually shedding abroad the sense of forgiveness 
and reconciliation in the sinner's heart. For God's 
justification of a sinner is not merely a word spoken 
about a man, but a word spoken to him and in him ; 
not an act of God's imminent in Himself, but 
trcmsitive upon the sinner. In it then is the love of 
Qtody and so the consciousness of that love shed 
abroad in his heart on whose behalf the absolving 
decree has been uttered." "I have used Eom, 
V. 5 in a different sense from that in which it is 
far too often used. The history of the exposition 
of the verse is curious, and is not altogether 
foreign to the subject in hand. To Augustine's 
influence, no doubt, we mainly owe the loss for 
many centuries of its true interpretation, which 
Origen, Chrysostom, and Ambrose, men every one 
♦ On Communion with God ; Works, Svo., 1826, vol. x., p. 293. 
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of them less penetrated with the spirit of St. Paul 
than he was, had yet rightly seized ; but which, by 
his influence and frequent use of it in another sense, 
was so completely lost sight of, that it was not 
recovered anew till the time of the Eeformation. 
He read in his Latin, Charitas Dei diffusa est in 
cordihus nostria per Spiritum Sanctwniy qui datus est 
nobis. Had he read, as Ambrose reads it, (De 8pir. 
Sane,, 1. i., c. 8, § 88,) and as it should have been, 
effvsa, {(KK€xvrai is the original word,) it is probable 
he would have been saved from the mistake : for 
the comparison which would have been thus sug- 
gested with such passages as Acts ii. 17, Isa. xxxii. 
16, Ezek. xxxvi. 26, Joel ii. 28, — in all which God's 
large and free communication of Himself to men 
is set forth under the image of a stream from 
heaven to earth, — ^would have led him to > see that 
this love of God which is poured out in our 
hearts, and is here declared to be our ground 
of confidence in Him,, is His love to vs, and not 
cure to ffim ; that the verse is, in fact, to find its 
explanation from verse 8, (* God commendeth His 
LOVE TO us,') and affirms the same thing. The 
passage is of considerable dogmatic importance. 
The perverted interpretation became in after-times 
one of the main stays, indeed, by far the chiefest 
one, of the Eomish theory of an infvsed righteous- 
ness being the ground of our confidence towards 
God ; while the true interpretation, excluding that, 
gives us yet this important truth, that God's justifi- 
cation of the sinner is not, as the Eomanists say we 
hold it, an act merely declaratory, leaving the 
sinner, as to his real state, where it found him ; 
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but a traneitive act, being not alone negatively a 
forgiveness of sin, but positively an imparting of 
the Spirit of adoption, with the sefise of reconcilia- 
tion, and all else into which Q-od's love received 
and believed will unfold itself." * 

• Trench on the Miracles of our Lord ; edition of 1846, pp. 202, 
203. 

"Willet thus writes i " The best interpretation is, that the Apostle 
speaketh here of the lore of God, wherewith we are beloved Of Him in 
Christ. 1. BEZAnrgeth this reason. Because afterwards, verse 8, the 
Apostle speaketh of that love : God aeiteth forth Hit love toward us, 
^c; and in both places mention is made of the same love of God, the 
ground and foundation whereof is Christ, that was given to die for 
as. 2. Parevs insisteth upon this reason : The love of Gt}d here 
spoken of is alleged as the cause of our rejoicing, and of the stead* 
fastness of onr hope ; but our love of God, being weak and imperfect, 
cannot be that cause. 3. Peter Martyr and Pareus do further press 
the scope of the place : The Apostle assumelh this as an argument 
of our hope, because Christ was given to die for us, which proceeded not 
fipom the love of us toward God, but from His love toward us. 4. 
Faius urges the force of the Apostle's phrase : This love is said to 
be shed abroad abundantly in our hearts, but our love toward God is 
not such an abundant and surpassing love : it is slender, scant, and 
weak love : he meaneth then the superabundant love of God toward 
ns, which, as the Apostle saith, Phil. iv. 7, passeth all understand" ' 
ing, 5. I will adjoin also Tolet's reason, annot, 5 in ch, v. : The 
charity and love, whereby we love God, is but one grace and virtue i 
but the Apostle, speaking of the shedding forth of this love by the 
Holy Ghost, meaneth the love of God to us, Arom which fountain 
issne all the graces and gifts of the Spirit. 6. Add hereunto the 
consonant exposition of many of the Fathers, as of Curtsostom, of 
Hikrome, who thus writeth : Quomodo Deus nos diligat, ex hoc cog^ 
noscimuSy ^e. : * How God loveth us, we know by this, that He hath 
not only by the death of His Son forgiven our sins, but hath also 
given us the Holy Ghost.' Likewise Ambrose : * We have the pledge 
of the love of God by the Holy Spirit given unto us.' Theoph ylact 
also interpreteth, de charitate Dei, guam erga nos ostendit, ^c, : * of 
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St. Jolin affirms, (1 Epist. iii. 24,) " Hereby we 
know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which 
He hath given us," and " which witnesses to our 
spirits that we are His children, and brings forth 
His fruits of peace, love, holiness."* Again, chap. 
V. 10, " He that believeth on the Son of God hath 
the witness in himself; " the " clear evidence of this 
in himself." * This witness was the foundation of 
St. Paul's holy confidence and triumphant expecta- 
tions; of St, Peter's impassioned praise, in the 
possession of "a lively hope" of an incorruptible 
inheritance ; (1 Peter i. 3, 4 ; ) and of St. John's 
exulting declaration, " Now are we sons of God." 
(1 John iii. 2 ; v. 10.) 

If the fact, that the thoughts are, to some extent, 
regulated by, and take character from, the senses, 
and from the impressions made upon them, be 
considered as disqualifying the mind to recognise 
purely spiritual or Divine communications, let it be 
remembered, that the same Power which made the 
mind, and which can commune with it, can also 
qualify it to discern the true, the Divine nature of 
His communications. It can free the perception 
from the obscurities of sense, so far, at least, that, 
in ignorance of the mode of spiritual attestation, it 
shall discover the communication itself to be Divine, 
by its internal evidence and distinctive attributes. 
And this God does, when, by His Spirit, He bears 
witness to the believer's adoption. "In general, 
however, it may be affirmed, that the more profound 
the love of God which He showeth towards us/ Likewise so expound 
Theodoret, Sedulius, with others." — Com. Kom. v. 6. 

* Weslej^s Notes on 1 John. 
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thinkers of all climes have been alive to something 
like the voice of Gtod in the heart of man, and 
conscious of moments, in which something appears 
and stirs in the inmost recesses of our being, mani- 
festing itself to be of a far higher source than our- 
selves. Who is not acquainted with the noble 
passage in the letters of Plato, preserved by Origen, 
c. Cehwm, lib. vi., c. 3 ? * The prime good is in 
nowise to be described in words, but arises within 
us from much intercourse, and as if starting 
suddenly from fire.* " * " The devout man does not 
only believe, but feels, there is a Deity. He has 
actual sensations of Him." f Thus Dr. Owen, 
"The soul knows God's voice when He speaks: 
there is something too great in it to be the eflfect 
of a created power. When the Lord Jesus Christ 
at one word stilled the raging of the sea and wind, 
all that were with Him knew there was Divine 
power at hand ; and when the Hbly Ghost by one 
word stills the tumults and storms that are raised 
in the soul, giving it an immediate calm and security, 
it knows His Divine power, and rejoices in His 
presence." J 

This witness is more satisfactory than the evidence 
of sense. The witness enjoyed by ancient saints was 
that of the Holy Ghost, and not of circumstances, 
however imposing in their character. These were 
sometimes the vehicle of communication, but nothing 
more. Evidence of our adoption into God's family, 
if given exclusively to our senses, would not be so 

♦ Tholuck on Homans, vol. ii., p. 100. 

t Addison, Spectator, No. 465. 

X Communion with 6od; Works, ed. 1826, yoI. x., p. 297. 
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satisfkctory as some imagine. Suppose it* given by 
an audible voice ; by some appearance to the eye ; 
or in any similar manner ; would this be conclusive ? 
Would not the impositions to which our senses are 
subject be remembered P Would not the possibility 
of physical disorder be feared ? And should we not 
first have to gain satisfactory evidence of the reality 
of the circumstance before we could possess ourselves 
of comfort ? Or, if a prophet, or a Christian minister, 
were to address himself to the penitent, as Nathan 
did unto David, and assure him, " The Lord hath 
put away thy sin, thou shalt not die ;" (2 Sam. xii. 
13;) still there would be the doubt whether the 
agent were correctly informed, or came with due 
authority ; and with great propriety might the 
inquiry arise, " If God has vouchsafed so great a bless- 
ing, could He not have revealed it to myself as easily 
as to another ? '* Nor was David satisfied with the 
declaration of Nathan. He considered that only a 
part of the punishment was remitted, — that is, 
death : for, in his penitential Psalms, he expresses 
anguish for sin, and for the sin in question; he 
deeply laments and confesses it, with bitterness of 
soul and with many tears ; and still looked that God 
would " restore unto him the joy of His salvation." 
Dreams are of less value : they are of a " doubtful, 
disputable nature, and may or may not be from God, 
and are, therefore, not simply to be relied on."* Of 
this the slightest acquaintance with the manifold 
causes of dreaming, and with its connexion with the 
varied states of the nervous system and the imagina- 

♦ Wesley's Works, 8d edition, vol. i., p. 206. 
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tion, will convince us. If dreams occur, in some 
cases, still no satisfactory evidence of salvation can 
be conveyed by, or ought to be concluded from, the 
dream itself, but only from the testimony of G-od's 
Spirit, which in its own demonstration is ascertained 
as distinct from all possible accompanying circum- 
stances whatever. The proneness of human nature to 
confound spiritual with sensible effects, and to super- 
sede the former by the latter, should admonish ua 
not to place any dependence on dreams, however 
vivid and powerful the impressions which they pro- 
duce may be ; but rather to look for, and not to rest 
without, the direct witness of the Holy Ghost in our 
hearts ; of which no dream is a part, nor a necessary 
or usual accompaniment. 

Nor would evidence based upon the deductions of 
reason yield the satisfaction which arises from this 
direct testimony. ^Rational demonstration has no 
higher authority than that of the mind itself ; which, 
in its professed submission to any principles of 
inquiry, constitutes itself, in reality, the judge of 
their truth or fitness, and of all consequent con- 
clusions, and makes its perceptions the supreme 
tribunal and ultimate court of appeal. Now this, 
when compared with the authoritative testimony of 
God, sinks, in its greatest perfection, into insignifi- 
cance. But the adoption of the believer by Almighty 
God is a spiritual transaction, of which reason itself 
is not able to determine ; and the existence of which 
"can only be known by God's supernatural testi- 
mony of it upon earth." * " It is a matter of such 
solemn importance to every Christian soul, that God 

• Dr. A. Clarke. 
F 
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in His mercj has been pleased not to leave it to con- 
jecture, assumption, or inductive reasoning ; but 
attests it bj His own Spirit in the soul of the person 
whom He adopts through Christ Jesus. It is the 
grand and most observable case in which the inter- 
course is kept up between heaven and earth ; and 
the genuine believer in Christ Jesus is not left to the 
quibbles or casuistry of polemic divines or critics, 
but rectnves the tiling, and the testimony of it, 
immediately from God Himself. And were not the 
testimony of the state thus given, no man could 
possibly have any assurance of his salvation which 
would beget confidence and love. If to any man his 
acceptance with God be hypothetical, then his con- 
fidence must be so too. His love to God must be 
hypothetical, his gratitude hypothetical, and his 
obedience also. If God had forgiven me my sins, 
then I should love Him, and I should be grateful, 
and I should testify my gratitude by obedience. But 
who does not see that these must necessarily depend 
on the IP in the first case ? All this uncertainty, 
and the perplexities necessarily resulting from it, 
God has precluded by sending the Spirit of His Son 
inti) our hearts, by which we cry, Abba, Father : and 
thus our adoption into the heavenly family is testified 
and ascertained to us in the only way in which it 
can possibly be done, by the direct influence of the 
Spirit of God. Eemove this from Christianity, and 
it is a dead letter."* Flavel, in his " Fourth Sacra- 
mental Meditation," t observes: "None but the 
Spirit of God can clear and confirm our title to 

* Dr. A. Clarke, Comment. Rom. viii. 15, 16. 
t Workp. fol., 17C1, vol. ii., p. 1088. 



TO THE BELIEVEE'S ADOPTION. 67 

Christ ; for He only searcheth the deep things of 
G-od, (1 Cor. ii. 10,) and it is His office (Rom. viii. 
16) to witness with our spirits. This seal or witness 
of the Spirit must needs be true and certain, because 
omniscience and truth are His essential properties. 
He is omniscient, (1 Cor. ii. 10,) and therefore 
cannot be deceived Himself. He is the Spirit of 
truth, (John xiv. 17,) and therefore cannot deceive 
U3 ; so that His testimony is more infallible and 
satisfactory than a voice from heaven. (2 Peter i. 19.) 
If an angel should appear and tell us, Christ had 
said to him, * Go and tell such a man that I love 
him, that I shed My blood for him, and will save 
him,' it could never give that repose and satisfaction 
to the mind as the internal witness or seal of the 
Spirit doth ; for that may be a delusion, but this 
cannot. The witness of our own heart may amount 
to a strong probability, but the witness of the Spirit 
is demonstration." The direct communication of 
the Holy Spirit's witness is not, then, the result of 
arbitrary arrangement, but arises out of the nature 
of things ; the character, situation, and relations of 
the Spirit attesting, and of those who recdve His 
testimony; and it aflEbrds delightful proof of the 
wisdom and goodness of G-od. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

THR nOLT spirit's WITNESS DISTINGUISHED FROM 
THE MERE OPERATIONS OR THE PRESUMPTIVE 
CONCLUSIONS OF THE MIND. 

Sincere persons are frequently afraid of mistaking 
the mere opeiUtion or the presumptive conclusions 
of their minds, for the Divine testimony of the Holy 
Spirit; and inquire, with all the solicitude which 
the great importance of the subject demands^ for 
some nile to direct their judgment. They require a 
rule devoid of the perplexities of metaphysical specu- 
lation, and which embodies principles on which the 
docile mind can rely with confidence. Now, mere 
mental acts are ordinarily extensively affected by the 
senses ; but the adoption of the believer belongs to 
a class of facts existing beyond the sphere of sense, 
and the witness connected with it is clearly distin- 
guishable from any mere act of the mind. The 
understanding, in its enlightened converse with the 
truths of the Gospel, enlarges its knowledge, grasps 
the arguments which encourage faith in Christ, and, 
by repeated exercise, under the Divine blessing, 
becomes acquainted with the provisions and arrange- 
ments of God's mercy in the salvation of sinners. 
But the sincere mind, in all its efforts, stops short 
of assuring itself of individual participation in the 
benefits of redemption, amidst all the discovered 
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manifestations of God's abundant love to mankind, 
until, upon the exercise of faith in Him who justifieth 
the ungodly, it is persuaded, not by its own reason- 
ing, but by the Holy Spirit, of its own interest in 
the paternal love of God. The impression is made 
upon the mind from without, by a foreign, by a 
Divine, agent ; and however temptation, acting upon 
the timidity and the humble and anxious sincerity of 
its subject, may weaken the evidence of its divinity, 
or cause it to be disregarded to the aggravation of 
disquietude, it is, at the time of its being bestowed,' 
sufficiently distinct from any mere operation of the 
mind, to be readily recognised and relied upon with 
confidence and comfort.* 

It is also to be remembered, that this blessing is 
ordinarily given in connexion with the due use, and 
never in the neglect, of prayer, preaching, reading, 
meditation, and the sacraments. These are the 
means of salvation, and God honours His own ordi- 
nances by conveying this and other blessings of 
Christianity to us as we employ them. True, in the 
necessary seclusion of sickness, in the privations of 
unavoidable absence from the sanctuary, or in any 

* The following expressions occur in St. Austin's Confessions, 
book vii., chap. 10 : — " I saw with the eye of my soul the unchange- 
able light of the Lord (shining) above this very eye of my soul, and 
above my mind. I perceived that the light was not of the common 
kind, which is obvious to all flesh : neither did it appear a larger 
light of the same kind, but of another ; it was superior, because it 
made me. He who knows the truth is acquainted with this liirht. 
O eternal Truth I Thou didst beat back the weakness of my own 
sight, and didst Thyself powerfully shine into me." See also in 
Moore's "Life of Wesley," vol. ii., p. 508, 
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inability whatever formally to attend upon the insti- 
tutions of worship, God can and does bestow His 
benediction upon the soul that waits upon Him, and 
extends forgiveness and favour to the penitent 
believer so situated. But when no such disqualifica- 
tion exists, God's method is imperative ; and any per- 
suasion felt during the total or comparative neglect of 
the means of grace, must be suspected, and should be 
renounced, as an unsupported and dangerous fabri- 
cation of foolish and criminal presumption. This 
witness follows deep and hearty repentance ; its con- 
solations are unknown till the spirit has been hum- 
bled and is contrite ; till guilt has been felt, and 
alienation from God deplored ; till iniquity has been 
abandoned, and the cry extorted, " God be merciful 
to me a sinner!*' It is afforded, not to confirm 
Pharisaic notions of pre-existing worth, but succeeds 
the discipline which discloses our unworthiness. It 
is given, not as the reward of meritorious attempts 
to amend our lives, but in connexion with the 
penitent and faithful admission of our utter hell- 
deservingness, and in the thankful personal appro- 
priation of the benefits of Christ's atonement. It is 
in the presentation of the sacrifice which the faith 
of Abel respected, that we, with him, obtain the 
witness of our righteousness and of our sonship, to 
the glory of Divine grace. But with this prepara- 
tion presumption is unacquainted, and exists in total 
dissociation from any such hallowed recollections. 
" Observe," says Dr. Preston, " God's general method 
of dealing with sinners. He sends a wind that rends 
the rocks, and brings down the mountains, so much 
as makes the way plain, before He can come in the 
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soft voice. There must go always a work of humilia- 
tion before the testimony of the Spirit. But mistake 
not here, as if turbulent sorrow and violent disquiet 
of mind must always go before peace ; for it is not 
absolutely required that there should much trouble 
go before. For although it be true, that God never 
speaketh peace but when some trouble, some con- 
vincing of the Spirit, hath gone before ; yet the 
promise is made to the coming of Christ, and not to 
the preparation thereto. If a man find that he is iu 
Christ, and hath a testimony of sonship from His 
Spirit, though he have not had such a work of 
humiliation as perhaps he expected, yet let him not 
doubt the sounduess of his faith. If the mountains 
are broken down, (after what manner soever it was,) 
that is enough : you have reason to joy in the God 
of your salvation, inasmuch as true faith is wrought 
in your heart."* 

The witness of the Holy Ghost excludes doubt 
respecting the subject of its attestation. It has not 
the imperfection of proceeding from partial and 
obscure to complete persuasion, by a graduated pro- 
cess. It persuades, it assures at once. The attesta- 
tion may certainly be more or less vivid ; but it is 
distinct in all cases, though the confidence produced 
by, and consequent upon, its presence, admits of 
gracious and abundant augmentation, as the mind 
increases in strength and purity, and as faith, in 
persevering exercise, develops more vigorous capa- 
bilities. " Here, as the evidences of sanctification 
are more, so is the assurance ; and as we receive 
more of this light, so we grow from assurance to 
♦ Breastplate of Faith and Love, 4to., 1634. 
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assurance."* " It is certain and infallible. Such a 
witness as, where it is indeedy there is no question to 
be made of that of which it is a witness. When the 
Holy Ghost Himself once witnesses our adoption, 
what further doubt can be made of it ? Wherever it 
comes in its reality and fulness, and so long as it 
remains, it silences all objections, scatters all tempta- 
tions, removes all scruples and doubts whatsoever to 
the contrary ; and sets the heart at perfect rest.*' f 

In the highly-interesting correspondence between 
" John Smith," who it is supposed was Archbishop 
Seeker, and Mr. Wesley, J this exclusion of doubt 
concerning the relation witnessed, and the character 
of the attestation itself, is by J. S. understood to 
amount to the " infallible jtestimony " of the Holy 
Ghost, to the prevention of all present and future 
doubtfulness, and all mistake concerning its real 
nature and possession ; so that none who have it not 
can, by wrong reasoning or false fancy, believe they 
have it ; and none who have it can believe they have 
it not. Against the latter, the case of H. Eichard- 
son, published by Wesley, is quoted, who, for 
above a year after this attestation of adoption, 
continryed almost in despair, fancying she should 
be damned. To this Wesley replied, that " in- 
fallible testimony " was not his phrase, and that he 
never used it. He allowed, that some may fancy 
they have it, when, in truth, they have it not ; but 
insists, that none, while possessed of it, or, to use 
J. S.'s words, " who have it, could fancy they had it 

* Preston'8 Breastplate of Faith and Love. 

t Horton on Rom. viii., p. 246. 

X See Api)eudix to Moore'8 Life of Wesley, vol. ii. 
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not." He recognises the possibility of its being lost 
or withdrawn, and that, therefore, doubts whether it 
were ever in the enjoyment of the party might arise 
and prevail ; and that it was so in the instance 
quoted, and with " many of the children of God." 
It was then objected, that Wesley had stated, 
that no one doubting of faith could be a child of 
God ; but that he now said, that such doubts were, 
more or less, common to many of the children of 
God. We think Wesley's meaning is plain, and 
that there is no real contradiction in this apparent 
discrepancy. The former assertion refers to the 
present filial relation of him who now believes, and 
to the witness and confidence connected with the 
present act of faith ; the latter admission, to the 
possible future and altered state of the same indi- 
vidual, to whom the phrase, " child of God," is not, 
in such altered circumstances, strictly applicable, the 
relation being forfeited through unbelief. The phrase 
was used unguardedly ; and the momentary advan- 
tage which it apparently gave in th^rgument was 
sagaciously improved, though not with the usual 
fairness observable in these letters. It was also 
assumed, that "no one can receive an attestation 
to-day from some credible and unquestionable 
authority, and yet doubt to-morrow whether he had 
any such attestation;" and that, if H. Eichardson 
did so for above a twelvemonth after her justifica- 
tion, this witness was not such a manifest and 
" sunshine light as to be distinguishable from 
the suggestions of reason and fancy." In reply, 
Wesley reiterates his opinion, " that many receive 
from the Holy Ghost an attestation of their accept- 
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ance, as perceptible as the sun at noon- day ; and yet 
these same persons," — here the language is proper, 
— " at other times, doubt whether they ever had such 
attestation ; nay, perhaps, more than doubt — per- 
haps wholly deny — all that God has ever done for 
their souls : inasmuch as, in this hour and power of 
darkness, they cannot believe they ever saw light." 
This is charged upon Wesley as the " tip-top of 
all inconsistencies ; " and in a manner which 
Wesley considered not suflBciently serious for the 
occasion. It is asserted, that as we cannot doubt of 
our experience of a physical fact which occurred 
yesterday, if we remain in a sound mind, so neither 
can we doubt of any spiritual or Divine attestation 
received yesterday, as such fact must remain to us a 
fact for ever ; and that, therefore, any supposed 
attestation, afterwards doubted of, must be the effect 
of " fancy, and not the work of Grod ; " and that it 
is vain to have recourse to the power of darkness to 
explain this. The analogy here employed is, we 
think, an ungjiitable one, and the conclusion to 
which it led fallacious. Wesley rejoined, " The fact 
stands thus : (1.) A man feels in himself the testi- 
mony of God's Spirit, that he is a child of God. 
And he can then no more deny or doubt thereof, 
than of the shining of the sun at noon-day. (2.) 
After a time, this testimony is withdrawn. (3.) He 
begins to reason within himself concerning it ; next 
to doubt whether the testimony was from God ; and 
perhaps in the end to deny that it was. And yet he 
may be, all this time, in every other respect, ' of 
sound memory as well as understanding.' Now, 
whether these propo&itions are true or false, they 
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are not contradictory to eacli other. They cannot, 
unless it were affirmed that the same person has and 
has not the same testimony at the same time. The 
thing which is supposed impossible is this, that a 
man who once had this witness should ever doubt 
whether he had it or no : that is, (as you subjoin,) 

* if he continue sound in mind * (or understanding) 

* and memory.' Eight ! * if he so continue.* But 
the very supposition is, that in this respect he does 
not continue so. While he did so continue, he could 
not doubt. But his understanding is now darkened, 
and the very traces of that Divine work well-nigh 
crossed out of his memory. Nor can I think, * it is 
vain to have recourse here to the power of darkness.' 
I verily believe, as it was the Grod of heaven who once 
shone in his heart, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God ; so it is the god of this 
world who hath now blinded his heart, so that the 
glorious light cannot shine upon it." Here it 
appears that the disputants employed the phrase, 
" in a sound mind," in different senses, and argued 
accordingly. J. S. intended by it mental sanity, as 
it ordinarily signifies : Mr. Wesley employed or 
referred to it as denoting also moral and religious 
consistency or soundness. We attribute this differ- 
ence, and we think fairly, to something else than an 
attempt, on either hand, to perplex his opponent, or 
to evade the argument, — no such effort disgraces 
the correspondence, — to the varied habits of thought 
and the different media through which the subject 
was viewed by the parties. This led J. S. to observe, 
that Wesley's opinion supposed, that the " god 
of this world can more strongly obliterate than the 
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God of heaven can imprint ; " and he calls this 
a " blasphemous " supposition. This Wesley de- 
nies. He says, " It is a plain and undeniable 
truth, that the god of this world can obliterate 
what the Grod of heaven has imprinted upon the 
soul. Yea, and that he surely will, unless we stir 
up the gift of Grod which is in us, by earnestly and 
continually watching unto prayer." This, we think, 
is amply confirmed by the fall of our first parents. 
To the reiterated objection, that H. E. doubted 
whether she ever possessed an attestation of her 
salvation, Wesley replies, that she never did so 
doubt, — that is, never doubted that she had received 
an attestation, but only whether that attestation were 
of God. And this through Satan, who deceived her 
by his subtilty, corrupting, spoiling, destroying, 
the soundness of her understanding, and of her 
memory too. 

The controversy ended without either party pro- 
fessing to be convinced, or to have his views modi- 
fied to any extent, by the arguments of his oppo- 
nent. We have only referred to one point discussed 
in these letters, as it is the only one materially 
affecting our subject ; and of this we have given a 
brief and fair analysis. The sum and conclusion 
appears to be, that the parties were acute reasoners, 
conducting their discussion, on the whole, with 
excellent temper and candour; and that apparent 
evasions arose from the want of such definitions of 
particular phrases as were equally perceived and 
allowed by both parties. Nor can we think that 
Wesley appears to any disadvantage in it. On 
the subject before us he never shifted his position 
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nor altered his opinion, but proved, if not to the 
satisfaction of his opponent, yet in the argument 
•itself,— (1.) That a believer might receive such a 
•spiritual and Divine attestation of his adoption as 
to exclude all doubt, and that should be as mani- 
festly spiritual and Divine as the sun at noon-day. 
(2.) That so long as the exercise of faith continued, 
and guilt was not incurred by transgression, this 
attestation would remain, and the distinct percep- 
tion of it continue. (3.) That though his possess- 
ing such attestation, at such time, would for ever 
remain a fact, yet, through unbelief, sin, and the 
"power of darkness," such attestation might be 
lost. (4.) That, consequent upon such loss, doubts 
of the relation attested, and of the Divinity of such 
attestation, might arise, and the denial of its hea- 
venly character, of its having been a Divine testi- 
mony, be arrived at. (5.) And that all this might 
occur, the party meanwhile not being in a state of 
mental unsoundness, as that phrase is usually under- 
stood. In a word, that so long as the Spirit bears 
witness with our spirits, it excludes doubts of our 
relation to God and of its own Divine character, 
though it does not exclude the possibility of future 
doubting or denial. Thus Dr. Thomas Horton: 
" The Spirit of God bears witness to itself in its 
witnessing to us ; and shows itself to be far different 
from all delusions and mistakes whatsoever. Though 
many who have the spirit of error, conceit themselves 
to have the Spirit of Truth, yet those who have God's 
Spirit in truth, may assuredly know that it is so His, 
as that it is no other besides. As, though he who 
is asleep thinks himself sometimes to be awake, yet 



78 WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

he who is awake knows that he is not asleep. As 
the Prophets did not only know those things to be 
true which they prophesied of, but also knew the* 
Spirit to be God's which they prophesied by ; so like-* 
wise God's children know that it is God's Spirit 
which tells them that they are God's children. And 
it is a sufficient witness to itself, though there were 
no other besides. As the sun, which discovers other 
things, is seen by its own light."* 

Again : this witness is the instrument of the 
Holy Ghost in our regeneration. f It begets hatred 
of all sin, as opposed to the holy will of God, and as 
it defeats His benevolent purposes by its destructive 
influence upon man's individual and collective hap- 
piness. It not only arouses the sentiment of ad- 
miration, but implants filial love to God ; love well- 
principled, active, and practical ; love, tKe fountain 
of all sanctification, and the most distinct and pro- 
minent feature of the new nature. Not the love of 
moral esteem merely, but of gratitude for personal 
participation in the Divine affection. Love embody- 
ing itself in expressions of ardent praise, and equally 
so in painstaking efforts to know and do the Divine 

* Exposition of Rom. viii., foL, 1674, p. 248. 

f " As the Apostle speaketh, If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is not His ; therefore, whosoever is Christ's, it is neces- 
sary he shonld have the Spirit of God. And whosoever have 
received and do enjoy the Spirit of Christ, to their minds the same 
Spirit beareth record, that they are sons of God. And it is certain, 
that no man is enewed by the Holy Ghost, who is not persnaded 
that God is his most merciful and loving Father : — and this bearing 
record is the first evidence of sonship. This persuasion is full of 
power; for they who possess it cai not but call God Abba, Father." — 
Zanchius. 
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pleasure. Thus the martyr Bradford says, " He 
that is thus persuaded of God's love towards him, 
and of the price of his redemption, by the dear 
blood of the Lamb immaculate, Jesus Christ, the 
same man cannot but love God again, and of love 
do that which might please God, and heartily desire 
to do still better." * Thus also, most pointedly, the 
following prayer : — " Good Father, give the know- 
ledge of salvation unto me, and to all Thy people, 
by the remission of our sins, through the bowels of 
Thy tender mercies, that we may perceive in our 
minds both comfort, peace, and gladness of Thy 
Holy Spirit, which may begin a new life in us, 
pleasing Thee."t It is the advent of experimental 
piety ; creates the atmosphere in which it exists and 
flourishes ; and is the source and instrumental 
efficient of all practical godliness. It qualifies for 
that submission to the ascertained will of God which 
requires the progressions of holiness in the heart, 
and the activities and self-denial of practical obedi- 
ence in the life ; enkindling and maintaining a flame 
of pure and unquenchable zeal for the Divine glory. 
Possessed of this love, the believer views the laws 
and precepts of the Gospel invested with attributes 
which were before undiscovered. He regards them 
as the emanalions of pure and boundless benevo- 
lence, and as the true canons of his happiness and 
prosperity. The love of God manifested to us in our 
adoption, disposes the mind to associate the entire 

* Sermon on Repentance. 

t " Prayer for the Forgiveness of Sins," in " A Progress of 
Piety/' &c., by John Norden, 1596. Reprinted by the Parker 
Society, 18mo., 1847; 
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code of God's laws with the same beDevolent prin- 
ciple, and enables those who recognise it to discern, 
with affectionate and grateful perception, and with 
clear distinctness, the perfect harmony of the pre- 
scribed duties of religion with those abundant con- 
solations which are conveyed by the direct operation 
of the most ravishing and satisfactory Christian 
and filial privileges. Our heavenly Father's right 
to govern is cheerfully acknowledged ; His paternal 
and all- wise legislative care is duly estimated, and 
all the principles and feelings of the new nature 
within us embody themselves in holy behaviour, 
responsive to the discoveries and constraints of 
the love assured to us. Nor will obedience thus 
produced and maintained be languid and formal, 
but powerful and zealous, according with the 
energy of its cause. The glory of God no longer 
attracts attention and challenges efforts to promote 
it by mere rational considerations of the fitness 
and propriety of such endeavours, but, in addition, 
by every motive that can affect our gratitude, or 
determine the devotion of our souls. The glorious 
state to which believers are advanced demands 
from them corresponding solicitude to promote 
His honour by whom they have thus been blessed. 
And that which is so demanded, they are, in the 
retention of the Spirit's witness, qualified to per- 
ceive and faithfully to render. It prepares for 
cheerful submission to those arrangements or per- 
missions of the same will, which, perplexing as 
they sometimes are in their mysteriousness, and 
painful as they prove in their endurance, are 
nevertheleBS recognised as identified with the 
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agency which is causing "all things to work to- 
gether for good to them that love God." By it 
they are certified of participation in the paternal 
affection of God; and so long as this evidence 
continues, no providential darkness can abate their 
confidence or obscure their joy. In this "they 
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need 
be, they are in heaviness through manifold tempta- 
tions." They are equally kept from despising the 
chastening of the Lord, and from fainting when 
rebuked of Him. In all their troubles they know 
that God dealeth with them as with sons, and that 
He designs their profit and holiness by their sorrows. 
Theirs is not the stoical endurance of evil because 
it cannot be evaded ; not the sullen submission of 
hopeless impotence ; but such a filial reception of 
the Divine discipline as enables them, in humble 
and permitted imitation of their adorable Eedeemer, 
to say, " The cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it?" and, with the holy Apostle 
St. Paul, to rejoice and glory in tribulation, feeling 
the " love of God shed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghost given unto them." Thus, while it is 
the sun of the believer's prosperity, it cheers and 
softens his adversity ; affords a flood of consolation 
in his affliction ; preserves him from sinking under 
his chastisements ; and enables him to derive from 
such discipline all the benefit intended by the wisdom 
and love of God. This witness, as it enables the 
believer to cry, **Abba, Father," emboldens his 
approach to Gtod in prayer, and makes it a natural, 
easy, delightful, and profitable engagement. He 
pleads the promises made to the children of God, 
a 
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not with uncertain doubtfulness of His interest 
therein, but with the holy confidence of their ascer- 
tained donation. His prayers are accompanied by 
holy affections, and rise in blessed distinction above 
those supplications which proceed from fear, oi* 
which are offered in form. He, by the aid of the 
Spirit, offers spiritual worship to God who is a 
Spirit. In a word, this witness awakens within him 
the hope of immortal glory ; seals to him the title 
of his heavenly inheritance ; regulates his use and 
enjoyment of present good ; delivers him from the 
anxieties and snares peculiar to inordinate worldly 
attachment ; and, destroying the fear of death, sup- 
plies the motives requisite to the pursuit of holiness, 
and fits him to purify himself even as Christ is pure. 
Now, presumption is not associated with these 
blessed effects, and the distinction between its as- 
sumptions, and the persuasion of the Holy Spirit, 
is definite and obvious. 

This is a sufficient answer to Mr. Alexander Knox, 
who, in his " Eemarks on the Life and Character of 
John Wesley,*' appended to the third edition of 
Southey's " Life of Wesley," says, that the doctrine 
of the direct witness of the Spirit "opened a 
door for self-delusion, and even for practical defi- 
ciency ; and that the tendency of such a notion is to 
impede that moral progress for which he " (Mr. 
Wesley) ** was chiefly solicitous." We may add, that 
he who, according to the doctrine advocated in this 
essay, apprehends what Isaac Taylor calls an " indi- 
vidualized spiritual life," — he who, according to this 
writer, " surrenders himself to the influence of the 
loftier revelations of the Christian system, and 
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learns to think of himself, albeit as one of the most 
unworthy, yet as the object of an eternal purpose of 
mercy," — he who realises " that conscious personal 
relationship to the Saviour Christ," which I. Taylor 
assumes "to be of the very substance of mature 
Christian piety, and which can never be warrantably 
rebuked as enthusiastic," — will be in little danger of 
confounding it with "the introverted spiritual 
sensitiveness, or the overweening religious egotism, 
or the hypochondriacal moodiness, which," Mr. 
Taylor says, " so often comes in its place, and is 
inconsiderately accepted in its stead." We further, 
deny that true Wesleyan teaching of this doctrine is 
to be charged with such a substitution, whenever it oc- 
curs : but this substitution, like other abuses of scrip- 
tural truth, is rather to be traced to the faultiness 
of human nature in those who are the subjects of 
such instruction, than to any deficiency of the teach- 
ing itself; teaching which, as it does not sympathize 
with, does not afford patronage or encouragement 
to, " the fitfulness of every hour, the sombre colour 
of one mood, or the gaiety of another, the nameless 
ills, the dim surmises, the absurd fantasies, which 
perturb misgoverned minds, which are the objects, 
the occasions, the springs, of that alternately murky 
and giddy temper, to the variations of which 
the phrase * religious experience ' has so often, and 
so grievously, been misapplied." 

The preceding observations are equally calculated 
to preserve from delusion arising from any possible 
operation of satanic power and artifice. Indeed, we 
cannot suppose that Q-od, in His perfect and gra- 
cious government of the church, would allow Satan 
a 2 
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80 to coanterfeit the works of His own Spirit, as to 
make the distinction difficult. Truth and holiness 
are the objects of the devil's aversion ; and though 
he may transform himself into an angel of light, in 
some particulars, yet he brings with him, in the 
obvious tendencies of his impressions, those mani- 
festations of evil whereby he and his operations may 
be discerned. If to earnest prayer to be kept from 
delusion, Christians add sincere and honest examina- 
tion of the impressions which they receive, and of 
their tendencies and effects, they will be preserved 
from ever mistaking the evidences of their salvation. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

FITBTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS RESPECTING 
THE WITNESS OP THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

For the sake of those who, admitting the neces- 
sity of the distinct and direct testimony of the Holy 
Ghost to their adoption, look for some communica- 
tion unique in its mode or effects, or in both ; and 
who refuse comfort because the evidence afforded 
does not accord with their conceptions ; we observe, 
that they should rather expect this persuasion or 
impression to resemble what they have already 
known of G-od's operations, than that it should 
assume a new character. Divine influence has 
already been exerted upon their minds, in their 
conviction of sin ; which is a persuasion wrought in 
the soul of its personal guilt and danger ; and that, 
too, by the direct operation or testimony of the Holy 
Ghost. Such persons will readily remember the differ- 
ence between the mere intellectual persuasion of their 
sinful estate, which resulted from reading and hear- 
ing the word of God, — a persuasion unaccompanied 
by fitting emotion and beneficial practical conse- 
quences, — ^and that distinct conviction to which we 
now allude, and which has been followed by deep 
and sincere repentance. Having, then, the testi- 
mony of God in their consciences, condemning them 
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as sinners, they should look for a similar witness 
from the same Spirit to attest their adoption, that, 
freed from improper and indefinite expectation, they 
may embrace and hold fast the confidence which 
God may impart to them by the most simple process. 
We are not to suppose that the work of the Spirit 
in attesting the adoption of the believer differs in 
kind from the rest of His operations upon the mind. 
The witness of the Spirit is one instance among 
several in which the Holy Ghost powerfully and 
sensibly applies a Divine truth to the heart and 
conscience. Thus a sinner may know the truths of 
Scripture without conviction, repentance, or salva- 
tion. But when the grace of God accompanies 
the word, then it powerfully affects him. He then 
feels himself a sinner. No process of reasoning is 
necessary : the truth is brought home to his con- 
science, and he confesses himself a sinner. How 
does he know this ? By the force of ministerial 
eloquence ? — the study of the Scriptures ? — ^the 
inference of reason ? No 1 But by the operation 
of the Spirit of God. The Spirit applies this truth, 
and the sinner knows it to be true because he feels 
its application. " The spirit of bondage makes men 
fear, before the Spirit of adoption comes, pronouncing 
death and perdition to sinners. The spirit of bond- 
age is the testimony of God's Spirit witnessing the 
sinner's sin and condemnation."* Now when the 
same man believes in Christ, his state, relation, and 
circumstances being changed, he feels in the same 
manner the testimony of the same Spirit to a differ- 
ent fact, even to that of his acceptance with God. 
* Thomas Shq)ar(l*8 " Sound Believer," 1649. 
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The penitent, regarding that which is necessaryt o 
filial confidence in the witness of the Holy Ghost, 
rather than those additions which God may vouch- 
safe in its bestowment, will the more readily be 
delivered from the fears, and from that unbelief, 
which fill him with distress, and which dishonour 
God. Wesley observes : "I do not mean that 
God testifies this " (the believer's adoption) " by any 
outward voice : no, nor always by an inward voice, 
although He may do this sometimes. Neither do I 
suppose that He always applies to the heart, though 
He often may, one or more texts of Scripture. But 
He so works upon the soul, by His immediate influ- 
ence, and by a strong though inexplicable operation, 
that the stormy wind and troubled waves subside, 
and there is a sweet calm. The heart rests as in the 
arms of Jesus ; and the sinner is clearly satisfied 
that God is reconciled."* 

We would suggest, that this view is supported by 
John xvi. 8-11 : " And when He is come. He will 
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment : of sin, because they believe not on Me ; 
of righteousness, because I go to My Father, and ye 
see Me no more ; of judgment, because the prince 
of this world is judged." Here reproving — or, margin, 
** convincing " — the world must be understood of so 
convincing, when the conviction is beneficial and 
saving, individual men in the world ; whilst, in other 
cases, the Holy Spirit leaves sinners without excuse, 
having in the means vouchsafed for their being 
religiously convinced, provided also for the judicial 
condemnation of their perverseness, unbelief, and 
• Sermon on the ** Witness of the Spirit." 
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neglect. A gracious conviction of sin is the work 
of the Spirit, applying the truth, not only to the 
human understanding, but to the spiritual conscious- 
ness of the sinner. Thus doctrines and statements 
pertaining to a man's own sin — long known, under- 
stood, in theory admitted, but unfelt and without 
practical results — become, suddenly and powerfully, 
vital and impressive in all their terrible reality, and 
in their ascertained and felt application to himself. 
His sin, and its present and eternal consequences, 
are no longer fearful doctrines, to be looked upon 
with indifference, or with but slight or transient 
emotion, but appalling facts, in which he feels himself 
incontestably concerned, and by which he is per- 
sonally endangered. The guilt, the folly, the danger, 
the ruin are his ; and — with more than a notion, or 
strong opinion — with a sense of these, he is 
" pricked in the heart." * 

Does not the Holy Spirit, in the same way, con- 
vince of "righteousness?" Indeed, how can the 
one be separated from the other, so far as this, that 
conviction of sin necessarily implies a conviction of 
the absence and need of righteousness to which sin 
is opposed ? The Holy Spirit operating to the sal- 
vation of men does not stop here, but makes the 
existence and accessibility of the righteousness felt 
to be necessary, apparent to the mind, and real to 
the quickened spiritual sensibilities of the penitent. 
The method of apprehending this righteousness by 
faith in the Atonement, is brought also, in its practi- 
cability, into the soul ; and the fact of personal par- 

♦ Diodati interprets the word ** conyince " thus, — " shall imprint 
on men's consciences lively feelings and convictions of sin." 
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ticipation therein is ascertained and consciously 
enjoyed as the result of the conviction, testimony, or 
witness of the Holy Ghost. He sheds the love of 
God abroad in the heart, and makes the justifica- 
tion and adoption of the believer — makes His 
gracious righteousness — as truly and unquestion- 
ably felt, in its comfort, as He before made the fact 
and misery of sin to be endured. The Eedeemer*s 
power and right thus to bless by the Spirit are 
proved by His resurrection and ascension into 
heaven ; which not only show His perfect and trium- 
phant righteousness, but confirm Him to the grati- 
tude and recumbency of faith as, what He truly is, 
the Fountain of all righteousness ; " The Lobd our 
EioHTEOTJSNEss ; " " able to save to the uttermost 
all who come unto God by "Him, seeing He," being 
raised from the dead and glorified, " ever liveth to 
make intercession for us." 

In like manner the Holy Spirit convinces of 
"judgment," causing the believer to submit his 
conscience and behaviour, freely, to the rule or judg- 
ment of Christ ; the rule of Satan being abrogated 
in his heart ; " the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus" making him "free from the law of 
sin and death." Thus the witness of the believer's 
own spirit arises, confirming his adoption by its 
legitimate results in the developments of regenera- 
tion and holiness, " until the sanctification of grace 
begun in their hearts be brought to that perfection, 
that it prevaileth over all opposite corruption, and 
judgment be brought forth unto victory." * Mean- 
while the impenitent are awed by the terrors of a 
* Calvin, Matt. zii. 20. 
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certain future judgment, seeing their prince is 
, already judged and their condemnation certain. 
Hutcheson, in his exposition of this text, says, 
"As to the act here ascribed to the Spirit, of 
reproving, or rather, convincing, I take it to import, 
not only His offering and affording sufficient means 
which might convince men, but also the success of 
these means, and His effectual and actual convincing 
of them thereby, — so that they are put to silence. 
To convince them of sin by letting them see the 
hazard of their natural condition, through continu- 
ance in unbelief ; next to convince them of righteous- 
ness to be had in Christ only, as a remedy to this 
condition ; and then to convince them of judgment 
and dominion, and of deliverance from spiritual 
slavery, and the putting down of Satan's kingdom 
by being in Him. The Spirit of the Lord is an 
effectual convincer : where clear illumination and 
strong reasoning will not avail. He can irresistibly 
convince and baiter down strong-holds. The order 
of the Spirit is to be observed ; so that if we miss 
the comfortable conviction of righteousness, we 
should see if we do not stop it by want of convic- 
tion of sin ; and if we want the comfortable convic- 
tion of freedom from slavery, and absolution through 
Christ, we may find it obstructed by our not 
closing with righteousness when we are convicted 
of sin." 

This interpretation of the passage is not a novel 
one ; and we submit, that whilst it harmonizes with 
the more usual interpretation, it secures, in addition, 
that spiritual signification which is by too many 
overlooked, and which, we think, the text legiti- 
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matelj yields. We cite it as an illustration, and we 
do so confident of the accuracy of the interpretation 
submitted. 

Contrary to the limitations of some theologians, 
we believe that the Spirit's witness, as explained in 
the preceding remarks, is the common privilege of 
all believers ; that it is not confined to a few more 
favoured individuals, or found in exclusive associa- 
tion with pre-eminent piety or matured devotion. 
We believe that it arises in the ordinary constitu- 
tion, development, and application of the Christian 
method of salvation, and is not the reiSult of an 
arbitrary exercise of Q-od's sovereignty in particular 
cases. It is a blessing dependent, not upon the 
pre-existing character or circumstances of the sub- 
jects of Divine grace, but upon faith in Christ. 
However various the characters of men, however 
different their position with reference to the Gospel, 
prior to their conversion, they are placed in identi- 
cally the same state, and have the same spiritual 
qualifications for religious enjoyment, bestowed, 
though not all to the same extent, in their exercise 
of justifying faith. We have already seen, that no 
mental peculiarity exists to hinder this Divine mani- 
festation ; and all moral disqualifications are done 
away when God justifieth the ungodly. St. Paul 
clearly teaches, (Gal. iv. 6,) that God sends forth the 
Spirit of His Son, the Holy Ghost, into the hearts 
of those who receive the adoption of sons, because 
they are sons. He describes it as a privilege belong- 
ing to this relation ; graciously bestowed, yet con- 
nected with the adoption which it attests. It is 
given to sons, as sons ; not to some distinguished 
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sons, to some of matured devotion ; to those who 
are painfully afflicted or sorely tempted : given not 
for some peculiar or incidental purpose connected 
with some favoured or necessitous individuals or 
classes, but as the common gift to all believers, 
because they are sons, and irrespective of peculiar 
circumstances in their individual character or con- 
dition. This blessing, then, may be offered with 
unrestricted freedom to all, as one of the gifts pur- 
chased for believers by the blood of Christ. The 
penitent should seek it, avoiding all scruple and 
doubtfulness; and it should be regarded as neces- 
sary to Christian consolation and religious improve- 
ment. 

This witness is not a manifestation bestowed upon 
the induction of the believer into the Christian 
state, and occasionally revived to cheer in sorrow, to 
strengthen in temptation, or to prepare for death ; 
but it is designed to abide for the continued joy of 
the soul. The imperfect experience of others, and 
the recollection of our own frequently suspended 
consolations, may indeed serve to humble us before 
God, but must not be allowed to determine our 
judgment; against the possibility of abiding in His 
love, and enjoying the uninterrupted witness of His 
paternal regard. " The Spirit itself beareth " — 
that is, continues to bear — " witness " — now wit- 
nesseth — " with our spirits, that we are the children 
of Q-od.'* Nor is there any necessity that we should 
ever lose this witness. We maintain this view of 
the privilege alike for the admonition of the careless, 
who rather recollect past acts than exhibit the present 
habit of faith ; and for the encouragement of the 
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sincere though timid disciple of Christ. To the 
latter, the atonement is ever accessible, and in the 
faithful personal appropriation of its benefits he is 
called continually to rejoice : fully assured of his 
need of Christ's death in every moment of his life, it 
is his privilege also to say, 

** Every moment, Lord, I have 
The merit of Thy death." 

It is objected, that God may, in His sovereignty, 
withhold or withdraw the witness of the Spirit from 
His children, and cause them to walk in darkness 
for a season. An examination of the scriptures 
usually adduced in support of this opinion will, how- 
ever, yield a different result. " Who is among you 
that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His 
servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light ? 
Let him trust in the Lord, and stay himself upon 
his God." (Isai. 1. 10.) Spiritual darkness is not 
here intended, as no man under its influence can so 
" trust " in the Lord. The Prophet speaks of the 
darkness of providential circumstances or trial. 
Meither is the objection better proved by the text, 
*' Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a 
season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through mani* 
fold temptations ; " (1 Peter i. 6 ;) as the persons 
addressed possessed great rejoicing and immortal 
hope, though they were painfully distressed by per- 
secution and numerous sorrows. On the contrary, 
we read, "He that followeth Me shall not walk 
in " spiritual " darkness, but shall have the light of 
life." Nor will God, whose unchangeable purpose 
is the holiness of believerS| counteract His own 
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design and the object of His Son's atonement, by" 
withdrawing that attestation of His Spirit which is 
necessary to the existence and influence of the hope, 
without which no man can " purify himself even as 
ja!e is pure/* If there be in any " this painful sense 
of alienation from God, so emphatically and beauti- 
fully styled in Scripture, * the hiding of God's face,' 
it will then be necessary to commence a deep and 
impartial scrutiny, both of the inward thoughts and 
of the outward conversation. Sins may have been 
committed, and repentance may have been neglected. 
Or, if external pollution has been avoided, the ima- 
gination may have been for some time past deli- 
berately and habitually tainted with impurity, in- 
flamed with hatred, or too eagerly and exclusively 
employed upon sensible objects. Should such appear 
to have been the case, we may rest assured that our 
offences have separated between God and us, and 
that our iniquities have caused Him to withdraw the 
cheering light of His Holy Spirit." * 

But, say some, such a testimony of our acceptance 
with God, and especially such an abiding witness of 
our sonship, tends powerfully and directly to licen- 
tiousness. A similar objection was, of old, brought 
against ^the doctrine of justification by faith, and is 
still reiterated, notwithstanding inspired and unin- 
spired refutations of it. With reference to the wit- 
ness of the Holy Spirit, the objection entirely fails. 
We do not, though some may, and some who thus 
object, confound the testimony of the Holy Ghost to 
the believer's sonship, with the assurance of his 
necessary final perseverance. We, with John Good- 

* Faber on tlie Ordinary Operations of the Holy Spirit, p. 126, 
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win,* consider it as co-existent with the faith of those 
who possess it, in its first impressions as well as in 
its continuance ; that it hath no other certainty 
than the certainty of the said faith ; and that it is 
consequently reversible. As Christian faith is pro- 
ductive of good works, so disobedience is incompa- 
tible with its existence ; and, therefore, the witness 
of the Holy Ghost does not continue when sin is 
committed. So also speaks Jeremy Taylor : f " Cer- 
tain it is that Q-od hath given to holy persons the 
Spirit of adoption, enabling them to cry, *Abba, 
Father,' and to account themselves for sons ; and by 
this * Spirit, we know that we dwell in Him,' and 
therefore it is called in Scripture * the earnest of the 
Spirit.' But all this is conditional, and is not a 
testimony of the certainty and future event, but of 
the event as it is possibly future, and may (without 
our fault) be reduced to act as certainly as it is pro- 
mised, or as the earnest is given in hand. And this 
the Spirit of God often tells us in secret visitations 
and public testimonies ; and this is that which St, 
Paul calls ' tasting the heavenly gift, and partaking 
of the Holy Ghost, and tasting of the good word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come.' But 
yet some that have done so have fallen away, and 
have quenched the Spirit, and have given back the 
earnest of the Spirit, and contracted new relations ; 
and God hath been their Father no longer, for they 
have done the works of the devil." Even St, 
Augustine J says, " No man can be secure touching 

* Redemption Redeemed, fol., p. 255. 

t life of Christ. 

t De bond Pertever,, cap. xxii. 
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eternal life, till this life be ended." Bernard * ob- 
serves, " Having now received the knowledge of 
himself in part, he may rejoice in hope, but not in 
security as yet." Vossius f says, " Nor is there any 
of the ancients to be found, who, as far as I am able 
to call to mind, conceive that believers have any 
absolute certainty of their perseverance. They deny 
that any man, because he certainly knows that he is 
at present in the number of true believers, can there- 
fore promise unto himself that he shall never incur 
the guilt of heinous sins. Such an absolute cer- 
tainty as this they affirm to be inexpedient in this 
life, being obnoxious to so many temptations ; and 
when the weakness of men is such, that unless there 
be a continual solicitude to keep that grace which we 
have once received, a carnal security will steal upon 
us ; through which, as by a broad gate wide opened, 
whole troops of vices are likely to convey themselves 
into us." X Nor can its tendency be otherwise than 

* Epis. 107. 

t Hist. Telag.y lib. vi., thesis 12. 

X " On the Assorance of Salvation." 

" 1. QuBBiis. — Is it possible for any believer, without a special 
revelation, to be certain or assured that he will not decline or fall 
away from the faith ? 

" 2. Are those who have faith bound to believe, that they will not 
decline from the faith ? 

" 3. The affirmative of either of these questions was never ac- 
counted in the church of Christ as a catholic doctrine ; and the 
denial of either of them has never been a^judfced by the church 
universal as a heresy. 

" 4. The persuasion by which any believer assuredly persuades 
himself, that it is impossible for him to decline fi*om the faith, does 
not conduce so much to consolation against despaib, or against the 
doubting that is averse to faith and hope, as it contributes to en- 
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holy. Its communication, as we have already shown, 
implants filial and grateful love to God ; and its con- 
gender SECURirr, a thiog directly opposed to that most salutary fev 
with which we are commanded to work out oar salvation, and which 
is exceeding seoessary in this scene of temptation. 

** 5. He who is of opinion that it is possible for him to dediue 
from the failh, and who, therefore, is afraid lest he should decline, is 
neither destitute of necessary consolation, nor is he, on this account, 
tormented with anxiety of mind. For it suffices to inspire consola- 
tion, and to exclude anxiety, when he knows that he wiU decline from 
the faith through no force of Satan, of sin, or of the world, and 
through no {uffectione) inclination or weakness of his own flesh, unless 
he willingly and of his own accord yield to temptation, and neglect 
to work out his salvation in a conscientious manner," — Arminius's 
Works ; translated by J. Nichols, vol. ii., p. 726. 

" That for the present time and state, — a believer hath, by the 
testimony of the Holy Ghost in him, a comfortable assurance that he 
hath true faith, and is now in the state of salvation ; which begets in 
him true joy, and fervent love, and thankfulness unto God. And if 
this be when he is near the end of his race, or at the poiat of death, 
it may be more abundant and triumphant, according to that of St. 
Paul, * I am now ready to be offered,' &c. (2 Tim. iv. 6, 7.) 

'*This is the doctrine of the Lutherans against the perpetual 
doubting of the Papists, who would have no man certain of his 
present estate, no, not when he is at best. 

" That for the time to come, — as to our perseverance to the end« 
especially when, as yet, probably, we have a long race to run, as in 
youth, and many dangers to pass through, we have no certain as- 
anrauce of the event, that we shall undoubtedly persevere ; but we 
have a sure confidence in God and His goodness, that He will not be 
wanting unto us, if we be not too much wanting to ourselves, but will 
with the temptation, wherewith He shall please to try us, make a 
way also to escape, that we may be able to bear it. For this I refer 
myself to the judgment of the ancients, holy men, and experienced 
divines. Let us first hear Si Augustine: {De Civiiat. Dei, 1. ii., e. 
12, p. 654, 8vo. :) — *We do not now indiscreetly call them 
blessed, whom we see living justly and godly, with hope of future 
immortality, and without such a crime as raaketh shipwreck of con- 
H 
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tinuance strengtliens and develops the affection in 
all the forms of practical godliness. " For this is 

science i who, though they be assured of the reward of perseverance, 
are, notwithstanding, found very uncertain of their persevering : for 
who is there among men that knoweth for certain he shall continue 
unto the end, in the practice of, and progress in, righteousness, ex- 
cept he be assnred thereof by some revelation from Him who, touch- 
ing this matter, in His just and secret judgment, is not pleased to 
inform all, although He deceive none?' 

" In like manner, St. Ambrose, on that of the Psalmist, ' I will 
oflTer to Thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving : ' — * He saith not, / do 
taerifice^ but, / toitl sacrifice : signifying that to be a perfect sacri- 
fice, when every one, fireed from the chains of this body, shall stand 
before the Lord, and offer himself a sacrifice of praise ; because before 
death there can be no perfect praise, nor can any man in this life be 
certainly entitled to any determinate encomium, seeing the remaining 
part of his life is yet under uncertainty/ — De Bono Mortis, cap. iii., 
p. 214, fol. 

** I will further add, that the book published in 1543, by the 
authority of King Henry VIIL, intituled, * A necessary Doctrine and 
Erudition for any Christian Man,' in the first article, which is Of 
Paith, speaketh exactly my sentiments : — * But whether there be any 
speciaii particular knowledge, which man by faith hath certainly of 
himself, whereby he may testify to himself, that he is of the predes- 
tinated, who shall to the end persevere in their calling, we have not 
spoken, ne cannot in Scripture ne Doctors find, that any such faith 
can be taught or preached.' ' And therefore, if we assuredly reckon 
upon the state of our felicity, as grounded npon God's promise, and 
do not remember, that no man shall be crowned except he lawfully 
fight, we shall triumph before the victory, and so look in vain for 
that which is not otherwise promised, but under a condition. And 
this every Christian man must assuredly believe.' 

" And King James at Hampton Court Conference (H. C. C, p. 
80) is reported to have said, * By inferring the necessary certainty of 
standing and persisting in grace, a desperate presumption may be 
arreared.* '* — Plaifere's Appeal to the Gospel for true Doctrine of 
Predestination. Reprinted in Cambridge Tracts, 8vo., 1789, c. 
xviu.— -See also Whitby, Five Points, 8vo., 1700, p. 469-; Perkins's 
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the love of God, that we keep His commandments : 
and His commandments are not grievous." (1 John 
V. 3.) It arouses the purifying operation of Chris- 
tian hope ; and, fis the demonstration of the infinite 
goodness and boundless love of God, it is invested 
with a value which commands and secures watchful 
solicitude to retain, and consistent efforts to improve 
it. Licentiousness may be found connected with the 
presumptuous conclusions of Antinomianism, or with 
the substitutions of the unfaithful ; but this witness 
operates directly to the production and perfecting of 
holiness, as it confers on the mind the necessary 
capability for the effectually virtuous and Christian 
exercise of its powers. 

Such evidence of adoption, though satisfactory in 
all cases, yields not the same amount of joy to all jjbs 
possessors, nor to any of them at all times alike. 
Joy is connected with it ; but this grace develops 
itself differently in different persons, and in the same 
person its manifestations vary with varying circum- 
stances. In some it partakes more of excitement 
than in others, in whom it appears as the settled 
habit of Christian cheerfulness. No uniform measure 
of its influence can or ought to be determined on, 
but variation should be rather expected from the 
characteristic difference of mankind. It may be 
modified by the troubles which afflict, or by the 
temptations which depress men, as well as by phy- 
sical infirmity.* Yet, in its utmost weakness, it 

Works, fol., vol. i., p. 564 ; Bishop Sherlock, Sermon on Phil. ii. 
12; and Nichols's Calvinism and Arminianism Compared, vol. i., p. 
xzziii. 
* Whatever physical or other causes produce mental depression, 
H 2 
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enables the soul to "hope in God;" is light in 
darkness ; and, often rising over every abating 
agency into triumphant confidence, emboldens the 
suflFerer to exclaim, "I know that my Redeemer 
Hveth." 

sncli depression will affect oar perceptions, whether of an ordinary 
or of a religions nature ; and, in some instances, its snbjects so fix 
and concentrate their attention on what is gloomj and discouraging, 
as to create a darkness, more or less obscuring the Divine benignity, 
and the mercy so clearly revealed in the Gospel, and, under other cir- 
cumstances, apprehended by the soul. Through such mental infirm- 
ity our confidence may be considerably abated, as the evidence of the 
Spirit is thus obscured. This, however, resolves itself into mental 
disease or disorder, and is not to be taken as the rule, but as the 
exception, to the privilege of the believer. Brainerd had a constitu- 
tional tendency to depression, and often sunk into melancholy : but, 
at these times, he was not exercised about his participation of the 
Divine favour, and his interest in Christ, but about his infirmities 
and unfitness for God*s service. Whatever exceptions, therefore, may 
be made in extreme instances of this description, it is still the privi- 
lege of the godly to realise their eigoyment of the paternal love of 
Ood. 
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CHAPTEE Vn. 

FUBTHBB CONSIDERATIONS BESPECTINO THE WIT- 
NESS OP THE HOLT SPIRIT. THE DOCTBINH 
FBBBD FBOM THE CHARGE OF NOVELTY. 

We are not surprised that tlie existence of such 
witness in the hearts of believers should be denied 
by those who admit no higher authority in deter- 
mining of religious truth, than that of reason. 
They, in their inability to comprehend the mysteries 
which necessarily exist in a revelation of the nature, 
purposes, and operations of the infinite God, deny 
their existence, in strange forgetfulness of the mul- 
titude of obvious facts of physical nature, into the 
confessed mysteriousness of which philosophy has 
never penetrated. By their perverse inconsistency, 
this witness of the Holy Spirit is made to share the 
fate of His Personality and Divinity ; is regarded 
with scorn, and treated with derision. But though, 
in bringing the charge of enthusiasm against those 
who profess to enjoy this witness, such objectors may 
be joined by persons of more orthodox belief, they 
only prove that they are themselves unacquainted 
with it, and not that it is an illusion, or that those 
who rejoice in it are deceived. They are strangers 
to spiritual sensations, and therefore to spiritual con- 
ceptions. They have not Paul's spirit, they enter not 
into his sympathies, and therefore do not understand 
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his meaning. " Praise the sweetness of honey to 
the utmost, he who has never tasted it cannot under- 
stand it." * " The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness 
to him ; neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned." (1 Cor. ii. 14.) But the be- 
liever, knowing the things that are freely given to 
him of €k)d, will not allow his confidence to be abated 
by such objections. His enjoyments will be retained, 
untouched by ridicule, and unwithered by the 
sophisms of an affected and proud rationality. And 
if he be solicitous that his views of this and other 
spiritual privileges should be adopted by those who 
^ow impugn them, his desires are less personal than 
relative ; they are benevolent, and not selfish ; and 
respect the profit and salvation of his antagonists 
rather than his own additional confirmation. Pre- 
sident Edwards, in his ^* Treatise on Beligious Affec- 
tions," a book in which " there is much wholesome 
food mixed with much deadly poison," f has the 
following observations : — " In those gracious exercises 
and affections which are wrought in the saints, 
through the saving influence of the Spirit of God, 
there is a new inward perception or sensation of 
their minds, entirely different in its nature and kind 
from anything that ever their minds were the sub- 
jects of before. For, if God by His mighty power 
produces something that is new, not only in degree 
and circumstances, but in its whole nature, (and that 
which could be produced by no exalting, varying, or 
compounding of what was there before, or by adding 
anything of the like kind,) then, doubtless, some- 
* St. Aogostine. f Wesley. 
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thing entirely new is felt or perceived. There is 
what some metaphysicians call a simple idea. And 
if there be in tbe soul a new sort of conscious exer- 
cises, which the soul knew nothing of before, and 
which no improvement, composition, or management 
of what it was before could produce ; then it follows 
that the mind has an entirely new kind of percep- 
tion or sensation. Here is, as it were, a new spiritual 
sense, or principle of new kind of perception or spi- 
ritual sensation, which is in its whole nature different 
from any former kinds of sensation of the mind, as 
tasting is diverse from any of the other senses. And 
something is perceived by a true saint, in the exer- 
cise of this new sense of mind, in spiritual and 
Divine things, as entirely diverse from anything 
that is perceived in them by natural men, as the 
sweet taste of honey is diverse from the ideas men 
get of honey by only looking on and feeling it. This 
new spiritual sense, and the new dispositions that 
attend it, are no new faculties, but new principles of 
nature : not a new faculty of understanding, but a 
new foundation laid in the nature of the soul, for a 
new kind of exercises of the same faculty of under- 
standing." * 

The foregoing explication of the witness of the 
Spirit, as implying a direct testimony, has frequently 
been termed a novel one, devoid of the sanctions of 
ecclesiastical antiquity, and pronounced to be nothing 
more than a peculiarity of Methodism. This de- 
serves attention, as novelties in religion are suspi- 
cious, if not invariably^ false. Pew things more 
powerful can be brought against any professed in- 
* Part U., sectiou 1. 
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terpretation of truth, than the proof of its being 
new ; though it does not follow that every ancient 
interpretation is correct. We have, however, no 
difficulty in removing this imputation, and in 
demonstrating to every candid inquirer, that it 
was not, as has been asserted, the invention of 
Mr. Wesley and his coadjutors ; and that by a 
reference to the writings of the different ages of 
the Christian church. By some of the Fathers the 
doctrine was unquestionably thus held and ex- 
pounded : or, passing by remote antiquity, in order 
to meet the objection on the ground on which it is 
usually based, the Eefobmebs, the English Mab- 
TTBS, the Fathbbs and Eablt Dignitabies of the 
National Chubch, and many of the Pubitan and 
NoNCOKPOBMisT DiviNES, thus interpreted it, as a 
reference to their works, ample quotations from 
which are given at the end of the chapter, fully 
proves. 

Now, in the presence of evidence, afforded by so 
many witnesses, living in different ages of the church, 
and of various opinions and creeds, the objection of 
modem opposers of the explication given, asserting 
it to be an unsupported novelty, entirely fails, as 
proceeding rather from uninformed temerity or wil- 
ful misrepresentation, than from patient and candid 
investigation and enlightened statement ; and the 
interpretation appears to be a peculiarity of the 
Wesleyan theology, only as that theology has rescued 
it from the oblivion to which unfaithfulness had con- 
signed it, or into which rationalists would have 
plunged it; only as it has distinctly revived and 
prominently maintained it. The preaching of this 
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doctrine, and, if need be, its defence, is enforced 
upon the Wesleyans by the repeated exhortations 
and venerated example of their fathers ; was highly 
honoured of Otod in their bright career of evangelical 
usefulness ; and the proofs of its divinity con- 
tinue and multiply around us. Wesley says, "It 
more nearly concerns the Methodists, so called, 
clearly to understand, explain, and defend this doc- 
trine ; because it is one grand part of the testimony 
which God has given them tp bear to all mankind. 
It is by His peculiar blessing upon them in search- 
ing the Scriptures, confirmed by the experience of 
His children, that this great evangelical truth has 
been recovered, which had been for many years well- 
nigh lost and forgotten." * 

It is certainly most important and necessary to 
give the utmost prominence to this doctrine in our 
thinkings, our prayers, and in our ministrations in 
the present day, when strenuous eflForts are being 
made, in the revival of obsolete and erroneous dog- 
mas, to undermine the foundations of Frotest^ant 
theology and spiritual Christianity. Surely, amidst 
the insidious or less covert intrusions of an unscrip- 
tural system of externalism, of an arbitrary and 
servile form of Christianity, which attributes to the 
observances and sacraments of religion effects only 
to be produced by the power of God, it is indispens- 
able that the claims of vital, heartfelt Christianity 
should be faithfully maintained and enforced. No 
better preservative against the heresy alluded to can 
be found, than the godly recognition of the direct 
witness of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of believers. 
♦ Works, 8vo., 3d edition, vol. v., p. 124. 
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The theology which rejects the felt influence of the 
Holy Ghost, and the spiritually-ascertained consola- 
tions of the Gospel, in connexion with faith in the 
atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ, vainly endea- 
vours to supply this lack by the substitution of 
** meats and drinks ; " of ceremonial and sacramental 
observances ; whilst it plunges its votaries into the 
bewildering mazes of superstitious attempts to pre- 
pare for an ill-defined, remote, and uncertain justifi- 
cation. In the best days of the church, in primitive 
times, and during the struggles of the Beformation, 
prominence was given to the spiritual doctrines and 
privileges of the Gospel. Rome originated and 
accumulated her errors, and reared her temple of 
darkness, superstition, and blood, amidst the fatal 
neglect of vital godliness, ^nd endeavoured to crush, 
as necessarily ruinous to her inventions, pretensions, 
and usurped authority, the revival of that simple 
and evangelic teaching, which led men from tradi- 
tion to the Scriptures ; from ceremonies and imper- 
fect observances to faith in the atoning blood ; and 
from the gloomy shadows of distressing uncertainty 
to the light and comfort of the favour of G^d dis- 
closed by the witness of the Holy Ghost within 
them. And if we would resist Eome successfully, 
or eflfectually counteract the mistaken or dishonest 
designs of that school of theologians, who in their 
professed " middle way " exhibit unequivocal ten- 
dencies towards the Papal Antichrist, we shall best 
do so by the use of those weapons which were em- 
ployed by the Apostles against the Judaiziug teach- 
ers and other seducing spirits ; by the Reformers, in 
restoring Christianity to her simplicity and spiritual 
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efficiency ; and by our fathers, in their successful 
revival of vital godliness. A belief in the operation 
of the Holy Ghost as necessary and vouchsafed to 
impart Christianity and to maintain it within us, 
will preserve from delusive dependence upon sacra- 
mental observances, and will establish a right use of 
them in their fitting subordination, and in their 
legitimate and profitable instrumentality; whilst 
the possession of the " Spirit of adoption," in His 
witnessing and regenerating acts, will give to the 
soul demonstration of God's mercy, and consequent 
joy", too full to need the aid of external and circum- 
stantial confirmations, and too well established and 
satisfactory to be abandoned for the substitutions of 
men who have widely departed from the " faith once 
delivered to the saints." 

Neither must it be veiled before the cold neological 
sophistry of our times ; which, as dangerously a& 
Popery, assails all that is spiritual in religion, and 
tends directly to a pantheistical Deism, — ^a philoso- 
phical Paganism. In the presence, and amidst the 
assumptions and insinuations of this evil, it must be 
zealously and intelligently asserted, explained, and 
vindicated. This is necessary, not only when this 
mischief appears in too palpable a form to be mis- 
taken, but equally so, wheii its animus comes 
shrouded in transcendental admixture with the 
teaching of any of those schools of theology which 
have hitherto been considered as substantially safe. 
There is here a great and increasing danger, which 
the pride of intellect eagerly embraces, and by which 
the awakening intelligence of many young persona 
is easily intoxicated. But we shall not be swerved 



108 WITNESS OF THE HOLT SPIRIT 

from the more excellent way by sucli an. influence, 
nor abandon the light of Divine truth and sober 
interpretation. 

In the speculations of Isaac Taylor we find no 
reason for giving up, or for modifying, this import- 
ant doctrine. To his mind, the doctrines preached 
by the early Methodists, and to which he attributes 
no little of their great success, are no longer, as they 
preached and stated them, adapted to the present 
condition of society, the improvement of the national 
intellect, and the greater amount and higher 
character of the knowledge of these days. The Wes- 
leyan theology must, he conceives, cease to command 
assent through the present and the next generation ; 
and therefore he supposes, " that a wise and silently- 
eflFected consignment of Wesley's theological writings 
to a respectful oblivion would leave room for the 
advancement of the Wesleyan Ministers at once in 
religious intelligence and in scriptural consistency." 
Now, whilst this critic admits that the Wesleyan 
theology, including this doctrine, was signally owned 
of Gk)d ; whilst, as one of his reviewers observes,* 
" deep and vital piety continues to flourish among 
the Methodists, as we believe it has hitherto done ; *' 
and whilst we are thankfully cognizant of its 
unimpaired efficiency, by the Divine blessing, in the 
conversion and godly edifying of those who now 
come under and submit to its influence ; we shall not 
allow this reflection on our theology as antiquated, 
nor the temptingly-displayed vision of the future, to 
remove us from the old paths, or to allure us into 
any new course. We have yet to learn that this 
North British Review, No. xxxii., p. 520. 
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theology is inoperative; that the doctrines which 
are, and which we have embraced as, Catholic, and 
which we are intelligently persuaded are proved by 
the sure warrant of Holy Scripture, are to be aban- 
doned as obsolete, or modified so as to accord with 
the varying phases of the human mind. It is not 
affirmed that this libelled theology is false. God 
would not so have blessed error. But, if true, then 
it does not admit of change ; change would be error. 
Neither is it said that this theology is not plainly 
and perspicuously stated by its propounders : on the 
contrary, its statement by John Wesley is remark- 
able for these attributes. If, then, truth be thus 
clearly delivered, none have fair ground for dissatis- 
faction ; nor will alteration be desiderated, except by 
those who, devoid of settled principles of belief, are 
" given to change." The eflForts of such men will, 
we are persuaded, in this case, be abortive ; and 
those Ministers who, by them, with strange incon- 
sistency, are misrepresented and flattered, will, in 
their steadfastness, give proof of the possession of a 
" sound mind." Their attachment to this theology 
is not, as insinuated, blind, uninquiring, me- 
chanical ; the result of powers cramped by mistaken 
and undue veneration for authority, restraining ex- 
panding intellect ; but it arises from, and is con- 
firmed by, as painstaking, prayerful, and intelligent 
investigation, as that which determines any other 
class of men in their preferences and convictions* 
Besides, we have to discover, that the ministry dis- 
tinguished by this desired and boasted theological 
advancement and adaptation, is remarkable for its 
successful achievement of those purposes for which 
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Christ ordained the ministry in His church. We dd 
not witness the promised great and palpable results^ 
either on churches or on the world, which such a 
system is declared able to accomplish, and which, 
we are told, cannot now be hoped for without it. 
This method has been tried: it is not now mere 
theory. We pause for its results. We want more 
than eloquent and confident professions of its capa- 
city for beneficial working. We want facts realising 
such professions. On this subject we have less of 
curiosity than anxiety ; anxiety, not for ourselves or 
for the fate of our theology, but for the consequences 
of this vaunted teaching on the public mind; an 
anxiety confirmed by all our observations of its 
hitherto-disclosed tendencies. We have tried the old 
mode ; we have found, aiid do still find, it successful ; 
and are content to subscribe and submit to the de- 
claration, " No man having drunk old wine straight- 
way desireth new : for he saith, The old is better.** 
(Luke V. 39.) 

It is our duty to keep the privilege of the witness 
of the Spirit continually in view ; to take heed that 
its simplicity be not disfigured ; to assert its import- 
ance in the formation of Christian character, as the 
foundation of Christian morality, and as the warrant 
of Christian hope ; and in all to preserve its posses- 
sion. Thus shall we consistently perform the duty 
to which the admonitions of our fathers direct us, 
and behave as those who are " set for the defence of 
the Gospel : " and though we may expect the stigma 
of enthusiasm, it is incumbent upon us to bear this 
testimony through evil and through good report. 
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NOTE. (Page 104.) 

THE FATHEBS. 

Clement, (a.d. 96,) in his Epistle to the Corintliiang, 
speaks of those who "religiously serve God in the 
assurance of a good faith." (Abp. Wake's Apostolic 
Fathers, 8vo., 1833, page 93.) 

Novaticm, (a.d. 250,) in his work on the Trinity, speaks 
veiy distinctly of the Holy Ghost as the Author of 
regeneration, the pledge of the promised inheritance, 
and, as it were, the handwriting of eternal salvation. 

Chrysostom, (a.d. 39S,) whose opinion was adopted at 
different subsequent periods by Sedulius, Hajrmo, and 
(Ecumenins, teaches that the testimony declared (Rom. 
viii. 16) " is not the voice of the gift or grace which is 
conferred upon us, but of the comforting Spirit, inwardly 
assuring us that we are the sons of God." Further, he 
says : " When the Spirit beareth witness, what further 
hesitation can exist P If, indeed, it were a man, or an 
angel, or an archangel that had given the gracious 
assurance, some might possibly still doubt. But when 
the Supreme Being, who is Himself the Author and 
Source of adoption, bears His testimony, who would 
doubt any more ? " (Homily on Bom. viii., Paris edit., 
1633, vol. iii., p. 194.) 

Ariselm (a.d. 1093) on Rom. viii. : "The Holy Ghost 
declareth unto our hearts, by an evident testimony, that 
we are children of God." 

Bernard (a.d. 1115) : " That which lieth hid concerning 
us in the heart of the Father, may by His Spirit be re- 
vealed unto us, and the same Spirit testifying unto us 
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may persuade our spirits that we are the sons of God." 
(Sermon v.) 

** What soul among you all but hatli at some times 
felt the Spirit of His Son in his secret conscience, crying, 
Abba, Father ? " (8th Lect. on the Canticles.) 

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH. 

Confession of Augsburg. (a.d. 1530 ; revised and en- 
larged 1538.) — " Such, therefore, as teach nothing con- 
cerning this faith, whereby we receive remission of sins, 
but will have men's consciences stand in doubt, whether 
they obtain remission or no, are justly condemned." 
(Sect. V.) " He that knoweth that the Father is merci- 
ful to him through Christ, this man knoweth God truly." 
(Sect. XX.) 

Saxon Confession, (a.d. 1551.) — ^In this Confession pre- 
sented by the Lutherans to the Council of Trent, we 
read in Article YIII., on Good Works, " We know 
assuredly, that these benefits are procured for us, as it 
is most sweetly said by Zechariah. (xii. 10.) He calls 
it the Spirit of grace, because in this consolation the 
Son of God bears testimony by sealing us with the Holy 
Spirit, that we are in grace, and that we are delivered 
from the pains of the damned." 

Confession of Bohemia, (a.d. 1573.) — " Now, they that 
attain to this justification by Christ our Lord, are taught 
to take unto themselves true and assured comfort, out 
of this grace and bounty of God, to enjoy a good and 
quiet conscience before God, to be certain of their own 
salvation." (Chap, vi.) 

Ccmfessum of France, (a.d. 1559 and 1566.)— "We shall 
always be unquiet, because we are not at peace with God, 
till we be certainly persuaded that we are loved in Jesus 
Christ." (Article xiii.) 
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THE BEF0BMEB3. 

Luther (a.d. 1540) "was strengthened by the discourse 
of an old Augustine Monk, concerning the certainty we 
may have that our sins are forgiven. God likewise gare 
him much comfort in his temptations by that saying of 
St. Bernard, * It is necessary to believe, first of all, that 
you cannot have forgiveness but by the mercy of God; 
and next, that through His mercy thy sins are forgiven 
thee. This is the witness which the Holy Spirit bears 
in thy heart' " (Life of Luther, by John D. Hermschmid. 
See also Perkins's Works, foL, vol. i., p. 542.) 

" Let us assure ourselves that God sendeth the Holy 
Ghost into our hearts. This I say to confute that per- 
nicious doctrine of the Papists, which taught that no 
man certainly knows whether he be in the favour of 
God or no ; whereby they utterly defaced the doctrine 
of faith, tormented men's consciences, banished Christ 
quite out of the church, and darkened and denied all 
the benefits of the Holy Ghost." (Comment on Gulatians 
iv. 6. See also Luther, on Avoiding the Doctrines of 
Men, sec. v., 2.) 

Cahin, (a.d. 1539.)—" St. Paul means, that the Spirit 
of Gk>d gives such a testimony to us, that He being our 
Guide and Teacher, our spirit perceives our adoption of 
God to be certain. For our own mind, of itsdf, inde- 
pendent of the preceding testimony of the Spirit, {nisi 
prceetmte SpirMs testimonio,) could not produce this per- 
suasion in us. For whilst the Spirit witnesses that we 
are the sons of God, He at the same time inspires this 
confidence into our minds, that we are bold to call God 
our Father." (On Rom. viii. 16. See also on Rom. v. 5.) 

" The Fathers, under the Old Testament, were certain 

of their adoption. This adoption is the cause, and must 

have preceded the testimony of adoption given by the 

Holy Spirit, which is the eflFect. In venturing to call God 

I 
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Father, you have the advice and direction of the Spirit of 
Christ ; therefore it is certain that you are the sons of 
God. (2 Cor. i. 22 ; v. 5.) It is not what the persons them- 
selves, in the foolish judgment of the flesh, may venture 
to believe, but what God declares in their hearts by His 
Spirit. Let it be observed, that Paul ascribes this 
universally to all Christians ; for, where this pledge of 
Divine love towards us is wanting, there is assuredly no 
faith.'' (On Gal. iv. 6. See also Calvin's Institutes, book 
iii., chap, ii., sec. 36-39.) 

MelandJion. (a.d. 1540.)— "The Holy Spirit is sent 
into the hearts of believers, that He may kindle new 
light, righteousness, and life eternal: He witnesses* 
bears testimony within us, that we are received into 
favour.** {Loci Prcecip. Theolog., 1543.) 

" Let converted persons, therefore, retain their assur- 
ance, nor yield to doubts which produce profaneness 
or despair ; let them conclude that they have both the 
reconciliation (atonement) and the Holy Spirit as a 
pledge or earnest." (Answer to the Articles of the 
Bavarian Inquisition, 1559.) 

Bidlinger, (a.d. 1560.) — ^The faith whereof we speak is 
not only an imagination or thought concerning things 
past and exceeding our capacity, but a most certain 
assurance and feeling of heavenly things received within 
US to our great commodity." (5th Decade of Sermons. 
These Decades were ordered by a Convocation, Oct., 
1586, to be provided, in addition to a Bible, by every 
Minister under the degree of A.M. and LL.B., for his 
personal study. See Strype.) 

Armdnius. (a.d. 1603.) — "With regard to the certainty 
(or assurance) of salvation, my opinion is, that it is 
possible for him who believes in Jesus Christ to be cer- 
tain and persuaded, and, if his heart condemn him not. 
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he is now in reality assured, that he is a son of God, and 
stands in the grace of Jesus Christ. Such a certainty 
is -wrought in the mind, as well by the action of the 
Holy Ghost inwardly actuating the believer, and by the 
fruits of faith, — as from his own conscience and the 
testimony of God's Spirit witnessing together with his 
conscience." (Declaration of the Sentiments of Arminius, 
Nichols's Translation of his Works, vol. i., p. 603. The 
inquirer will find a most elaborate and valuable note on 
this subject in this page of Mr. Nichols's Translation.) 

Qrotiua (a.d. 1610) approves of the doctrine of assur- 
ance. (See the note of Mr. Nichols, above-named.) 

THE ENGLISH MABTYBS. 

The triumphant confidence of the "noble army" of 
English martyrs, of which an account has been pre- 
served by the laborious Foxe and others, affords satis- 
fectory evidence of the identity of their views of the 
Spirit's direct witness with those which we entertain. 

Bilney (who suffered a.d. 1531) writes : " I met with 
these words of the Apostle, * This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners, whereof I am the chief.' 
O most sweet and comfortable sentence to my soul! 
This one sentence, through God's instruction and in- 
ward working, did so exhilarate my heart, which before 
was wounded with the guilt of my sins, and almost in 
despair, that immediately 1 found marvellous comfort 
and quietness in my soul, so that my bruised bones did 
leap for joy." (Clarke's Lives, 1670.) 

Bishop Hooper (who suffered a.d. 1554) says : " Blessed 
is that man in whom God's Spirit beareth record that 
he is the son of God, (Rom. viii.,) whatsoever troubles 
I 2 
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he snffers in this troablesome world." (Foxe*s Acts and 
Monuments.) 

" I believe the Holy Ghost is the pledge and earnest 
of our heavenly heritage, by the which we be assured, 
ascertained, and certainly persuaded in our conscience, 
that we be the children of God, and brethren adoptives 
to Jesus Christ, and consequently co-heirs to eternal 
life." (Bp. Hooper on the Creed, art. xliii.) 

Bishop Ridley, (a.d. 1654.) — "A man may know 
whether he is now, at this present time, in the favour of 
God or no. The Spirit of God is given us, to put us 
in surety that God favoureth us; and if we lack this 
Spirit, we be not of Christ. (Rom. viii.)" (Comment on 
Ephesians.) 

Bishop Latimer, — "For as long as we be here, God 
showeth Himself unto us by grace. He ascertaineth us 
through His Spirit of His favour." (Sermon on Lord's 
Prayer, 1536.) 

Archbishop Cranmer, (A.D. 1540.) — ^"The same Holy 
Ghost doth also assure and warrant us that our synes 
be forgiven, and that our pardon is signed with God's 
seal. For when we believe in Christ, and are baptized, 
then we are bom again, and are made the children of 
God. And when we be His children, then He giveth the 
Holy Ghost into our hearts, as St. Paul testifieth, 
writing thus : * Forasmuch as you be now the children 
of God, therefore God hath sent the Spirit of His Son 
into your hearts, which crieth, Abba, Father.' And 
when we have received the Holy Ghost, He doth kindle 
in our hearts true love towards God." (Cranmer's 
Catechism.) 

Bradford. — " Endue us with Thy Holy Spirit, accord- 
ing to Thy covenant and mercy, as well to assure us of 
pardon, and that Thou dost accept us into Thy favour as 
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Thy dear children in Christ, and for His sake, as to 

write Thy law upon our hearts I pray Thee to be 

merciful unto me, that I may feel indeed Thy sweet mercy, 
as Thy chad." (Prayers. See Works. Tract Society.) 

Tyndale, (a.d. 1530.) — "A man is certified that he 
loveth God ere he come at the work, by the testimony of 
the Spirit which is given him in earnest. * The Spirit,* 
saith Paul, (Rom. viii.,) * testifieth unto our spirit that 
we be the sons of God:' and then it testifieth that 
we believe in God; for through faith are we sons. And 
then it certifieth me that I love God. For faith and 
love are inseparable. The Spirit, through faith, certi- 
fieth my conscience that my sins are forgiven, and 1 
received under grace and made the very son of God, 
and beloved of God. And then naturaUy mine heart 
breaketh out into the love of God. 

" Christ came with three witnesses, water, blood, and 
Spirit. He ordained the sacrament of baptism, to be 
His witness unto us. And He ordained the sacrament 
of His blood, to be His witness unto us. And He 
poureth His Spirit into the hearts of His, to testify and 
to make them feel that the testimony of those two 
sacraments is true. 

" The true believers have the testimony of God in 
their hearts, and they glorify Gk)d, witnessing that He 
is true. They have the kingdom of God within them, 
and the temple of God within them, and God in that 
temple, and have the Son of God, and life through 
Him. 

" They that have the fe-ith of Christ's Apostles know 
that they have eternal life ; * for the Spirit testifieth,' <&c.; 
(Rom. viii.;) and received under grace. Our Doctors 
say they cannot know whether they be in the state of 
grace ; therefore they have not the faith of Apostles. 
And that they know it not is the cause why they rail at 
it." (Tyndale's Exposition of 1 John v.) 
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THE FATHEB8 AKD DIGNITABIES OF THE ENGLISH 
CHUBCH. 

" Paith once received, God giveth His Holy GLost, 
wherewith He tokenetli and marketh all that believe : 
which is the pledge and earnest that we shall possess 
everlasting life, and that giveth witness nnto our spirits, 
and grafteth this faith in us, that we be the sons of God ; 
pouring therewith the love into our hearts, which Paul 
dtescribeth and setteth out to the Corinthians." (The 
Sum and Content of Holy Scripture, 1549. Prefixed to 
some of the early editions of the English Bible.) 

The Lcmibeth Articles, drawn up by Dr. Whitaker, 
1595, and approved by several Bishops, and by the 
University of Cambridge, contain the following : — " VI. 
A man truly faithful, that is, such an one who is endued 
with a justifying faith, is certain, with a full assurance 
of £uth, of the remission of sins." This is also found in 
the Articles of the Church of Ireland, 1615, art. viii. 
See Appendix to Hall's Harmony of Protestant Con- 
fessions, 8vo., 1842, p. 521. 

Certam 'Qu£«ti<m8 <md Answers, printed by Bobert 
Barker, 1607, and bound ,up at that period with our 
English Bibles :— 

** Q. What mean you by the motions of spiritual life ? 

" A. I mean remorse of conscience, joined with the 
loathing of sin, and the love of righteousness; the 
hand of faith reaching unto life eternal in Christ, the 
conscience comforted in distress, and raised up to con- 
fidence in God by the work of His Spirit.** 

Holin8hed*8 Chronicle, (A.D. 1570.)--" It behoveth the 
godly to repose their hope in that grace which is freely 
granted through Jesus Christ, and flee unto the mercies 
of God which are offered us in, with, and by His Son, to 
the end that we may at last fijid the testimony of His 
Spirit working with ours, that we are His chosen 
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diildren, whereby cometli peace of conscience to such 
88 believe." (Vol. i., p. 45, of later edition.) 

This opinion was condemned by the Oooncil of Trent, 
as may be seen at large in Brent's History, foL, 1640. 
A proof this of its antiquity and truth, rather than the 
contrary. *' Special and particular assurance was never 
condemned for heresy before the Ooimcil of Trent con- 
demned it." (Perkins's Works, foL, voL i., p. 540.) 

The SomUies of the Chwch of England speak as 
follows :-^ 

** We have the Holy Spirit within our hearts as a seal 
and pledge of our everlasting inheritance." (Homily on 
the Resurrection.) 

** If we feel our conscience at j)eace with Gk)d, through 
remission of sin, all is of God." (Homily on Rogation 
Week, part in.) 

" The faithful may feel wrought tranquillity of con- 
science, the increase of faith and hope, with many other 
graces of God." (Homily on the Sacrament, part i.) 

"Godly men fed inwardly God's Holy Spirit 
inflaming their hearts with love." (Homily on certain 
Places of Scripture, part L) 

" The right and true Christian faith is a sure trust 
and confidence which a man hath in Gh>d, that, by the 
merits of Christ, his sins are forgiven, and he reconciled 
to the favour of God." (Homily on Salvation.) — Though 
we do not accept this as a definition of justifying faith, 
yet, R. Watson observes, (Works, voL v., p. 162,) it 
" may be quoted in favour of that view of assurance at 
which Churchmen have so often stumbled, and to which 
they have so often scornfully referred, as the £Eknatical 
invention of modern sectaries." 

Dr. WhUdker, (A.D. 1595.)— ** The Holy Ghost Him- 
self is given to us^ who assureth us most certainly that 
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we are the sons of Gk>d, so as now we do not doubt to 
call God, Fathei'." (Answer to the Ten Reasons of 
Edmund Campian, the Jesuit, &c.) 

In the times which more immediately succeeded the 
Brcformation, there were appended to the English Bible 
certain prayers for the use of families ard indiyiduals, 
and with these was given " the Confession of the Chris- 
tian Faith." This Confession — ^which, it will be observed, 
was not regarded as sectarian, but Christian — contains 
the following article : — 

" I believe and confess the Holy Ghost, God equal 
with the Father and the Son, who regenerateth and 
sanctifieth us, ruleth and guideth us into all truth, 

PEKSTIADINO MOST ASSTJEEDLT IN OTJB CONSCIENCES,' 

THAT WE BE THE CHILDREN OF GoD, brethren to Jesus 
Christ, and fellow-heirs with Him of life everlasting." 
(Authorized Version of English Bible, "printed by 
Thomas Buck and Roger Daniel, printers to the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, a.d. 1638.") 

From " Certain godly Prayers to be used for sundry 
Purposes," immediately following the Psalms, in the 
Book of Common Prayer, " printed by Robert Barker, 
printer to the King's Most Excellent Majesty," 1608, 
we extract the following : — 

*' Almighty and merciful Lord, which givest unto Thy 
elect people the Holy Ghost, as a sure pledge of Thy 
heavenly kingdom ; Grant unto us, O Lord, Thy Holt 
Spirit, that He mat beae witness with oxjb 
SPiBiT THAT WE BE Tht CHILDREN, and heirs of Thy 
kingdom ; and that by the operation of this Spirit we' 
may kill all carnal lusts, rmlawful pleasures, concu- 
piscences, evil affections, contraiJy unto Thy will, by our 
Saviour and Lord Jesus. Christ. Amen." (Prayer for 
Sunday.) 

" O Almighty God, which hast prepared everiastin^' 
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life to all those that be Thy feithftil servants ; Grant 
unto us, Lord, sure hope of the life everlasting, that we, 
being in this miserable world, may have some taste and 
feeling of it in our hearts ; and that not by our deserving, 
but by the merits and deserving of our Saviour and iKxcd 
Jesus Christ. Amen." (Prayer for Saturday.) 

Archbishop Abbot (a.d. 1600.)— "What is it to my 
soul that Christ hath died for others, unless I be assured 
that my part is therein P There is joy of the Spirit 
when men come to that measure." (Lectures on Jonah, 
4to., 1600, Lect. xii.) 

Bishop Abbot (a.d. 1616) says: "When, therefore, 
God doth send forth His Spirit into our hearts, crying, 
and making us to cry, Abba, Father, the same is a wit- 
ness to our spirit that we are the sons of God ; because, 
for no other reason doth God send forth His Spirit into 
our hearts, but because we are sons. When Gk>d giveth 
to us this light and feeling that He is our Father, there 
followeth necessarily a certificate that we are His 
children, because these, as relatives, mutually depend one 
upon another. For neither the spirit of man himself, 
nor any other spirit, can give him that spiritual eye of 
the inner man, whereby to look upon God as a Father, 
that sincere and single and pure affection, and invo- 
cation, wherewith the faithful soul tendereth itself unto 
Gk>d, but only the Spirit of God Himself. It is no way 
incident unto us to have in heart and conscience that 
familiar and lovely access unto the throne of grace, but 
upon conscience of the Spirit dwelling in us, as St. 
Hierome speaketh." 

Bishop Andrews, (a.d. 1618.)—" It is the proper effect 
of the blood of Christ to cleanse our consciences from 
dead works to serve the living God; which if we 
find it doth, Christ is come to us as He is to come; and 
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the Spirit is come, and puts His teste, * witness.' And if 
we have His teste, we may go our way in peace. Come, 
O blessed Spirit, and bear witness to our spirit, that 
Christ's water, and His blood, we hare our part in both." 
(Sermon on Sending the Holy Ghost.) 

Bishop W, Barlow, (a.d. 1601.)— "The Christian hath 
a twofold argument of God's love,— Jesus crucified, and 
the jpledge of the Spirit justifying him, and testifying 
unto him that he is the son of God. (Rom. viii.)" 
(D^ence of the Articles of the Protestants' Beligion, 
&c., 4to., 1601, pp. 220-225.) 

Bishop Bdbington, (a.d. 1600.) — " Which assurance he 
givetk us by His blessed Spirit l>earing witness to our 
spirits, that we are the children of God. And this 
Spirit we know to be His true Spirit, and no presuming 
fancy in us, by two effects which He worketh in us ; to 
wit, the hatred of sin, and the love of righteousness, 
holiness, and all honest conversation." (On Deut. L 
Works, fol.) " The^Lord is ever faithful and true to His 
ohildren who' live in the feeling of His sweet and assured 
mercy." (On the Catholic Faith.) 

Ihr, John Boys, Dean of Camierhwry. (a.d. 1610.) — 
"The blessed Spirit crieth in our hearts, assuring our 
spirit that we are the children of God." (Exposition, 
Epistles and Gospels, 4to., 1610, p. 86.) 

Bishop Brovmrief, (A.D. 1665.) — "This is one great 
office of the Holy ^rhost, to ratify and seal up to us the 
forgiveness of our sins. -^ In whom after ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that Holy -Spirit of promise.' " 
(Sermon on Whit-Sunday.) 

Dr, Isaac Barrow, (A.D. 1670.)— "This is that 'Spirit 
of adoption' which constituteth us the sons of God, 
qualifying us so to be, by dispositions resembling God, 
and filial affections towards Him ; certifying us that we 
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are so, and causing ns, by a free instinct, to cry, Abba, 
Father." (Sermon on the Gift of the Holy Ghost.) 

Bishop Cooper, (a.d. 1580.) — "Now then, if by the 
motion of one Spirit we do assuredly know God's good- 
ness towards us, and by the knowledge and true sense 
thereof do love Him for the same, needs must there 
follow obedience to His law, and perpetual study to 
please Him." (Certain Sermons, wherein is contained a 
Defense of the Gospell nowe preached. 4to., 1580, p. 184.) 

Bishop Davmant (a.d. 1629) obse^rves : "The Holy 
Spirit specially seals each particular believer, and makes 
him sure of his adoption, by a certain wonderful and 
secret testimony ; for He is given to every believer as a 
pledge of Divine love ; and He, finally, pronounces, in the 
hearts of thegodly,that they are in favour with God; which 
testimony they may and ought to believe. Therefore they 
do believe, in particular, that they are in the grace of God» 
and that their sins are remitted them. The authorities 
from which all this is proved are well known. (Rom. viii. 
16 ; Gal. iv. 6 ; and Eph. i. 13.) Nor is this testimony falla- 
ciouB or conjectural, but certain and infallible in all in 
whom it is found. For the word is the ministration of 
the Spirit, (2 Cor. iiL,) and faith conceived by the minis- 
tration of the word is always joined by the witness of 
the Spirit itself, which is a. particular testimony in the 
heart of a particular man that he is in grace, and that 
he is a child of God. So Bernard, sermon v., De 
Dedicat : * God's Spirit, bearing witness, may persuade 
our spirits that w«e are the children of God.' So Ohry- 
sostom in Rom. viii. : * When the Spirit testifies, can 
any doubt remain ? ' " (Davenant on Colossians, All- 
port's Translation, 8vo., vol. i., pp. 39, 40.) 

Dr. John Donne, (a.d. 1631.) — " And though of my- 
self 1 have nothing to present to Him but sins and 
misery, yet I know He looks not upon me now as 1 am 
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of myself, but as I am in mj Saviour, and hatli given 
me even at this present time some testimonies by His 
Holy Spirit, that I am of the number of His elect : I 
am therefore full of inexpressible joy^ and shall die in 
peace." (Walton's Life of Donne.) 

Arthur Dent (a.d. 1663.)—" Rom. viii. 16. The same 
Spirit which did assure it unto Paul, doth assure it also 
to all the children of God. For they have all the same 
Spirit, though not in the same measure. He that hath 
the Spirit of God knoweth certainly he hath it. For 
God doth not work so darkly in men's hearts by His 
Spirit, but that they may easily know whether it be of 
Him or no. The persuasion of God's love towards us is 
the root of all our love and cheerful obedience towards 
Him : for therefore we love and obey Him, because we 
know He hath loved us first, and written our names in 
the book of life." (The Plain Man's Pathway to Hea- 
ven: bearing the Lambeth Imprimatur, Sept. 29th, 
1663.) 

Deem Field, (a.d. 1628.)— Believers " do indeed feel in 
themselves that they have received remission of sins, 
and reconciliation by God's goodness, and by the merits 
ofOhristdocry, Abba, Father." (Of the Church, foL, 
2d edition, 1628.) 

Richard Hoolc&r. (a.d. 1590.)—" The Spirit of God 
hath given to us, to assure us that we are the sons of 
God, to embolden us to call upon Him as our Father." 
(Sermon on Certainty of Faith.) 

" Unto you, because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, to the end ye 
might know that Christ hath built you upon a rock 
immovable, that He hath registered your names in 
the book of life." (Sermon on Jude.) 

*' God hath heard my daily petitions, for I am at peace 
with all men, and He is at peace with me ; and from 
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that blessed assurance I feel that inward joy, which the 
world can neither g^venor take from me.*' (Dying words 
of Hooker, Walton's Life of Hooker.) 

Bishop Hall (A.D. J630.)— " What an heaven do I feel 
in myself, when (after many traverses of meditation) I 
find in my heart a feeling possession of my God, — ^when 
my soul hath caught fast and sensible hold of my 
Saviour, and can and dare secretly vouch, * I know whom 
I have believed I ' " (Decad. ii., epist. 1.) 

Bishop Hopkins, (a.d. 1682.)—" The Holy Ghost per- 
suades and assures us of the love and favour of God, an.d 
enables us through Divine light beaming in upon owv 
consciences to behold Him as a gracious and reconciled 
Father. The same Spirit that before was a spirit of 
bondage, when the soul is thereby sufficiently prepared 
for grace, becomes a Spirit of adoption." (Works, fol., 
1701, p. 720. See also, for equally pointed remarks, 
pp. 299, 516, 551.) 

Bishop Jewel (a.d. 1570) thus quotes Augustine, 
approvingly : " To be assured of our salvation is no 
arrogant stoutness ; it is our faith. It is no pride ; it 
is devotion. It is no presumption ; it is God's promise.'* 
(Defence of Apology.) 

Bishop Pearson, (a.d. 1672,) in his Exposition of the 
Creed, thus writes : " It is the office of the Holy Ghost 
to assure us of the adoption of sons, to create in us a 
sense of the paternal love of God towards us, to give us 
an earnest of our everlasting inheritance. (Rom. viii. 
14 ; Qel, iv. 6 ; Bom. viii. 15, 16.) As, therefore, we are 
bom again by the Spirit, and receive from Him our 
regeneration, so we ai*e also assured, by the same Spirit, 
of our adoption ; and because, being sons, we are also 
heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ, by the 
same Spirit we have the pledge, or rather the earnest, 
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of our inheritance. (2 Oor. i. 21, 22 ; Eph. i. 13, 14) 
The Spirit of Grod, as given to us in this life, is to be 
looked upon as an earnest, being part of that reward 
which is promised." (Article viii., "I believe in the 
Holy Ghost.") 

Bishop Reynolds (a.d. 1632) says : " Being persuaded 
of God's love to us, the heart is framed to love Him 
again ; for who can be persuaded of so great a benefit as 
the remission of sins, and not love Him by whom they 
are remitted P " (Explication of Psalm ex., p. 324.) 

Archbishop Usher, (a.d. 1650.) — "From adoption flows 
all Christians' joy ; for the Spirit of adoption is, first, a 
witness, (Rom. viii. 16,) second, a seal, (Eph. iv. 30,) 
third, the pledge and earnest of our inheritance, (Eph. 
i. 14,) setting a holy security on the soul, whereby it 
rejoiceth, even in affliction, in hope of glory." (Sum and 
Substance of Christian Religion.) 

Bishop WOMns, (a.d. 1670.) — "And as we are to pray 
for the pardon of our sins, against the guilt of them ; so 
likewise for the sense and evidence of this pardon, against 
our own doubts." (Gift of Prayer, p. 132. See also 
Bishop Jenks, 1690, Prayers and Offices of Devotion, 
8vo., edit. 1802, p. 284 ; Dr. A. Littleton, 1679, Sermons, 
1680, pp. 330, part i., and 192 and 216, part ii.; Dr. E. 
Sands, Archbishop of York, 1563, Sermon preached in 
Paul's on Nativity ; and Dr. John White, 1624, Way to 
True Church, Works, fol.) 

Dr. Whitby, (a.d. 1706.)—" A sense of the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts, (Rom. v. 5,) whereby we cry, 
* Abba, Father ; ' (Rom. viii. 15 ;) i. e.. We are assured 
that God is our Father." (Annotations, New Test.) 

Dr, E. Wells (a.d. 1711) paraphrases Rom. v. 5, in the 
same words. 
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ArcJibishop Wake. A.D. 1715.) Sermons, vol. i., p. 125. 

W, Fleetwood. (a.d. 1737.) " Preface to Sermon before 
Lord Mayor," 1737, 4to. 

Thomas Bohinson, (A.D. 1789.) — " A knowledge of the 
Divine favour is what we also may ask and look for. 
Even now the Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of God. How great, 
then, is their presumption who deny the possibility of 
attaining an assurance of salvation ! How sinful their 
remissness who are satisfied without it ! How awful 
their delusion who expect or pretend to it, in any 
allowed habits of wickedness ! " (Scripture Characters, 
Enoch.) 

C. Simeon. {Ccmhridge, a.d. 1802.)—" God hath been 
pleased to give us the witness of the Spirit, in a way of 
immediate impression. The Spirit, as a * Spirit of 
adoption,' testifies to the believer's soul that he belongs 
to God. As by the ' sealing of the Spirit ' He stamps 
His own image on His children for the conviction of 
others ; so by ' the witness of the Spirit ' He testifies- 
to their adoption for the more immediate, comfort of 
their own souls. Do not condemn ' the witness of the 
Spirit' merely because you cannot comprehend it. 
Eather pray to God that you yourselves may be His 
children. In this way you may hope that the Spirit 
will testify of your adoption." (Helps to Composition, 
8vo., 1802. On Rom. viii. 16.) 

" In the East, as with us, the ring was also often a 
seal, (Esther iii. 10, 12 ; Jer. xxii. 24,) which naturally 
brings here to our mind such passages as Ephes. i. 13, 
14 ; 2 Cor. i. 22, in which a sealing by God's Spirit is 
spoken of, whereby the faithful are assured, as by an 
earnest, of a larger inheritance one day coming to 
them, and which witnesses with their spirits that they 
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are the sods of God. (Gal. iv. 6; Rom. viii. 16, 23.; 2 
Cor. V. 5.)" (Dean Trench on the Parables, 8vo., 
7th edition, 1857, p. 412.) 

" ' This man went dcywn to his house justified,^ &c. Not 
merely was he justified in the secret unsearchable 
counsels of Gk)d, but he went dovm to his house justified^ 
iTith a Bweet sense of forgiveness receired shed abroad 
in his heart ; for God's justification of the sinner is in- 
deed a trcmsiti'oe act, and passes from Him to its object." 
(Dean Trench on the Fai'ables, 7th edition, p. 510.) 

" Psalm li. * Restore imto me the joy of Thy salvation.' 
David desires arestoration of refreshing comforts insense 
of pardon and God's wonderful favour." (P. Roberts's 
Key of the Bible, 1664, 2d edition, fol., 1676.) 

*' The Spirit does not write opinions but assertions in 
our hearts, more certain than life itself, and all experi- 
ences whatever. Strengthen your faith by the assur- 
ance of your interest in the covenant of grace, and in 
the assurance of God's fatherly love unto you, and care 
over you." (Burroughs on Moses's Self-Denial, 1641.) 

THE PURITANS AND NONCONFOBMIST DIVINES. 

Prom the voluminous and valuable writings of the 
Puritans and Nonconformists, extracts might be easily 
multiplied. However these Divines differ, some under- 
standing assurance to refer not only to the present son- 
ship of the believer, but also to his final perseverance ; 
and others, in putting the direct witness of the Spirit 
after the testimony of conscience; they agree in teach- 
ing that it is the privilege of believers to haw^e the direct 
testimony of the Holy Ghost to their adoption. A few 
of these writers will be quoted, and references given to 
several more. 

"That which God's Spirit doth testify to the con- 
science, the conscience can again testify to us; but Gk>d'8 
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Spirit doth testify to the conscience of a man regene- 
rate, that he is a child of God. Therefore conscience 
also doth the same." (Perkins's Works, fol., 1626, vol. i^ 
p. 548.) 

Bom. viii. 16. " In these' words are two testimonies of 
our adoption set down. The first is the Spirit of God 
dwelling in us, and testifying nnto ns that we are God's 
children. The Holy Ghost gives testimony, by applying 
the promise of remission of sins, and life everlasting 
by Christ, to the heart. The second testimony of our 
adoption is our spirit, that is, our conscience sanctified 
and renewed by the Holy Ghost." (Perkins's Works, 
vol. ii., pp. 18, 19. See also Perkins's Works, vol. i., 
p. 564) 

" And this Spirit is still in our preaching, and in your 
hearts, and persuades you of Christ's very love to this 
day." (The Heart of Christ in Heaven towards Sinners 
upon Earth : Thomas Goodwin, 1653, p. 43.) 

** A man may have good assurance that he is a child 
of God." 

" And be we sure to confess and ask forgiveness of 
this debt, (sin,) and never give over until it have pleased 
God to seal an acquittance unto our consciences by 
TTia Spirit, which He will give to all that ask it.** 
(Scudder on the Lord's Prayer, " Key of Heaven," 1620 
pp. ee and 365.) 

" The Spirit that searcheth the deep things of God is 
given to this end, that we might know the things that 
are given us of God : accordingly He testifieth that we 
are the sons of God." 

"Tou may have continual joy in the Holy Ghost 
through sense and assurance of God's favour." (Sclater 
on 1 Thess., 1618, pp. 445, 501. See also Sclater on 
Bomans, chap, iv., 1650, pp. 162, 172.) 
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" The testimony of the Spirit is immediate, by BSs 
secret influence upon the heart, quieting and cahning 
all distrust and dif&dence concerning its condition, by 
His own immediate power. Fear is banished by a soft 
whisper from the Spirit of Qod in the heart ; and this 
in such a way, that though the spirit of a man is imme- 
diately calmed by it, yet it cannot tell how it conies to 
pass." (Simon Ford on Adoption, 1655, p. 217.) 

** He that truly believeth hath a witness in himself, 
even the witness of the Spirit of adoption, testifying by 
xmspeakable joys the assurance of God's love." 

" We should strive to get evidence of our salvation. 
Heaven should suffer violence : seeing it maybe had, we 
should never be quiet till we get it." 

" The adopted have the Spirit within them to testify 
that they are the sons of God, as the seal and earnest 
of their inheritance." (Byfield on Peter, foL, 1637, pp. 
77, 646.) 

" The true believer hath a witness in himself, even 
the witness of the Spirit of adoption, (Rom. viii. 15, 16,) 
infallibly certifying him of God's love and his adop- 
tion." (N. Byfield on Assurance, 18mo., 1617, p. 55.) 

" God does not only pardon sinne, but God assures a 
sinner of his pardon ; not only gives but scales a par- 
don, and this is properly the white stone, the seal and 

token of absolution and pardon The Lord not 

onely pardons sinners, but assures their consciences of 
it, that so they may not onely have pardon, but peace 
and joy of spirit. Doe but consider that text, Zech. iii. 
3 : * Joshua was then clothed with fiUhy garments, and 
stood before the Angel,* before Christ ; and, verse 4, Christ 
speaks twice, Hee speaks to them that stood by, and to 
Joshua himself. ' To them that stood by, Hee said. Take 
away the filthy garments from him' It is My will and 
pleasure that Joshua's sins be taken away and pardoned. 
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That's happy for Joshua. But is that all ? No. He 
speakes a second time, ' And wrdo him He said, Behold^ I 
ha/ve caused thine iniquity to pa^se fi'om thee,' So that 
Christ doth not anlj pardon a sinner, but gives the par- 
doned sinner asatf/ram^ce of it. There is not only a sen- 
tence of absolution pronounced in the court of Heaven 
before those who stand before Christ, but a sentence of 
absolution pronounced in the court of Conscience, He 
not only sayes to them that stood before Him, ' Joshua's 
sinne is pardoned,' but He sayes to Joshua himself, ' Thy 
sinne is pardoned,' as to the palsey num, * Be of good 
comfort, thy sinnes are forgiven thee.' " ( Jere. Dyke's 
Heart-Smitten Sinner's Suit for Pardon, 12mo., 1640.) 

Rom. viii. 16. " The record which God's Spirit and 
a sanctified conscience do bear to the godly of their 
own adoption." (Wilson's Christian Dictionary, fol., 
1655.) 

" The witness of the Spirit is a thing that we cannot 
express ; it is a certain Divine expression of light, a 
certain unexpressible assurance that we are the sons of 
Grod, a certain secret manifestation that God hath re- 
ceived us, and put away our sins : no man knows it, but 
they that have it. I confess, it is a wondrous thing, and 
if there were not some Christians that did feel it, and 
know it, you might believe there were no such thing, 
that it were but fancy and enthusiasm ; but it is certain 
there are a generation of men that know what this seal 
of the Lord is." (Preston on the New Covenant, 1630, 
p. 400.) 

"No man hath satisfying comfort by the blood of 
Christ, till it be sprinkled upon his heart, and applied to 
him by the Spirit of God, and thereby assured that it 
was shed for him." 

" What have you to show that God is reconciled to 
you P This is not evident, till we have the pledge of our 
K 2 
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reconciliation with God, the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
This afifbrds infallible assurance of Grod's favour. (Rom. 
viii. 16; 2 Cor. i. 22; Eph. i. 13.)" (Manton's Sermon 
on Job xix. 25, 4to., 1678.) 

In the Confession of Faith issued by the Assembly of 
Divines, under the article Assurance, we read : " This 
certainly is not a bare conjectural and probable persua* 
sion, but an infallible assurance of faith, founded upon 
the testimony of the Spirit of adoption witnessing with 
our spirit that we are the children of God." (Third edit., 
1688.) 

** The Holy Spirit witnesseth to our spirit by a dis- 
tinct and immediate testimony, and witnesseth with our 
spirit (so the word properly signifies) by a conjunctive 
and concurrent testimony." (Poole's Annotations, 1700.) 

" The Spirit worketh joy in the hearts of believers im- 
mediately by Himself, without the consideration of any 
other acts or works of His, or the interpositions of any 
reasonings, or deductions, or conclusions. This does 
not arise from our reflex consideration of the love of 
God, but rather gives occasion thereunto. He so sheds 
abroad the love of God in our hearts, and fills them 
with gladness by an immediate act and operation." (Dr. 
Owen on Communion with God, 1667 ; Works, Orme's 
edit., vol. X., p. 310.) 

*' The Comforter comes ; and by a word of promise, or 
otherwise, overpowers the heart with a comfortable 
persuasion, (and bears down all objections,) that he is a 
child of God." (Ibid., p. 296.) 

" The Spirit gives a distinct witness of His own, which 
is His immediate work, and is in a way of peculiarity 
and transcendency called 'the witness of the Spirit.' 
And this evidence is solitary, without reference to 
inherent graces; yet, however, it excludes them not." 
(leaac Ambrose, 1662, Middle Things, 4to., p. 117.) 
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' The same language is used by Caryl, on Job, cbap. x., 
1651. 

"The Spirit of God — does by His own immediate 
power imprint this persuasion upon the heart, * Thou 
art a child of God ; ' and by an inward and secret, yet 
powerful, voice, doth say to the soul, * Thou art a 
believer, thy sins are pardoned.' " (Dr. Samuel Clarke's 
Comment., 1683.) 

" Besides the testimony of the water and the blood, 
there is a third testimony, and that is the Holy Ghost 
Himself, which is immediate. It raises the heart to see 
its adoption and sonship by an immediate discovery of 
God's mind and love. The Spirit receives and borrows 
no witness from what is in us, but makes His own 
abundantly satisfy." (Dr. Thomas Goodwin, Works, foL, 
1653, vol. iv., pp. 95, 96.) 

" The sentence of conscience is fallible ; the sentence 
of the Spirit is infallible. The Spirit is supreme Judge. 
The Spirit speaks with power, and produces Divine 
effects in the soul, such as neither men nor angels can 
produce: these or like effects, the conscience cannot 
reach." (Lawson's TheopolUica, fol., 1659.) 

" This witness of the Spirit cannot be meant, as some 
would have it, only of the Spirit's using the faculties of 
our minds instrumentally, as a scribe useth a pen as his 
instrument to attest any writing. It is true, ' that the 
Spirit of God doth bear witness m<fe our spirits,' that is, 
hy our spirits, inasmuch as our own faculties are em- 
ployed in receiving and discerning the testimony of 
Good's Spirit : but yet we must be careful that we do 
not confound the act of God's Spirit with the acts of 
our own faculties in this testimony; for so we should 
also confound the distinction of the witnesses them- 
selves; and we should hardly escape confounding the 
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distinction tliat is between the Spirit's objective or 
material testimony, and its efficient and formal testi- 
mony. — ^The Spirit of God and our own spirit are two 
distinct witnesses; and we ought always to consider 
them as truly and properly such. For as the Spirit of 
God is really and personally distinguished from our 
spirits ; so the act of the Spirit in witnessing is as truly 
distinct from the act of our own spirits. That the testi- 
mony of the Spirit of God is distinct from the testimony 
of our spirits, is evident from the Apostle's words them- 
selves duly considered." (Morning Exercises at Cripple- 
gate, vol. vi., p. 402, 5th edition, 1845.) 

" It is plainly implied that, besides the exercise of the 
rational powers, there is some peculiar operation of God 
upon the good man's heart, to confirm his hope and to 
animate his joy. The witness of the Spirit cannot be 
merely laying down those rules whereby the Christiaib 
character may be known; for this is the witness that 
He bears, not merely to the children of God, but to all 
others. It surely implies something more than an 
assistance of the rational faculties in their inquiries. 
He might then be said to enlighten, but I cannot see 
how He could testify. Nor is it merely His working in 
us those graces which, upon a review, appear ; though 
that be an impoi'tant operation ; but it is something by 
which He acts under the character of a Comforter : it 
is the voice of God, inwardly speaking to the soul, to 
confirm its hopes and to awaken its joys, saying, * Son ! 
Daughter ! be of good courage ; thy sins are forgiven 
thee.' " (Dr. Doddridge, 1746, Sermon on Witness of the 
Spirit.) 

" I shall mention," says Dr. Watts, " a most uncon- 
tested example, the example of a person whose solid 
sense, whose deep sagacity, whose sedate judgment, and 
the superior exercise of his reasoning powers, leave no 
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room to charge him with vain and delasive raptores of a 
heated imagination. The name is the late venerable 
Mr. John Howe. The naihe commands respect, and 
oonfirms the narrative. He wrot« the following on the 
blank leaf of his own Bible : — * But what I sensibly felt 
through the admirable bounty of my God, and the most 
pleasant comforting influence of His Holy Spirit, on 
October 22d, 1704, far surpassed the most expressive 
words my thoughts can suggest. I then experienced an 
inexpressibly pleasant melting of heart, tears gushing 
out of mine eyes for joy that God should shed abroad 
His love abundantly through the heai::bs of men ; and 
that, for this very purpose, mine own heart should be so 
signally possessed of and by His blessed Spirit,' (Bom. 
V, 5.) " 

'* If anything could be added to the testimony of Mr. 
Howe, it should be the instance of Mr. Flavd, the 
famous practical divine in the west of England, who, in 
his * Treatise of the Soul of Man,' gives us this account 
of himself, but with his name concealed : * That in a 
journey on horseback, he fell into a Divine meditation, 
wherein he had such tokens of the love of God, and his 
interest in the Divine favour, manifested to him, that 
greatly surpassed all the rational and inferential evi- 
dences that he ever had,' though he was known to be a 
close walker with God." (Watts's Evangelical Discourses, 
1746, pp. 270, 271, 272.) 

For equally pointed declarations with the foregoing, 
the reader is referred to N. Byfield's Spiritual Touch- 
stone, 1625, p. 140 ; Bolton on Comforting Afflicted 
Consciences, 4to., 1634 ; England's B/cmembrancer, 8vo., 
1663, p. 167; Thomas Case's Mount Pisgah, 1670; 
Hildersham, on Psalm li., 1632, p. 617; on John iv., 
1632, pp. 333, 341 ; Gumal's Christian Armour, 4to., 3d 
edit., part ii., pp. 389, 476 ; Sibbs, on Salvation Applied, 
fol., 1637, p. 322; on the Saint's Assurance, fol., 1637, p. 
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352 ; Elton, on Rom. viii., 4to., 1623, pp. 385, 387 ; Dr. 
T. Horton, on Rom. viii., fol., 1674, p. 245 ; Diodati, on 
Rom. viii. 15, 16, 1640; Watta's World to Come, 
sec. vi. ; Humon'e Sermons on the Holy Ghost, 12mo. 
edit., 1823, pp. 149, 150, 320. Such references might be 
greatly multiplied ; but these may suffice. 

Philip De Momay, (bom A.D. 1549, died a.d. 1623,) 
being asked on his death-bed the reason of his hope of 
glory, gave this memorable answer, — ^that ** he was per- 
fectly persuaded of it, and was so by the demonstration 
of the Holy Spirit, more powerful, more clear and cer- 
tain, than any demonstration of Euclid." (Clarke*8 
Lives.) 

Ladnf BacTiael BusseU, (a.d. 1688.)— "This comfort I 
think I have in my affliction, that I can say, * Unless 
Thy law had been my delight, I should have perished in 
my trouble.' The rising from the dead is a glorious 
contemplation, doctor! Nothing raises a drooping 
spirit like it ; the Holy Spirit, in the mean time, speak- 
ing peace to our consciences, and, through all the 
gloomy sadness of our condition, letting us discern that 
we belong to the election of grace, that our persons are 
accepted and justified." (Letters, 9th edit., p. 111.) • 

Hemry Martyn. — " After a long and blessed season in 
prayer, I felt the Spirit of adoption, drawing me very 
near to God, and giving me the full assurance of His 
love." (Memoirs, 15th edit., 1844, p. 99.) 

" The work of the Holy Ghost is no less real in us 
than it was in the Apostles of Jesus Christ. The Holy 
Ghost doth lead us to the experience of that which the 
holy Scriptures inform us of; and this produces living 
and efficacious conceptions, impressions, and sensations. 
God is so gracious as to bestow upon the poor creature, 
that has now an interest in the sufferings, the death. 
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and the blood of Christ, a firm conviction, an internal 
consciousness, and a feeling of His grace, of His com** 
placency in bim, of the forgiveness of bis sins, and of 
bis being now accepted in His beloved Son; whicb 
sensation renders tbe beart calm and quiet." (Spangen- 
berg's Exposition of tbe Doctrines of tbe Oburcb of tbe 
United Bretbren; La Trobe's edit., 8vo., 1784, pp. 189, 
207-210.), 

" As to tbe word sensible, wben applied to tbe opera- 
tions of tbe Spirit, I freely confess tbat unless tbere is 
Bucb a thing as tbe sensible feeling of the Holy Ghost 
in the beart, I neither know why He is styled tbe Com- 
forter, nor why our Church teaches us to pray that we 
may evermore rejoice in His holy comfort ; nor yet what 
our Seventeenth Article means by saying tbat they (the 
elect) do feel in themselves tbe working of tbe Spirit of 
Christ. Even Dr. Nowell's favourite book, tbe * Erudi- 
tion of a Christian Man,' saith, that tbe best proof of 
our predestination is * feeling the motions of spiritual 
lyfe in our heartes:' however, if the Doctor pleases, I 
will bring bim an hundred quotations out of the best- 
approved writers who lived at the time of, and soon 
after, the Reformation, wherein the sensible feeling of 
the Holy Spirit is mentioned, and tbat in such a man- 
ner, as if it were not supposed there ever would be a 
professing Christian who could object against it." (Sir 
Bicbard Hill's Goliath Slain, 8vo., 1768, p. 173.) 

" The services of the Church, of which Mr. Wesley 
was a minister, may be pleaded in support of his 
opinions on this subject. Those services^ though they 
abound in acts of confession, and the expressions of 
spiritual grief, exhibit also this confidence and peace, as 
objects of earnest desire and hopeful anticipation, and 
as blessings attainable in tbe present life. We pray to 
be made * children by adoption and grace;' to be * re- 
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lieved from the fear of ptmisliment by the comfort of 
God's grace ;' not to be * left comfortless, but that Grod, 
the King of glory, would send to ns the Holy Ghost to 
comfort ns;' and that, by the same Spirit, having a 
right judgment in all things, ' we may evermore rejoice 
in His holy comfort.' In the prayer directed to be 
used for one troubled in mind or in conscience, we have 
also the following impressive petitions : — ' Break not 
the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. Shut 
not up Thy tender mercies in displeasure, but make him 
to hear of joy and gladness, that the bones which Thou 
hast broken may rejoice. Deliver him from the fear of 
the enemy, and lift up the light of Thy countenance 
upon him, and give him peace.' Now unless it be con- 
tended, that by these petitions we are directed to seek 
what we can never find, and always to follow that which 
we can never overtake, the Church, in the spirit of the 
New Testament, assumes that the forgiveness of sins, 
and the relief of the sorrows of the penitent state, are 
attainable, with those consequent comforts and joys 
which can only arise from some assurance of mind, by 
whatever means and in whatever degree communicated, 
that we have a personal interest in the general promise^ 
and that we are reconciled to God by the death of ffis 
Son. For, since the promise is made to many who will 
never be benefited by it, it cannot of itself be the ground 
of a settled religious peace of mind. As it is a promise 
of blessings to be individually experienced, unless I can 
have personal experience of them, it holds up to hope 
what can never come into fruition." (R, Watson's Life 
of Wesley, Works, vol. v., p. 177.) 
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CHAPTEE Vm. 

THE CONKEXION AND RELATION OP THE WITNESS OF 
THE HOLT SPIRIT, AND THE WITNESS OP OUR 
OWN SPIRIT; AND THE SCRIPTURAL SENSE OF 
THE TERM ASSURANCE. 

The connexion of the witness of the Holy Ghost 
with that of the believer's own spirit is of an import- 
ant nature. In Bom. viii. 16, a twofold, conjoint 
witness is spoken of, according to the interpretation 
of the best biblical critics and commentators.''^ There 
is not only a witness to, but with, our spirit ; and the 
witness of our spirit is that of a good conscience ; 
the consciousness of gracious effects wrought within, 
and of consistent Christian behaviour manifested by 
us. " For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our 
conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, 
we have had our conversation in the world." (2 Cor. 

* The following Commentators, however they differ in other 
respects in the interpretation of the text, agree in understanding it 
of a conjoint witness : — ^Willet, who confirms his opinion hy referring 
to the Vnlgate, to Yatablns, the great English Bible, Erasmus, Beza, 
C^jetan, Martyr, and Parens. So also Calvin, Wilson in his Chris- 
tian Dictionary, Perkins, Leigh, the Assembly of Divines, Hammond, 
Whitby, Wells, Henry, Wall in his CriticaJ Notes, Guyse, Locke, 
l^Tacknight, Pyle, Scott, Wesley, J. Benson, A. Clarke, Sntcliffe, 
Tholuck, &c. 
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i. 12.) It is the rational evidence of our enlightened 
understanding recognising the scriptural marks of 
the children of God, and resolves itself into this: 
Those who have these marks are the children of 
God : But we have these marks : Therefore we are 
children of God. It is a consciousness of our having 
received, in and by the Spirit of adoption, the Divine 
worker of regeneration, the tempers mentioned in 
the word of God, as belonging to His adopted chil- 
dren ; even a loving heart toward Gk)d, and toward 
all mankind ; hanging with child-like confidence on 
G^d our Father, desiring nothing but Him, casting 
all our care upon Him, and embracing every child of 
man with earnest, tender affection : a consciousness 
that we are inwardly conformed, by the Spirit of 
God, to the image of His Son, and that we walk 
before Him in justice, mercy, and truth, doing the 
things which are pleasing in His sight.* 

This witness does not precede, but succeeds, and 
is entirely dependent upon, the direct witness of the 
Holy Ghost. Thus Wesley observes, " Then, and 
not till then, — when the Spirit of God beareth that 
witness to our spirit, * Ghod hath loved thee, and 
given His own Son to be the propitiation for thy 
sins; the Son of God hath loved thee, and hath 
washed thee from thy sins in His blood,* — * we love 
G^d because He first loved us ; * and for His sake we. 
love our brother also. And of this we cannot but be 
conscious to ourselves : we * know the things that are 
freely given to us of God.' We know that we love 
God and keep His commandments ; and * hereby 

* See Wesley's Works, 3d edition, voL v., pp. 114, 115, 134, 
144; vol. I., pp. 67-72. 
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lalso we know that we are of God.* This is that tes- 
timony of our own spirit, which, so long as we con- 
tinue to love God and keep His commandments, 
continues joined with the testimony of God's Spirit, 
* that we are the children of God.' " * The Collect 
for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity fally accords with 
this : — " God, who hast prepared for them that love 
Thee such good things as pass man's understanding ; 
Pour into our hearts such love toward Thee, that 
We, loving Thee above all things, may obtain Thy 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire." 

Our adoption is attested by the direct witness of 
the Holy Ghost to our spirit ; and while this attesta- 
tion certifies such fact, it produces filial love to 
God, and all child-like and gracious dispositions and 
effects. Now, the mind recognises in these effects 
the evidences or proofs of its regeneration. The 
witness of our spirits founded upon such recognition, 
attests our regenerate state ; and as such state arises 
from, is dependent upon, and necessarily connected 
with, our adoption, it testifies this privilege also, in 
a secondary manner, and thus, joined with the direct 
witness of the Holy Ghost, it establishes the unques- 
tionable certainty of our sonship, to which both 
adoption and regeneration are necessary. These 
witnesses are connected, that our satisfaction may be 
complete ; they effectually preserve from delusion, 
afford the highest confidence, and yield complete and 
sufficient evidence. Such twofold witness prevents 
enthusiastic conclusions from occasional joyous feel- 
ings unaccompanied by good works; and equally 

♦ Works, vol. v., p. 116. 
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delivers from the mistakes occasioned by the imper- 
fect judgment which alone respects the rational 
ordering and partial reformation of the life. Thus 
our filial confidence is established on evidence suited 
to the heavenly character of our adoption, and on 
the practical effects which result from the relation. 
''The sure mark of our adoption is the inward 
certainty confirmed by the outward fruit."* 

It has frequently been observed, " that when the 
evidence of the first or direct witness must be sup- 
ported by that of a second before it can be fully 
relied on, it appears to be by no means of a decisive 
and satisfactory character, and that it might be as 
well to have recourse at once to the evidence of our 
own minds, which, after all, seems to su^stain the 
main weight of the cause." In addition to what ha9 
been before stated on this subject, we shall quote the 
Eev. E. Watson.t "The answer is not difficult; 
if it were, it would weigh nothing against an express 
text of Scripture, which speaks of the witness of the 
Holy Spirit, and th^ witness of our own spirits. 
Both must, therefore, be concluded necessary, though 
we should not see their concomitancy and mutual 
relation. The case is not, however, involved in 
entire obscurity. Our own spirits can take no cog- 
nisance of the mind of God as to our actual pardon, 
and can bear no witness to that fact. The Holy 
Spirit only, who knows the mind of God, can be this 
witness ; and if the fact that God is reconciled to us 
can only be known by Him, by Him only can it be 
attested to us. It cannot, therefore, be ' as well to 

* Sutcliffe's Comment., 1 John iii. 14. 
t Works, 8vo., toL viii., p. 275. 
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have recourse at once to the evidence of our own 
minds,* because, as to this fact, our own spirits have 
no evidence to give. They cannot give direct evi- 
dence of it; for we know not what passes in the 
mind of the invisible God. They cannot give in- 
direct evidence of the fact ; for no moral changes of 
which our spirits can be conscious have been stated 
in Scripture as the proofs of our pardon. They 
prove that there is a work of God in our hearts ; but 
they are not proofs of our actual forgiveness. Our 
own spirits are competent witnesses that such moral 
effects have been produced in our hearts and charac- 
ter as it is the office of the Holy Spirit to produce ; 
they prove, therefore, the reality of the presence of 
the Holy Spirit with us and in us. That competent 
and infallible witness has borne His testimony that 
Gk)d is become our Father ; He has shed abroad His 
holy comfort, the comfort which arises from a sense 
of pardon ; and His moral operation within us 
accompanying or immediately following upon this, 
making us new creatures in Christ Jesus, is the 
proof that we are in no delusion as to the witness 
who gives this testimony being the Spirit of God." 

In judging of the effects wrought within us by the 
transforming operation of our regeneration, and in 
concluding satisfactorily upon the evidence which 
they afford, that we have passed from death unto 
life, the mind is not left to its own efforts, but is 
continually assisted by the light and instruction of 
the Holy Ghost, who shines upon His own work, and 
sets it before the perception in strong and convincing 
demonstration. Thus the tendencies to mistake 
which are found in the eccentricities of imagination, 
in the inordinances of self-love, or in any of the 
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infirmities or perversions of the understanding, are 
successfully counteracted ; and all those qualifica- 
tions are supplied which enable us to know the 
things which are produced in us by the grace of God. 
The believer, in any acquired habits of correct think- 
ing, or in any vigour or sobriety of mind which have 
resulted from the discipline of the Holy Spirit, does 
not conclude upon his own religious state aright as 
the necessary consequence of such habits or state of 
mind; but because the indwelling of the Divine 
Spirit preserves each act of the mind, so qualified 
and disciplined, from error, and enables it to arrive 
in each effort at the right conclusion. On this sub- 
ject, Bishop Hopkins* well observes : — 

*^ That marks and signs of our regeneration in 
which the Scripture abounds, are of themselves 
insufficient to raise us to a full assurance without 
the testimony of the Spirit of God. Because most 
of the signs and evidences of true grace may be so 
exactly counterfeited by hypocrites, that the judg- 
ment we pass upon ourselves by these alone will still 
leave place for perplexing doubts and fears, lest all 
our graces, and all our signs of them, too, should be 
but hypocritical delusions. So, then, unto a full 
assurance, there is necessarily required an inward 
peremptory witness of the Holy Ghost : signs and 
marks without His infallible testimony are insigni- 
ficant and unsatisfactory things. Again, that assur- 
ance which Christians have of their regeneration, is 
not wrought in them merely by the testimony of the 
Spirit without the help of signs and marks. The 
usual way is, assurance is obtained by both. Let 
♦ Works, foL, 1701, pp. 652, 658. 
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US, therefore, look to marks and signs for a testi- 
mony in our consciences, without which all our 
assurance may be well suspected for enthusiasm; 
and let us also beg the testimony of the Spirit, 
without which all marks and signs will be but vain 
and unsatisfactory." 

The preceding remarks sufficiently refute Dr. 
Pusey, who asserts that the Wesleyans have an 
"exclusive reliance upon their feelings as tests of 
their love to Christ, and make their Christian life to 
concentrate in them.'** They do, indeed, believe 
that feeling forms an essential part of religion, as 
feeling is necessarily connected with man, upon whom 
it operates ; but they judge of it by the opinions and 
principles with which it is connected, and by the 
effects which it produces. And, instead of its being 
correct, that they " lose out of sight, as carnal and 
legal, its ordinary and hourly duties," they consider 
the continual practice of them, whether personal or 
relative, religious or civil, necessary to the proof of 
the genuine character of the feelings which are asso- 
ciated with repentance and love to God ; and do not 
admit any profession to be satisfactory which is not 
accompanied by the observance of such duties. 
Their whole theology, of which the Doctor is either 
ignorant, or which he has knowingly misrepresented, 
and which, in either case, he treats with a reckless- 
ness truly Antinomian and palpably Jesuitical, 
connects vital with practical religion, as the Sermons 
and Notes of Wesley abundantly testify. With 
apparent candour, the Doctor adds : " These tenden- 
cies are doubtless checked in individuals, despite 

* Letter to the Bisliop of Oxford. 

L 
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their system." Bat it will be evident to those who 
thoronghlj examine "their system" of doctrine, 
instead of hastily accusing and maligning it, that it 
is in eyery way calculated to check these tendencies 
effectually : and wherever it is operative, such ten- 
dencies are not only checked, but cured ; whilst 
contrary ones are promoted, energized, and made 
successful. Their system is not an Antinomian 
one ; but one which, without despising meats and 
drinks on the one hand, or magnifying them into 
unscriptural importance on the other, holds that 
** the kingdom of God is righteousness " of fEiith and 
practice, " and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost," 
and, in accordance with the English Protestant 
Church, that " holy desires, good counsels, and just 
works" are connected with that "peace which the 
world cannot give." * The Wesleyan theology has 
always taught, and still teaches, that justification is 
always accompanied by conversion of the heart ; that 
this comfort, this assurance, remains the portion 
only of the humble and spiritual, and is uniformly 
and exclusively connected with a sanctifying and 
obedient faith. It declares the fruits of the Spirit 
to be love, joy, peace, as well as gentleness, goodness, 
meekness, and faith; but it also teaches, that all 
who are not living under the constant influence of 
the latter, fatally deceive themselves by any preten- 
sions to the former.f 

* For farther information on the qneitions at issne hetween Dr. 
Pnsey and the Wesleyans, the reader is referred to the admirable 
Letter to Dr. Pasey, by the Rev. Thomas Jackson, in which the 
Doctor's calumnies are folly and triumphantly refuted. 8to. 1842. 

t See Watson's Works, 8to., vol. v., p. 410. 
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The term asstjbakce, in its application to the 
experience of the Christian, has obtained a yaried 
interpretation in different schools of theology, and 
is either extended to include a certainty of perse- 
verance, and, consequently, of everlasting enjoy- 
ment, or restricted to the certainty of the present 
good estate of its possessor. The word is used by 
St. Paul in immediate connexion with the work of 
grace upon the heart, in Col. ii. 2 ; Heb. x. 22 ; vi. 
11 ; where he speaks of ^' the full assurance of 
understanding;" the "full assurance of faith;" 
and " the full assurance of hope/' 

The Greek n\rfpo<l>opla implies the certain know- 
ledge of a thing. It denotes the carrying of a ship 
forward with her sails spread and filled with the 
wind. It is used to express such an entire convic- 
tion, as causes men to act steadily and uniformly in 
all matters which have any connexion with that con* 
viction. Dr. Hammond, in a learned note on Luke 
i. 1, says, that the word rendered "assurance" 
" comes ordinarily to signify * boldness,* or * con- 
fidence:* as in Heb. vi. 11, 'confidence of hope;' 
Heb. X. 22, ' confidence of faith.' " Wickliffe renders 
the word, by " plentee " and " fillynge." 

" The full assurance of understanding " denoten 
the entire confidence of the understanding in the 
absolute truth and relative importance of the " doc- 
trine of Christ:" and this upon the authority of 
Divine revelation, apprehended as indubitably cer- 
tain and sufficient, in that illumination of mind, and 
by that faculty of spiritual perception and judgment, 
which result from the operations of the Holy Ghost 
in the believer. Such assurance respects the truth 
L 2 
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of Christian doctrine, in its suitable and compre- 
hensive manifestation of God to man ; in its enforce- 
ment of human duty ; and in its discovery of man's 
privileges, through Jesus Christ, in this world and 
in a future state. It is obtained, not as the result 
of any scientific process or rational demonstration, 
but by the spiritual perception of the Divine 
authority combined with a disposition to receive the 
doctrines from God, and thus to admit their indis- 
putable truth by the secret force of internal persua- 
sion. In this process the Holy Ghost is the efficient 
worker, who employs the instrumentality of the 
written word and oral Christian instruction, in 
accordance with, and in subordination to, that word ; 
and his own immediate, invisible, and powerful 
operation in the mind ; removing the obscurity and 
perversions of its ignorance ; curing its prejudices ; 
implanting, by regeneration, a love of the truth 
within it ; and, by His gracious indwelling, pro- 
ducing an intellectual and spiritual capacity to per- 
ceive the meaning, and conclude upon the certainty, 
of His revealed lessons and disclosures, and to abide 
firmly by such persuasion. The mind is brought 
" out of darkness into marvellous light," the eyes 
of the understanding are enlightened ; and it is 
by this light that the truth is perceived, and the 
reason discovered for belief in the testimony of 
God. The understanding thus becomes assured in 
the sanctified use of revelation ; not by thinking 
and disputing, but by hearing and learning from 
Him who can alone both know and teach perfectly. 
A fulness of knowledge results from the diligent 
employment of the means of instruction ; a fulness 
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of conviction concerning the truth of such know- 
ledge^ from the vouchsafed and improved energy of 
the Divine Spirit. The belief of an understanding? 
thus influenced is not a blind and ignorant, but an 
intelligent, persuasion : the former consists not with 
understanding, but the latter with its perfect employ- 
ment and exercise. Much less is it uncertain opinion, 
at the mercy of every wind of doctrine, but is an 
effectual preservative against those lamentable and 
dangerous fluctuations which disgrace minds which 
have not the establishing power of spiritual percep- 
tion to settle their convictions on the ascertained 
foundation of God's authority. Such assurance of 
understanding, then, is the product of God's power- 
ful Spirit in the soul, and never can result from 
human or ecclesiastical authority, which lack the 
faculty of producing the state of mind necessary to 
its development within us. An assent to the truth 
of a doctrine only on account of the authority of its 
teachers, the multitude of its believers, or from any 
such external motive, is but notional in its character, 
and creaturely in its principles. The suflfrage of 
authority is not necessary to confirm this conviction, 
which is itself "full;" and Fathers, Councils, and 
tradition are light and inconsiderable in any com- 
parison with the heavenly and spiritual considera- 
tions, and modes of mental determination, which 
give existence to its satisfactions within us. Thus 
Bishop Davenant observes, (Epis, Coloe. Ea^osition,) 
" We do not reject the external voice of the church, 
or consider its ministry at all unnecessary ; but we 
hold that * the full assurance of understanding ' in 
matters of faith arises from internal light and the 
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testimony of the Spirit, without which, if the church 
were a thousand times to inculcate the belief of this 
or that, yet no one should believe it." No evidence 
of truth is so satisfactory as that embraced by a 
gracious and spiritual understanding ; and no con- 
clusions or persuasions are so assured to us as those 
which arise out of, and co-exist with, its influence. 
The full persuasion wrought by the Holy Ghost in a 
spiritual understanding, in the simple recognition 
and improvement of the unaided sufficiency and 
unrivalled authority of God's revelation, is the best 
evidence of the truth of Christianity : and to such 
assurance Paul here refers. 

. " Full assurance of faith '* (Heb. x. 22) is con- 
nected with the " full assurance of understanding." 
It implies the steadfastness of enlightened adhesion, 
and not the quiescence of the intellect; and has 
respect to the promises of God, in the word, which 
refer to salvation by Jesus Christ, and all other 
present and future blessings through Him. In its 
connexion with the personal experience of salvation 
by the Christian, it is not to be confounded, as is 
frequently the case, with that assurance of God's 
favour which arises from the direct testimony of the 
Holy Ghost within us, and which follows the exercise 
of the faith which justifies, and continues with its 
continued operation. It is rather a full and cordial 
belief of the doctrine of propitiation, and of God's 
setting forth and preparing Christ to take away our 
individual guilt ; excluding all scruple and doubtful- 
ness in our approach to God for His promised mercy ; 
and, after the bestowment of His mercy upon us, in 
looking unto and waiting upon God for blessings 
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snccoar, and deliveranoe, in our continued religious 
course, and in and to the sanctification of our dirersi- 
fied circumstances. At the same time, the degree of 
our faith will regulate the measure of the confidence 
and joy which spring from that act of the Holy 
Spirit within us which testifies to, or assures us of, 
our sonship ; so that an assured or full faith will be 
accompanied with the highest degree of evidence of 
our personal reconciliation with God, as its capacity 
is alone suited to the reception of such abounding 
satisfaction. Still it refers altogether to present 
pardon and favour, and to our present condition, 
safety, and edification ; and does not at all imply a 
fully ascertained certainty of perseverance, but the 
full, unwavering, and energetic exercise of the grace 
of fedth in the mercy of God through Christ, accom- 
panied by its fruits of holiness and goodness of 
living. 

Hope has reference to the future : Ohristian hope, 
to future and everlasting blessing, or eternal life ; 
and is founded upon the resurrection and promises 
of Christ, and the sealing, earnests, and foretastes 
of it within us, resulting from the. operation of the 
Holy Ghost. But this hope is also dependent upon, 
or connected with, our faith for its influence in our 
hearts: it is aroused by faith, and cannot exist 
without it. These graces necessarily co-exist, and 
the measure of hope is regulated by the degree of 
faith and the character of its operation. But the 
fullest degree of hope, *^ the full assurance of hope," 
(Heb. vL 11,) can never amount to infallible cer- 
tainty of perseverance and heavenly enjoyment in 
the case of any Christian living in the wo^ld ; and. 
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thus speaks even St. Augustine. Now it is fre- 
quently said, " That which depends upon inspired 
hope cannot but come to pass : " and to this we do 
not object, if understood in connexion with the con- 
ditions upon which such hope is inspired and main- 
tained. The question rather has reference to the 
retention^ of the hope itself, than to the obtaining 
the things hoped for by those who keep it, for that 
result is certain ; but the realisation of our hope 
depends upon the keeping and working of our faith, 
without which the possession of inspired hope ceases. 
For proof of this we refer to the invaluable works of 
John Goodwin, and Dr. Whitby, on Eedemption, 
and on the Five Points, where the position is 
triumphantly established. " So much, and no more, 
as faith every moment beholds with open face, so 
much does hope see to all eternity.'* (Wesley 
Notes, Heb. vi. ] 1.) " The full assurance of hope " 
is, therefore, not an absolute and infallible certainty 
of perseverance, and consequently of heaven ; but 
that confident and joyous persuasion and expectation 
which the believer, in the exercise of present faith, 
and the realisation of his filial relation to God, has 
of having his perseverance in piety crowned with 
those heavenly and everlasting blessings to which he 
now has a gracious title. It derives its strength, 
not from any certainty that he shall necessarily per- 
severe, but from an assured, plentiful, or full faitb> 
that God " is able to keep him from falling," and to 
present him faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy," 

On the whole, these scriptural expressions denote 
the full persuasion and confidence of the understand* 
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ing in the truth of God; the full and confident 
exercise of faith in the mercy and grace of God 
through His Son ; and the co-existent, as full and 
undoubting, expectation of everlasting life : but they 
do not countenance the opinion of infallible assur- 
ance and certainty of perseverance unto the end. 
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GHAPTEE IX. 

PRACTICAL OBSBBYATIONS. 

How great, then, is the love manifested to be- 
lievers in the bestowment of tl^is Divine witness; 
how invaluable the privileges of which it assures 
them; and how important the duties for the dis- 
charge of which it prepares them ! Did St. 
John, in the ardour of his seraphic piety, exclaim, 
" Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God;" and should not they, with lowly 
gratitude, adore the exceeding great love of Gk)d ? 
Shall not they, with the ever-consist«nt St. Paul, 
feel the constraining influences of this affection, 
and live in all things devoted to the praise of 
Him who has so condescendingly exhibited His love 
to them? Possessed of the abiding witness that 
they are heirs of immortality, heirs of heaven, heirs 
of God and joint-heirs with Christ, they should let 
the glory of their inheritance, the earnests and fore- 
tastes of its blessedness, and the honour of their 
relationship, wean them from unworthy or inordi- 
nate creature-attachments, and from the sordid 
attractions of worldly-mindedness. These are pro- 
per only to those who have their portion in this life ; 
but they are inconsistent with the designation and 
prospects of the children of God. The purity of 
the Gospel should be sought in the light and by the 
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assistance of their " good hope." The "power that 
worketh in" them, and the conviction, that God 
" is able to do exceeding abundantly aboTe all that 
we ask or think," should prompt their faithful 
endeavour to " comprehend, with all saints, what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; 
and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge." Thus shall they " be filled with all the 
fulness of God ; " thus will their regeneration de- 
yelop itself in matured expressions of Christian 
holiness ; present enjoyment will be chastened, ele- 
vated, and increased ; the sufferings of the present 
time will be endured with fortitude and patience, as 
"not worthy to be compared with the glory to be 
revealed • " their whole behaviour will embody, show 
forth, and justify the filial exclamation, "Abba, 
Father ; " and over all things which would oppose 
their godliness, or destroy their souls, they shall be 
" more than conquerors." 

The repenting sinner, bowed down under the load 
of condemnation, and discouraged by the tempt- 
ations of Satan, should rise above his fears. Let 
him use the manifold expressions of God's good- 
will towards sinners, and His exceeding great and 
precious promises of mercy to the penitent, in at- 
tempts to exercise present faith in Christ. So shall 
he appropriate to himself the benefits of the atone- 
ment; obtain confidence in God, founded on the 
witness of the Divine Spirit ; exchange mourning 
for gladness ; and the sighs of his broken heart shall 
be succeeded by a new song of praise and thanks- 
giving. Let him renounce his unbelief as he dis- 
covers the freeness of God's grace; prefer with 
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renewed earnestness the prayer, " Say unto my soul, 
I am thy salvation ; " and put away vain reasoning, 
in the simple admission of the Divine testimony : so 
shall he enter into " the glorious liberty of the 
children of God," and " rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory." 

Let those who once possessed this Divine witness, 
and who are endeavouring, unsuccessfully, to supply 
its absence, consequent upon their unwatchfiilness 
and transgression, by every form of delusive conso- 
lation, and by an eager pursuit of earthly gratifi- 
cation, cease at once from the vain, the criminal, the 
ungrateful attempt. Let them tremble, lest their 
infidelity should triumph, lest their minds should 
be darkened ; lest their consciences should admit 
the dangerous and destructive calm of insensi- 
bility ; lest from the dreams of carnal security they 
should be awakened by the manifestations of a re- 
nounced Father's indignation ; lest, in the endurance 
of well-merited and eternal punishment, they learn 
the value of that inheritance which they have aban- 
doned for the beggarly elements of the world ; and, 
in the accumulations of contempt and degradation, 
painfully estimate the honours they have so reck- 
lessly despised. The long-suflfering of God is, in 
their case, salvation ; nor from such sinners is " His 
mercy clean gone for ever." Let them, then, with a 
promptitude and intensity suited to the urgency of 
the case, cry, " Eestore unto me the joy of Thy sal- 
vation, and uphold me with Thy free Spirit ; " and 
He, who compassionates the prodigal backslider, 
will not turn away their prayer nor His mercy from 
them. Their backslidings shall be healed; the 
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whispers of Divine love shall again cheer them ; the 
Spirit's witness shall again be sent into their hearts > 
and, learning wisdom by their sufferings, their future 
faith shall exhibit a conversation becoming their 
special obligations to that grace which, notwith- 
standing their manifold provocations of paternal 
love, delayed the oath, " They shall not enter into 
My rest." 

This blessed privilege should be the constant sub- 
ject of our meditation and of our prayers. It should 
be primarily regarded in our daily self-examination ; 
its absence, though but for a moment, should 
humble us in supplication for forgiveness ; and 
every abatement of its influence should excite 
salutary concern, and lead us to the Atonement. 
Maintain it, and the spirit of filial, fervent, and 
acceptable prayer will be preserved and promoted, 
access to God will be constantly vouchsafed, and 
growth in grace secured. If intermitted, let us 
anxiously examine, with honest and prayerful scru- 
tiny, into the cause. Let us not look for comfort to 
vague conjectures concerning the sovereignty of Q-od, 
or to supposed variations in the administration of 
His grace, but rather, for our admonition and im- 
provement, look to our own conduct, and to our own 
unfaithfulness. Will it not then appear that guilt has 
been contracted ? that the cloud which obscures the 
joy of salvation has been created by the omission of 
duty, or by the commission of sin ? The cure is only 
to be found in renewed and immediate repentance, 
and faithful application to the mercy- seat for re- 
newed pardon and peace. Thus, and thus only, 
shall we abide in God's love ; and thus " God, who 
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hath prepared for them that love " Him " such good 
things as pass man's understanding," shall '' pour 
into our hearts such love towards ** Him, " that we, 
loving " Him " above all things," shall " obtain " 
His " promises, which exceed all that we can desire, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen."* 

* See Collect, Sbth Sunday after Trinity. 
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Extracts from the note in Mir, NwhoWa " Worha of 
Arminius,^* referred to on page 115. 

One of the most edifying as well as amusing ecclesi- 
astical narratives that could be produced by a man of 
genius and piety, would be a correct history of the 
fluctuation of religious opinions among different sects 
and parties, — and the prominence which has at various 
periods been given, by one and the same sect, to some 
of the distinguishing doctrines of Christianity. ** The 
Assurance of Salvation,'' which our author has described 
in the 333d page as " the Internal Witness of the Holy 
Spirit,'' has been recognised under these and other names, 
and is one of those grand doctrines which cannot be 
separated from the Gk>spel without undermining its 
very foundations. Long before the days of Arminius^ 
the Christian Church had considered it a test of the 
personal interest which every individual believer felt in 
the saving merits of Christ applied to his soul. It 
was consequently inculcated as a eMy of univeraal 
ohligaiion among Chrisfa floch. But after our author 
had begun to show the absurdity of several of Calvin's 
additions to the Oospel, the rigid Fredestinarians resolved 
to re-model this doctrine of Personal Assurance, and to 
make it one of the strong bulwarks of their system. 
Instead of allowing it to remain the scriptural criterion 
of a believer's actual enjoyment in God, they over- 
charged it with their own inventions : they no longer 
applied it to the present experience of the people of Ood, as 
Arminius has done in the text, but to a very different 
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and nnliallowing purpose,— to the creation of a pre- 
samptaous confidence, that, " whether in the way to 
the kingdom, or by the waj^side, they should never £^1 
totally and finally from grace." In the spirit of their 
creed, they did not make it helpful in ascertaining the 
conscious growth of their Christian graces, the percep- 
tible elevation of their religious character, or their actual 
standing in the Divine favour; but they employed it to 
work themselves up to a persuasion of their individual or 
personal election^ (which, fLccording to their doctrine, was 
determined at first in the Divine mind, toUhout any regard 
to faith or holinesa in the particular auhjeets of U,) and con- 
sequently to a complete certainty of their final perseverance, 
— Arminius did not in his days greatly impugn this pre- 
posterous sentiment, (for his enemies gave him abund- 
ance of other employment,) indeed it had then scarcely 
attained to any degree of popularity. But it was 
boldly attacked by his successors, who showed its 
absurdity. — When the Calvinists found it to be unten- 
able in its more modem shape, they abandoned both 
the sound part of the doctrine and their own additions, 
in rather a curious manner ; for they began to teach it, 
not as a dndy incumbent on all believers, but as a 
privilege enjoyed by only a few even of the elect. In 
that condition it rests generally among them to this day. 
So that they are but a very slight remove beyond the 
Semi-Pelagians, many of whom acknowledge the 
existence of the doctrine and the enjoyment of it as a 
rare privilege, while others of them, in their usual style, 
deride it as "enthusiastic," — a word of portentous 
sound among those self-estimated men of reason, and 
8u£&cient with them to induce the abandonment of any 
true but wnfashionahle tenet to which it is applied. 
These two discordant parties are not the only persons 
who discountenance this scriptural doctrine : it is dis- 
carded from the creed and practice of the Boman 
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CJatholic Cliurcli, because it will be seen by a subseqnent 
extract, that it is very injurious to several parts of tbe 
Priests' office. 

Limborch has well described the views of the moderate 
part of the Semi-Pelagians, when he treats in his " Body 
of Divinity " on the Sealing, the Earnest, or the Fledge 
of the Holy Spibit, by which terms were then under- 
stood nearly the same gifts as the Witness of the Spirit, 
or the Assv/rance of Salvation. He asks, " Is it not grwnted 
to all believers ? — ^Answer : It does not appear to be 
granted to all, neither is it necessary, — because it is 
conferred in order to give them a certainty of their 
salvation. But this certainty [or assurance] may like- 
wise be drawn from the word of God, and from the 
clear promises which are contained in it, and which a 
believer may with certainty apply to himself. (2 Tim. 
iv. 6-8 ; 1 John iii. 21, 22.) And this kind of certainty 
seems ordinarily to be sufficient. In the mean time, 
such cases may happen as those in which, if sincere and 
ardent prayers be addressed to God, He may bestow His 
Spirit, to effect a stronger confirmation of that hope 
which has been conceived through His promises. I say, 
if the Spirit he ashed of Him in prayer, — ^because it is His 
pleasure to be acknowledged as the Author of such a 
saving gift. (Luke xi. 13; James i. 5.) For instance, 
when a man is oppressed with some heavy calamity or 
persecution, or is solicited by a grievous temptation, 
under which he would easily faint or fall, he prays to 
God, and God is accustomed to grant this gift, by which 
He confirms the man in the hope of life eternal, places 
before his eyes its magnitude and glory, and causes it 
to appear as if it were present. God is pleased to do 
this, that the man, being thus inflamed with the desire 
of that glory, may cheerfully proceed in a course of 
piety, and may reject and despise all the delights of this 
world and the desires of the present life, which might 
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loduoo and attraot him from his Christian career. Tins 
il ihtxiptacB cf Ood (Phil. iy. 7) with which when bdierera 
aro armed, thoj not only preserve cm eguamndty cfmimd 
in advorsities the most difficult, but they also rejoice 
and glory in them, even unto death. (Bom. t. 2, 3u) 
Examples of these effects are shown in yarions mariyf n, 
who, while enduring the most grievous torments and cmd 
deaths, employed themselves in singing psalms and 
hymns. But this kind of confirmation seems to be no 
other than aeoMng by the Holy Spvrit, Bat since 
God bestows on believers this gift of aealing, ]^e 
will likewise preserve it in them to the end, if fhey 
persevere infaiih. On this account it is said, (Ephes. iv. 
80.) we are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Qod wmto the day cf 
redemption,** — ^According to this mode of stating the 
doctrine, common Christians have little need of it, and 
the cases afe very few in which such confirmation may 
happen to be necessary I 

On this subject the sentiments of the Lutherans were 
very correct. Like the amiable Arminius, they care- 
fully guarded against the inroads of enthusiasm, by 
bringing the witness of the Spirit to sanction nothing 
except what was expressly contained in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. On the one hand, they had to encounter the 
Roman Cathob'cs, who encouraged all Christians to 
entertain a personal distrust of their saving interest in 
Christ, — evidently with an intention to establish the 
necessity of auricular confession, and other lucrative 
parts of the Priests' office, but especially the power of 
drawing souls out of Purgatory : so that the faith of 
the laity among the Papists did not stamd in the power 
of Qod, but m the wisdom of men, (1 Cor. ii. 5.) On the- 
other hand, the Lutherans were compelled to subvert 
the foundations of that carnal security in which the 
Anabaptists enveloped themselves by means of the 
abuse of this doctrine: indeed, the Anabaptists, and 
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their enemies tlie Calvinists, seemed for many years to 
vie with each other in sanctioning their several extrava- 
gances by an injurious appeal to the evangelical confix 
dence which God bestows only on men of humble and 
contrite spit'ita. The manner in which the Lutherans 
avoided both the Papistical and the Anabaptist rocks 
was most admirable ; while, with singular consistency, 
they maintained the scriptural doctrine in its purity. 
(See the " Augustan Confession,** passim,) It is pleasing to 
obseiTe the steps by which Luther endeavoured to instil 
this Christian confidence into all the members of the 
Reformed Churches, beginning with the weaklings of 
the flock, and proceeding upwards to those who had made 
greater advances in Divine grace. • Li one passage he 
says : " The acquired or infused faith of these sophists 
talks thus about Christ, * I believe the Son of God suffered 
and rose again ; ' there it terminates. But true faith 
says, * I also believe that the Son of God suffered and was 
raised a^ain, and that all this was done fob me and fob 
MY SINS. Of this I am certain : Because He died for the 
sins of the whole world. But it is most certain that I am 
some part of the world: Therefore it is most certain that He 
died also for my sins.' '* Li another passage Luther speaks 
thus : " I have shown at great length, that a Christian 
man ought to be perfectly assured of his standing in the 
favour of God, and ought to have in his heart the cry of 
the Holy Spirit, I have done this, that we may be fully 
instructed to reject the most pestilential opinion of all 
the Papal kingdom, that a man (mght to be in a state of 
v/ncertainty respecting the grace of God towards him. If 
this opinion be once established, Christ evidently profiteth 
nothing. Because he entertains doubts concerning the 
grace of God towards him, he must likewise necessarily 
doubt concerning the Divine promises, and, consequently^ 
about the will of God, the benefits of Christ, — that for us He 
suffered, died, rose again, &c. — Of this the Pope is 
M 2 
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ignorant, and therefore he fulminates his furious 
dogmas, that no one knows, not even righteous and wise 
■wen, whether they he worthy of God^s love, &c. Nay, if 
they be righteous and wise men, they know assuredly 
that they are beloved by God ; otherwise they are not 
righteous and wise persons." — On another occasion he 
writes thus : " God says to thee, * Behold, thou hast My 
Son ; hear and accept of Him.' If thou do this, thou art 
already assured of thy faith am.d salvation^ 

The same clear views are taught in various parts of 
the " Saxon Confession," which the Lutheran Churches 
offered to the Council of Trent in 1551. It is remark- 
able, that in nearly every paragraph where the work of 
the Holy Spirit is mentioned, this clause is added, " The 
human will is not idle.'* In the following quotation may 
be perceived a particular allusion to the error of those 
who wished to render this doctrine of the Spirit of none 
effect, by appending to it an irrespective or personal elec- 
tion, which has in every age of the Church been injurious 
to the growth of piety, and a source of arrogance to the 
individuals who consider themselves thus to have been 
elected without any reference to their futwre faith or perse- 
veramce : — " The Eternal Father and the Son vivify and 
renew the hearts [of men] by the Holy Spirit. In this 
consolation they [believers] are elevated by faith, as St. 
Paul says, (Gal. iii. 14,) that we might receive the promise 
of the Spirit through faith, — We do not therefore speak 
about an idle knowledge : and those ignorant men labour 
under an egregious mistake who suppose, that remission 
of sins happens to idle persons without any motion of 
their minds, without contest, and without a perception 
of consolation in their real pains, at the age when the 
word of the doctrine can be understood, according to 
that passage, * Faith cometh hy hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Ood.' And because we propose consolation to 
consciences in penitence, we do not add in this place any 
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questions about predestination or election : but we lead 
all our readers to the word of God, and command them 
to learn the will of God from His own Wobd, accord- 
ing to the precept of the Eternal Father, who hath de- 
clared in express terms. Hear ye Him ! Let them not 
be inquisitive about other speculations." In the Eighth 
Article, on Good WorTca, after a grateful acknowledgment 
of the various blessing* of salvation, among which " the 
governance of the minds and hearts of believers by 
God's Holy Spirit" holds a conspicuous place, it is 
added : ** We know assuredly, that these benefits are 
procured for us, as it is most sweetly said by Zechariah, 
(xii. 10,) * J will pour upon the house of David, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and sup- 
plication.' He calls it the Spirit of grace, because in this 
consolation the Son of God bears testimon/y by sealing us 
with the Holy Spirit, that we are "in grace, and that we 
are delivered from the pains of the damned. He after- 
wards calls it the Spirit of supplication, because, when we 
have acknowledged [the receipt of] the remission of 
sins, we do not avoid God, we do not rage against Him, 
— ^but we approach to Him with true faith and hope, and 
ask of Him and expect His assistance, we love Him, and 
subject ourselves to Him. In this manner is our obedi- 
ence commenced. In the same way the Lord says, * I 
will ash the Father, a/nd He icill give you am^ther Com- 
forter, — the Spirit of truth.' The Holy Spirit kindles 
the light of truth in our minds, and excites within our 
hearts new emotions that are agreeable to the law of 
God; that we may acknowledge this great gift, may 
gratefully endeavour to retain it, and that we may con- 
stantly ask for assistance to be afforded to us even in 
the greatest perils of life. Nor is the will idle, [or un- 
employed,] even after we have received the Holy Spirit." 
The excellent Dr. Isaac Watts, a Calvinist of the 
moderate and pious school, has embodied, in the follow- 
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ing fine veneB, all the. scriptnral yiews which were 
entertained in common by the Lutherans, the early Gal- 
Tinists, and the Arminiana : — 

*' Why should the children of a King 
Go mourning all their days? 
6a£AT ComfoeteeI descend and hring 
Sopie lokent of Thy grace. 

" Dost Thoa not dwsll in all Tht saikts. 
And SEAL them heirs of heaven ? 
"When wilt Then banish my complaints. 
And show my sins forgiven? 

" Assure mt conscience of her part 
In the Redeemer's blood ; 
And BEAE Tht witmess with «ry heart 
That I am bom of God. 

" Thon art the saensst of His love. 
The PLEDGE of joys to come ; 
And Thy soft wings. Celestial Dove, 
'Will safe conyey me home." 

From no human compositions has this doctrine re- 
ceiyed such nnequiyocal patronage as from the formu- 
laries of the Church of England, but particularly from 
the much-neglected " Book of Homilies." No divines in 
the world have written upon it with greater clearness 
and ability, than have several of the English Arminiana 
of the old school. (Nichols's Translation of the Works 
of Arminius, vol. i., pp. 603-«)7, 612.) 
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